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UNIT 27
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He appeared to His 
disciples over a 40-day period. At one point, He appeared to 
more than 500 people. During that time, Jesus taught about 
the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3) Some disciples wondered if 
Jesus was going to restore the kingdom of Israel. (Acts 1:6)

Jesus had a different plan for the disciples. He directed 
the Eleven to go to a mountain, where He appeared to 
them again. They worshiped Him, but some still doubted. 
(Matt. 28:17) On the mountain, Jesus gave His disciples 
the Great Commission. First, Jesus stated that all authority 
had been given to Him. Before the resurrection, Jesus 
had authority as God the Son. Through the resurrection, 

Use Week of:

Jesus Gave the Great Commission

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TELL THE STORY
 (10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

however, the Father gave Jesus far more than even Satan 
had promised. (Matt. 4:8-9) Through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, God subjected everything to His beloved Son. 
(See Heb. 2:5-9.)

Because of Jesus’ authority, He commanded His disciples 
to go into the world and preach the gospel, the good 
news about Him. The Great Commission is not just for 
missionaries far from home. All believers are called to 
share the gospel with others, teach them to obey God’s 
commands, and baptize them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus finished His commission with a 
profound promise: “And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).

Talk to the preschoolers you teach about the importance 
of living out the Great Commission. Because Jesus has 
authority over all places and all people at all times, we can 
take the good news about Jesus to all places and all people 
at all times. God has given us a mission and gives us power 
through the Holy Spirit to obey this calling.
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Jesus Gave the Great Commission
Matthew 28:16-20

After Jesus died and came back to life, Jesus spent 
time with His friends and taught them even more about 
God’s kingdom. Jesus told His eleven friends to go to a 
mountain in Galilee, so they did. 

When they arrived at the mountain, Jesus was there. 
The friends worshiped Jesus, but some doubted that it 
was really Him. 

Jesus walked up close to His friends. He had 
something important to tell them. Jesus was going to give 
them a mission—a very important job to do. The friends 
needed to hear what Jesus had to say. 

Jesus said, “I am in charge of everything in heaven 
and on earth.” Jesus has always been in charge because He 
is God’s Son, but after Jesus died on the cross and was made 
alive again, God put Jesus in charge of all things in heaven 
and on earth. Jesus rules over God’s kingdom as King.

Jesus commanded His friends—and everyone who 
trusts in Jesus—by saying, “Go. Make followers of Me in 
every place on earth. Baptize them in My Father’s name, 
My name, and the name of the Holy Spirit. Teach these 
followers to obey everything I have told you. Remember 
that I am always with you. Even until the very end of 
time, I am with you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Tell the story 
outdoors: Weather 
permitting, tell the Bible 
story outside. Take boys 
and girls to the top of a 
hill, or pretend to climb 
a mountain. Gather 
preschoolers around 
you and mention that 
Jesus gave His helpers a 
mission while they were 
sitting around Him on a 
mountain in Galilee. 

• Narrate the story: 
Invite a pastor or 
another adult  to tell 
the Bible story from a 
first-person point of 
view. Ask him to dress 
in Bible-times clothes. 
You will read the story 
except for the words 
Jesus spoke, which will 
be spoken by the guest.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus told His friends to tell all people in 
all places about Him. Jesus’ friends could do this because Jesus 
is in charge of everything, and He promised He would be with 
them. When we follow Jesus, He promises to always be with us 
too. Jesus’ mission to His friends is our mission too. We are to 
tell people about Jesus so they can follow Him.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers to 
check out this week’s 

devotionals to discover 
how God’s Word can 

help them grow in the 
gospel. Order in bulk, 
subscribe quarterly, or 

purchase individually. For 
more information, check 
out www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Help preschoolers count the number of people in each 
group, and write the number in the provided space.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus told His friends and 

everyone who trusts in Jesus, “Go. Make followers 
of Me in every place on earth.” Jesus wants people 
everywhere to put their trust in Him!  

Build a mountain
Guide preschoolers to build a mountain using blocks.
SAY •  After Jesus died and came back to life, Jesus spent 

time with His friends and taught them even more 
about God’s kingdom. In today’s Bible story, Jesus 
told His friends to go to a mountain in Galilee. Jesus 
said something very important to His friends on that 
mountain.

• “The Glory” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “In Every Place on 
Earth” activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• blocks

LOW PREP
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Play post office
Push four chairs together to serve as a mail truck. Set out 
envelopes, paper, markers, stickers, junk mail, stamp pads, 
plastic bins, empty cardboard boxes, and cloth grocery bags 
to serve as mail bags. Consider cutting a slit in a shoe box 
to serve as a mailbox. Set out a scale if available. Guide 
preschoolers to choose different roles to play such as letter 
writers, postal workers, and mail truck drivers. Encourage 
preschoolers to “write” letters to friends. 
SAY • Many messages pass through a post office. Mail goes 

all over the world. In today’s Bible story, Jesus told 
His friends to give a message to all people in all 
places—the gospel message. The gospel message is 
that Jesus came to earth, lived a sinless life, died for 
our sin on the cross, and rose again. Jesus rules as 
King over everything. We want to deliver this good 
news to all people! 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pretend to climb up a mountain as 
they move to Bible study.

• chairs, 4 
• envelopes
• paper
• markers
• stickers
• junk mail
• stamp pads
• plastic bins
• empty cardboard boxes
• cloth grocery bags
• shoe box (optional) 
• scissors (optional) 
• scale (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • What is the best thing that has ever happened to you? 

[Allow responses.] Did you want to tell other people 
your good news? [Allow responses.] The best thing 
that has ever happened is that Jesus died on the cross 
and came back to life to save us from our sin. We 
get to tell this news to people everywhere! In fact, in 
today’s Bible story, Jesus said it is our mission—our 
special job—to tell the good news about Him!

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Matthew 28 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • There is no other book like the Bible. The Bible is 

true and has God’s very own words in it. Today’s 
Bible story is found in the first book of the New 
Testament: Matthew. 

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Jesus had something very important to say to His 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Jesus Gave the Great 

Commission” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Tell THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.
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friends on that mountain. Jesus gave His friends a 
mission, a very important job to do. Jesus gives us 
the same mission He gave His friends—to tell all 
people in all places about Him!

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Jesus tell His friends to make followers of 
Him? (in every place on earth)

2. In whose name should the followers be baptized? (the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit)

3. What were the friends supposed to teach the 
followers to do? (obey everything Jesus told them)

4. How long did Jesus promise to be with His friends? 
(always, even until the end of time)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Remember our big picture question? What is our 

mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus. 
Jesus is in charge of everything in heaven and on 
earth. We can tell people about Him everywhere and 
at any time. Jesus is always with us. He will help us 
do the mission He gave us.  

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 15:4. Read the key 
passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage 
song, “He Was Raised.”
SAY • Our key passage tells us the message we get to share 

with the world—Jesus is alive! God brought Jesus 
back to life just like He said He would in the Bible. 

Transition to experience the story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “He Was Raised” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Gave the Great Commission 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus gave His friends a mission.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others 

about Jesus.

Move near and far
Tell preschoolers when you say “near,” they should move in 
as close to you as they can. When you say “far,” they should 
move as far away from you and each other as they can. 
SAY • Jesus gave His friends a mission. Jesus told His 

friends to tell all people in all places about Him, 
both near and far. Jesus’ friends could do this because 
Jesus is in charge of everything, and He promised 
He would be with them. When we follow Jesus, He 
promises to always be with us too. Jesus’ mission 
to His friends is our mission as well. We are to tell 
people about Jesus so they can follow Him.

Experiment with sound 
Before the session, assemble an old-fashioned tin-can 
phone. If the can’s openings have rough or sharp edges, 
cover them with duct tape. Use a hammer and nail to make 
a hole in the bottom center of each tin can. Insert a 4-foot 
piece of string into one can and tie a paper clip to the end. 
Thread the other end of the string into the other can and 
tie a paper clip. Consider making several tin-can phones. 
Show preschoolers how to pull the string tight between 
two cans and talk to each other. Set out pieces of PVC pipe 

LOW PREP

• clean tin cans, 
2 or more

• duct tape
• nail
• hammer 
• string
• scissors
• paper clips, 2 or more
• pieces of PVC pipe
• cardboard tubes
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and cardboard tubes for preschoolers to experiment talking 
through as well. Invite preschoolers to tell each other what 
they know about Jesus as they use the tools. 
SAY • We have something important that needs to be said. 

Jesus gave His friends a mission, and He gives us 
the same mission. All people in all places need to 
hear about Jesus, and we get to tell them! We can tell 
people on the phone, in person, or anywhere! Jesus 
promises to be with us as we carry out our mission to 
help people know Him where we live and around the 
world. 

Play with transportation toys
Set out a variety of transportation toys for preschoolers to 
play with. Set out strips of black construction paper for 
preschoolers to use to form roads. The children can use 
blue sheets of construction paper to form lakes, rivers, and 
oceans.
SAY • Jesus gave His friends a mission. The first word in 

the mission Jesus gave His friends—and us too—is 
GO. No matter where we go, whether in a car down 
the street, in a train across the country, or in an 
airplane across the world, we can tell people the good 
news. Jesus died on the cross to rescue people from 
sin, and He is alive today. 

Draw on maps
Invite preschoolers to use washable dry erase markers to 
draw on laminated maps. If you do not have laminated 
maps, use an existing map or locate one online to print. 
Take the map to be laminated at a teacher supply store 
or use clear contact plastic to laminate the map yourself. 

• transportation toys 
(cars, trucks, boats, 
trains, airplanes)

• blue and black 
construction paper

• scissors

• laminated maps
• washable dry erase 

markers
• maps (optional) 
• clear contact plastic 

(optional)
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As preschoolers draw, point out places of interest, such as 
where preschoolers live, where other family members live, 
or where missionaries whom your church supports live.
SAY • We live in a great big world, and God wants every 

single person in this great big world to turn from sin 
and follow Jesus. Jesus gave His friends a mission. 
Telling people that Jesus died on the cross for sin and 
rose again is the mission Jesus gave His friends and 
us too. Sharing the good news with this great big 
world is a great big job, but Jesus promises to be with 
us as we do it!

Look at books about different nations
Gather an assortment of books depicting different nations 
and cultures. Make sure all the images in the books are age-
appropriate. Set out the books for preschoolers to browse. 
Read the words in a book to a preschooler as he shows 
interest.
SAY • Jesus gave His friends a mission. Jesus told His 

friends to tell all people in all places about Him. 
Jesus’ friends could do this because Jesus is in charge 
of everything, and He promised He would be with 
them. When we follow Jesus, He promises to always 
be with us too. Jesus’ mission to His friends is our 
mission too. We are to tell people about Jesus so they 
can follow Him.

• books about different 
nations
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a popular international snack food such as 
pretzels dunked in mustard (Germany), speculoos 
cookies (Belgium), or chocolate biscuits (Australia). Show 
preschoolers the nation where the snack originated on a 
map or globe. Remind preschoolers that Jesus gave His 
friends a mission. Jesus said to make followers of Him in 
every place on earth. That means right here where we live 
and around the world. What is our mission? Our mission 
is to tell others about Jesus.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of Jesus standing beside them as they tell someone 
about Him. Remind preschoolers that Jesus promises to 
always be with us and help us do the mission He gave us. 
Pray for the children.
SAY • God, help us turn from our sin and follow You. 

Thank You for giving us a mission to tell the world 
about Your Son who rescues us from sin. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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