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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 4
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 4 

JESUS GAVE THE GREAT 
COMMISSION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

Matthew 28:16-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
After Jesus died on the cross and came back to life, Jesus spent time with 
His friends and taught them about God’s plan. Jesus told His friends to go 
to a mountain in Galilee. When they saw Jesus there, they worshiped Him. 
Jesus had something important to tell them. “God has given Me power in 
heaven and on earth,” Jesus said. “So go and teach all people everywhere 
about Me. Baptize them and teach them to obey everything I taught you. 
Remember, I am always with you, until the very end of time.”  

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus has power over everything.
 * Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth.
 * Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him.

© 2017  LifeWay



47Jesus the Risen King

Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 28:16-20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. Until He comes 
back, Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS wherever we go. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: Jesus promised His friends that He would be with them 
forever. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS everywhere we go.

MAKE FOOTPRINT ART
Press a baby’s feet onto a washable ink pad and then stamp them 
onto a heart cut from an old road map. Wipe her feet immediately. 
Write the Main Point on her paper. Set aside her artwork to dry.
SAY: Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 

TRAVEL NEAR AND FAR
Make sure each leader holds one baby and clear any obstacles from 
the floor. Stand in a circle and say “far.” Take steps in until the 
babies are close to each other and say “near.” Play several rounds. 
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS whether they are near or far.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Matthew 28. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the story. Say the Main Point or Gospel Gems. Pray.

PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES
Before class, make copies of photos of missionaries your church 
supports. Help toddlers glue one picture to construction paper. 
Provide stickers for toddlers to decorate their page. Write Pray for us! 
on each child’s paper. Tell toddlers about the missionaries.
SAY: You cannot travel to [missions area] yet, but you can pray for 
the people there to love Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

DRIVE TOY CARS
Provide toy cars for toddlers to play out driving on a trip. As 
toddlers play, talk about the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. You do not 
have to be a grown-up to tell people how much Jesus loves them. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 

MATCH FACES
Print two sets of the “Faces” printable and cut apart the cards. 
Arrange the cards in a grid for toddlers to match the faces. Talk 
about how God loves children from all over the world.
SAY: Jesus loves people! WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

GO ON A MOUNTAIN HIKE
If weather permits, take a nature walk to a hill or a large rock. At 
the “mountain,” briefly tell the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. We have the same 
job! WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS!  
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS GAVE THE GREAT COMMISSION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:16-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MUSICAL STEPS
Tape red, blue, and yellow construction paper to the floor in a 
circle. Invite toddlers to stand on a square and then walk around the 
circle as you sing “Jesus Loves Me.” When you stop, show a piece 
of red, blue, or yellow paper as you call out the color. Children 
standing on the color will say the Main Point with you.
SAY: Jesus has power over everything. Jesus gave His friends a job to 
do on earth. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS wherever we go.

WORK TRANSPORTATION PUZZLES
Invite toddlers to work puzzles featuring modes of transportation. If 
you do not have these puzzles, print images from the Internet and 
cut them into simple puzzle shapes.
SAY: Jesus gave His friends a job to do on earth. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS by car, boat, plane, or even walking!

LOOK AT A GLOBE OR MAP
Provide globes, atlases, or world maps for toddlers to examine. Point 
to where the children live. Say, “Jesus loves people near!” Point to 
another country and say, “Jesus loves people far!”
SAY: Jesus’ followers tell people everywhere about Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS everywhere we go!
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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