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Use Week of:

Jesus Forgives and Restores
John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 104

PAGE 106

PAGE 108
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Leader BIBLE STUDY
After Jesus’ resurrection and His appearance to the disciples,
seven of the disciples returned to Galilee, near the Sea of
Galilee where Jesus had called four of His disciples to be
fishers of men. (See Luke 5:1-11.) Simon Peter, Thomas,
Nathanael, the son of Zebedee, and two other disciples
went fishing. Perhaps they felt it reasonable to return to the
fishing business since their stint as disciples was apparently
over—or so they thought!
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In Bible times, nighttime was the preferred time for fishing.
Fish caught at night could be sold fresh in the morning at
market. But by daybreak, the disciples had caught nothing.
Jesus stood at the shore, but the disciples did not know it
was Him. He called to them, “Men, you don’t have any fish,
do you?” (John 21:5). Then He urged them to cast their net
on the right side of the boat. They obeyed, and they were
unable to haul in the big catch!
John, the disciple Jesus loved, knew right away who He
was. “It is the Lord!” John exclaimed. Peter immediately
tied his outer garment around him and jumped into
the sea, swimming 300 feet to shore. When the other
six disciples arrived in the boat, they found Jesus sitting
beside a charcoal fire with fish and bread. “Come and have
breakfast,” Jesus said. Jesus ate with His disciples; then He
turned to Peter.
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Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.
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John 21:15-19 describes Peter’s restoration. The
disciple who had told Jesus that he would die for
Him (Luke 22:31-34) had denied Jesus three times.
(Luke 22:54-62) Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved
Jesus. Each time Peter responded yes, Jesus told Peter to
feed His lambs. Jesus restored Peter to ministry.
Emphasize to the preschoolers you teach that Jesus’
plan for the disciples did not end with His death and
resurrection. When Jesus first called the disciples to follow
Him, Jesus had promised to make them fishers of men.
Instead of catching fish, they would tell people about Jesus.
(Luke 5:1-11) The disciples had left Jesus when He was
arrested, but Jesus still wanted to use them in God’s plan to
rescue people from their sin. Jesus is a Lord who forgives us
and makes things right again.

Jesus the Risen King
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The BIBLE STORY
Jesus Forgives and Restores
John 21:1-19

Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Picture the
story: Hang a large
easel pad. Tell the
Bible story. Tell it
a second time and
pause at various
points throughout
the story. Draw a
picture to represent
a Bible story word
for preschoolers to
guess.
• Dress up: Dress like
a fisherman while
you tell the story.
Wear waders, fishing
vest, and a hat. Carry
a tackle box and
fishing pole. Show
the Bible and tell the
true story about a
fisherman who knew
Jesus.

Amazing things happened after Jesus died and came back
to life. Jesus’ friends had seen Jesus with their own eyes!
Then the friends left Jerusalem and went back to Galilee.
Jesus’ friends were together at the sea. Peter said,
“I’m going fishing.” The other friends decided to go too.
Many of the friends were good fishermen. They knew the
best time to fish was at night. So the friends got into the
boat and fished all night, but they did not catch any fish.
Not even one!
The next morning the sun was rising, and the friends
could see a man on the seashore. The man called out to
them, “You don’t have any fish, do you?”
“No,” they said.
“Put your fishing net into the water on the right side
of the boat. Then you will catch some fish,” the man said.
The friends did what the man said, and they did catch
fish! They caught a lot of fish—so many that they could
not even get the net back in the boat because it was so
heavy.
“It is the Lord!” John shouted. It was Jesus! Peter
could not wait to see Jesus. He jumped into the sea and
swam to shore.
The other friends came along in the boat behind
him, dragging the net full of fish. They saw there was fish
cooking on a fire and bread to eat. Jesus said, “Bring some
of the fish you caught.” Peter pulled the heavy net up to the
shore.
“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus said. Jesus took the
bread and gave it to them, and then gave them the fish.
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No one asked Jesus who He was because they all knew it
was their friend who had risen from the dead!
After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love Me
more than My other friends?”
“Yes, Lord. You know that I love You,” Peter said.
“Feed My lambs,” Jesus said.
Jesus asked Peter again, “Simon Peter, do you love
Me?”
“Yes, Lord. You know that I love You,” Peter
answered.
“Watch over My sheep,” Jesus said.
Jesus asked Peter one more time, “Do you love Me?”
Peter was sad that Jesus had asked him again. He said,
“Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You.”
“Feed My sheep,” Jesus said. Then Jesus said, “Follow
Me!”
Christ Connection: When Jesus was arrested, His friends
ran away. Jesus showed His friends that He still loved them
and wanted them to follow Him. Sometimes we make mistakes
as we follow Jesus too. Jesus rescued us from sin. We know He
forgives us and wants us to keep following Him.

Jesus the Risen King
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Teach THE STORY
Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Stars” song
• “The Glory” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing
an action song such as “Stars” to engage them and help
them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading preschoolers
in “The Glory.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• “Jesus Forgives and
Restores” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “He Was Raised”
song

Invite preschoolers to stand up. Then ask children to sit
down if they have ever been fishing, owned a fish, seen a
fish at the zoo, or eaten fish. Continue asking questions
pertaining to fish until everyone is seated.
SAY • After Jesus died on the cross and came back to life,
Peter decided to go fishing. Jesus had other plans for
Peter and His friends.
Open your Bible to John 21. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a fish shape from construction paper and place it at
1 Corinthians 15:4. Invite a few volunteers to come up one
at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. Ask boys
and girls to repeat the key passage a few times.
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• Peter and Jesus’ other friends weren’t sure what Jesus
wanted them to do now that He had come back to
life after dying on the cross. Jesus wanted His friends
to tell people that He is alive. That is the good news!
Sing the key passage song “He Was Raised” together.
SAY

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Peter made some mistakes, but Jesus forgave him.
Peter knew that God would help him tell many
people about Jesus. Jesus forgives us, too, and helps
us do what He says. What is our mission? Our
mission is to tell others about Jesus.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
• When Jesus was arrested, His friends ran away. Peter
made some bad choices and was sorry. Jesus showed
His friends that He still loved them and wanted them
to follow Him. Jesus forgave Peter. Sometimes we
make mistakes as we follow Jesus too. Jesus rescued
us from sin. We know He forgives us and wants us to
keep following Him.
Sing “The Glory” and “Wherever You Go” as preschoolers
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “Thank
You for Everything.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • Thank You, God, for loving us even when we make
mistakes. Help us talk to You when we make wrong
choices and ask You to forgive us. Thank You that
Jesus rescues us from sin. Amen.
SAY

• Main Point Poster
• “The Glory” song
• “Wherever You Go”
song
• “Thank You for
Everything” song
• offering basket

• countdown video
(optional)

Transition to experience the story

Jesus the Risen King
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Experience THE STORY
Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Build a boat
EP
LOW PR

• tape
• blocks

• small tub of water
• towels
• measuring scoops
• plastic cups
• small plastic
pitchers
• floating toys

Tape an outline of a boat onto the floor. Guide preschoolers
to line up blocks along the tape to build a boat. Invite boys
and girls to take turns sitting in the boat. Pretend to fish
and play out the story.
SAY • Jesus’ friends sat in a boat and fished all night, but
they didn’t catch any fish until Jesus called out to
them from the shore. Peter jumped out of the boat
and swam to see Jesus. Jesus forgave Peter for saying
he was not Jesus’ friend. Jesus forgives us, too, when
we ask Him.

Explore water
Place the materials on a flat surface with towels nearby.
Invite boys and girls to scoop, measure, and pour water.
Talk about the Bible story as preschoolers work.
SAY • When Peter recognized Jesus on the shore, he jumped
into the water and swam to see Him. Jesus forgave
Peter for saying he was not Jesus’ friend. Jesus loved
Peter, even after he made mistakes. Jesus gave Peter a
job to do. What is our mission? Our mission is to
tell others about Jesus.
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Make sea art
Invite preschoolers to stick fish-shaped stickers to a
heavyweight sheet of paper. Place the paper in a shirt box.
Squirt blue, green, and white washable paint on the paper.
Put a marble in the box, cover it, and invite preschoolers to
shake the box. Remove the artwork and let it dry.
SAY • Jesus’ friends were fishing in the sea when they saw
Jesus on the seashore. Peter jumped in the water and
swam to shore because He was so happy to see Jesus.
Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a job to do.

• heavyweight paper
• fish-shaped stickers
• shirt box
• blue, green, and
white washable
paint
• marble

Match fish shapes
Print the “Fish Shapes” printable onto heavyweight colored
paper and cut out the shapes. Then cut each fish into two
pieces. Mix up the pieces and invite preschoolers to match
the pieces. Allow older preschoolers to use blunt-tipped
scissors to cut out fish and make their own puzzles. Provide
ziplock bags for children to take their puzzles home.
SAY • Peter was a fisherman before he met Jesus. Peter had
been one of Jesus’ closest friends, but Peter messed
up and said he didn’t even know Jesus. But Jesus
forgave Peter and gave him a job to do! What is our
mission? Our mission is to tell others about Jesus.

• “Fish Shapes”
printable
• colored
heavyweight paper
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• ziplock bags

Herd sheep
Spread cotton balls around the room. Tell preschoolers to
pretend the cotton balls are sheep and herd them into the
basket. Spread the cotton balls and play again.
SAY • Jesus told Peter to care for His sheep. Jesus was
talking about people who follow Him. Jesus still
loved Peter even though Peter made mistakes. Jesus
forgave Peter and gave him a job to do.

Transition to review the story
Jesus the Risen King

• cotton balls
• basket

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Jesus Forgives and Restores
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus forgave Peter.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Glory” song
• “He Was Raised”
song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Before Jesus’ friends saw Him on the shore, how
many fish had they caught? (none)
2. What happened to their fishing nets after Jesus told
them what to do? (The net filled up with fish—so
many fish that the men couldn’t carry them all.)
3. What did Peter do after John said it was Jesus?
(Peter jumped out of the boat and swam to shore.)
4. What did Jesus ask Peter? (“Do you love Me?”)
5. What is our mission? Our mission is to tell others
about Jesus.
SAY • Jesus wanted His friends to know that even though
they made mistakes, Jesus forgave them. Jesus
forgave Peter and helped him understand that he
could still do what God wanted. Jesus rescues us
from our sin too. He forgives us and wants us to keep
on following Him.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
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SAY

• God, thank You for rescuing us from sin even when
we disobey You. Help us to do Your work and tell
others about Jesus. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions
activity, talk about how Jesus’ friends told everyone about
Jesus, and we can too. You may also show the “Goals, God,
and Good Times” video.
SAY • Brazil is the largest country in South America. The
boys and girls in Brazil are a lot like you and your
friends. They like to play soccer. Some American
students are using soccer to tell people in Brazil
about Jesus. How can you tell people in your
neighborhood about Jesus when you play sports,
games, or hang out with your friends?

• “Goals, God, and
Good Times” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printable,
1 per child

Play out the Bible story
Retell the Bible story to the preschoolers. Invite them to act
it out as you tell it. Boys and girls might sit in a boat, notice
Jesus, swim to shore, haul in a heavy net, cook, and eat fish.
SAY • Remember, Jesus forgave Peter and His friends.
Then He gave them a job to do. Jesus wants to
forgive us too. When we trust Jesus, He gives us a job
to do too. What is our mission? Our missions is to
tell others about Jesus.

Jesus the Risen King
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