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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 3
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 3 

JESUS FORGIVES AND 
RESTORES
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

John 21:1-19

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Seven of Jesus’ friends were by the sea. Peter said, “I am going fishing.” The 
others went too. They fished all night long, but they did not catch anything. 
When the sun came up, a man on the shore said to put the net on the other 
side of the boat. They obeyed. They caught so many fish they could not 
pull in the net! “It is Jesus!” John said. Peter jumped into the sea and swam 
to shore. Jesus and His friends ate fish for breakfast. Then Jesus asked Peter 
three times, “Do you love Me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord!” Jesus told Peter and 
the friends to tell others about Him.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus ate fish with His friends.
 * Jesus forgave Peter.
 * Jesus wanted Peter to tell others about Him.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 21. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems. 
Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a job. Jesus wanted Peter to 
tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: Peter thought God’s plan was over, but Jesus wanted Peter to 
tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

MAKE SHEEP ART
Post an allergy alert. Paint a child’s hand with washable black paint. 
Help him press his hand with fingers splayed onto heavyweight 
paper and wipe off his hand. Cut quilt batting circles and glue one 
onto the palm. Stick googly eyes on the sheep. Write Feed My sheep! 
across the top of the page. Set aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a job. Like Peter, WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

TOUCH AND FEEL FISH NETS
Cut a pair of fishnet stockings into 6-inch sections. Pour smooth 
aquarium stones and toy fish in each section and knot it closed. 
Reinforce the knots with duct tape. Invite babies to squish the nets.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends, and Jesus forgave Peter. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to John 21. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE SEA ART
Place a heavyweight sheet of paper in a shirt box. Squirt blue, green, 
and white washable paint on the paper. Put a marble in the box, 
cover it, and help toddlers shake the box. Remove the artwork and 
let it dry. Toddlers can stick fish-shaped stickers to the art.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends, and Jesus forgave Peter. Jesus 
gave Peter a job to do. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

EAT BREAKFAST WITH FRIENDS
Provide toy food and dishes for toddlers to play out eating a meal 
with their friends. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends. Jesus gave Peter a job to do on 
earth. Like Peter, WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

FEED THE SHEEP
Print an image of a sheep from the Internet and glue it to the side 
of a cardboard box. Carefully use a screwdriver to make a hole near 
the mouth. Toddlers will “feed” the sheep by pushing green chenille 
craft stems through the hole.
SAY: Jesus told Peter to feed Jesus’ sheep. Jesus wanted Peter to tell 
others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PLAY WITH WATER
Provide a small plastic tub with an inch of water. Supervise toddlers 
as they play with floating toys.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends. Jesus wanted Peter to tell others 
about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS FORGIVES AND RESTORES
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 21:1-19
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FISHY KEY PASSAGE
Write the key passage on fish bath toys. Place them in a small pool 
with water (enough to float). Provide small nets for toddlers to 
scoop the fish. Say the key passage when children catch the fish. 
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends when He came back to life. 
Jesus wanted Peter to tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS too!

COUNT TO SEVEN
Provide seven small items for toddlers to touch or point to as you 
count aloud. Talk about the story.
SAY: Jesus’ seven friends went fishing. They had been fishermen 
before they followed Jesus. Now that Jesus had died and came back 
to life, they were not sure what they should do. Jesus wanted Peter 
to tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

SORT FISH
Provide several fish-shaped cutouts and guide toddlers to sort them 
by size and color. Talk about the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Jesus ate fish with His friends, and Jesus forgave Peter. Jesus 
wanted Peter to tell others about Him. WE CAN TELL OTHERS 

ABOUT JESUS!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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