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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 27 • Session 2
Jesus the Risen King

UNIT 27
SESSION 2 

JESUS AND THE DOUBTER

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 20:24-29
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

The Bible Story

John 20:24-29

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
One of Jesus’ friends—Thomas—was not there when Jesus visited His 
friends. The other friends kept telling Thomas, “We have seen Jesus!” But 
Thomas did not believe them. Thomas said, “I want to see and touch the 
holes in His hands and His side, or I will never believe!” Eight days later, 
the friends were in a locked room again. This time, Thomas was with them. 
Jesus stood in front of them! Jesus said to Thomas, “Touch the marks on My 
hands and My side. I am alive! Believe it!” Thomas believed. Thomas said, 
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus told Thomas, “You believe because you see 
Me. Those who believe in Me but do not see Me are blessed.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive.
 *Thomas believed Jesus is the Lord.
 *We can believe God’s words about Jesus.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive, and Thomas believed 
Jesus is the Lord. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ Jesus is with you, Jesus is with you, everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave you; He will always love you! 
Follow Him, follow Him!”

SAY: The Bible is God’s words. It tells us about Jesus. We can believe 
God’s words about Jesus, and WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

CHEER FOR BABIES
Sit in a circle with the babies on laps or in highchairs facing each 
other. Call each baby’s name, help her pull up to standing or bounce 
her on your lap, and cheer, “[Baby’s name] is here!” 
SAY: Thomas was not there when Jesus appeared. Jesus showed 
Thomas that He is alive. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS!

TOUCH A SENSORY BAG
Pour clear shower gel, water beads, glitter, plastic shapes, and other 
items in a ziplock bag and seal it with duct tape. Invite babies to 
touch and feel the bags.
SAY: Thomas believed Jesus is the Lord when he saw Jesus alive. We 
can believe God’s words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT 

JESUS!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open the 
Bible to John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the story. 
Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE HAND ART
Provide a sheet of paper for each toddler and fold it in half. Guide 
her to place her hand on the folded paper with her thumb and 
forefinger touching the fold. Trace her hand and then cut along the 
traced lines. Give her a heart sticker to place in the center of each 
palm. Write the Main Point across the hands.
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive, and Thomas believed 
Jesus is the Lord. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. He is alive!

WHO IS IT?
Before class, request permission to take pictures of toddlers with 
an electronic device according to your church’s security guidelines. 
Show the pictures to the children and say, “Point to this friend!” 
SAY: One of Jesus’ friends was not there when He appeared. 
Thomas wanted to see Jesus. Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. 
WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

WORK A PUZZLE
Print the Bible story picture and cut it into four squares. Invite 
toddlers to work the puzzle as you talk about the story.
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. We can believe God’s 
words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

IS IT ALIVE?
Gather magazine cutouts of people and nonliving objects. Help the 
toddlers sort the living and nonliving items.
SAY: Thomas believed Jesus is the Lord. We can believe God’s words 
about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS AND THE DOUBTER
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 20:24-29
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 15:4
MAIN POINT: We can tell others about Jesus.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Before class, make scented play dough according to the “Scented 
Play Dough” printable. Post an allergy alert. Invite toddlers to play 
with the scented play dough. Talk about toddlers using their senses.
SAY: Thomas did not believe Jesus was alive until he saw Him. We 
can believe God’s words about Jesus without seeing Him. WE CAN 

TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

PASS THE BIBLE
Print the key passage card in the translation of your choice. Use the 
card to mark the key passage in a small Bible. Invite toddlers to sit 
in a circle. Play music as toddlers pass the Bible. Stop the music. 
Guide a child to open the Bible as you say the key passage. 
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. Thomas believed Jesus 
is the Lord. We can believe God’s words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL 

OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

LOOK AT HANDS
Provide non-breaking magnifying glasses for toddlers to look at 
their hands and fingertips. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus showed Thomas that He is alive. We can believe God’s 
words about Jesus. WE CAN TELL OTHERS ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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