
26 Babies and Toddlers Leader Guide
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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 26 • Session 2
Jesus the Savior

UNIT 26
SESSION 2 

JESUS’ RESURRECTION

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

The Bible Story

Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Three days after Jesus died, Mary and some other women went to the tomb 
where they put Jesus. They brought sweet-smelling spices to put on Jesus’ 
body. They were so sad! When they reached Jesus’ tomb, the huge stone 
was rolled away and a man in bright clothes was sitting on it. “Why are 
you looking for Jesus here? He is alive!” the angel said. Then they saw Jesus! 
The women ran to tell the friends the good news. Peter and John ran to the 
tomb. They found the cloth that was wrapped around Jesus, but Jesus was 
not there! Peter was confused, but John believed. Jesus is alive!

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.
 * Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb.
 *God made Jesus alive again.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
John 20. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus died on the cross, but JESUS 

IS ALIVE. Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:
“ Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] [Repeat] 
Jesus is God’s Son; and He loves ev’ryone! 
Jesus died for you and me, but He’s alive! *[Clap, clap] 
*Substitute simple actions in subsequent rounds.

SAY: JESUS IS ALIVE! God sent Jesus to rescue us.

PAINT WITH TASTE-SAFE FINGER PAINT
Post an allergy alert. Place babies in bucket seats or highchairs. Use 
painting smocks to protect clothing. Add food color to plain yogurt 
or whipped cream for babies to use as finger paint on heavyweight 
paper. Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us by dying on the cross. God made 
Jesus alive. JESUS IS ALIVE today! 

TOUCH AND FEEL OIL
Post an allergy alert. Gently rub a drop of baby oil on a baby’s hands 
or feet. Talk about how the oil smells and feels soft and clean.
SAY: Jesus’ friends went to put oil and spices on Jesus’ body after 
Jesus died on the cross. When they got there, Jesus’ friends saw an 
empty tomb! JESUS IS ALIVE!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to John 20. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE EMPTY TOMB ART
Before class, gather construction paper, glue sticks, and brad 
fasteners. Cut out a semicircle and a circle about two inches wide 
from gray or brown paper for each toddler. Invite toddlers to glue 
their semicircle to construction paper. Help them draw and color 
in a hole with washable markers. Use a brad to secure the “stone” 
above the hole to roll it aside. Write the Main Point on each paper.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us, but Jesus is not in a tomb. JESUS 

IS ALIVE today!

RACE TO THE TOMB
Tape a large gray paper cutout to one wall to represent the tomb. 
Clear away any obstacles and line up the toddlers on the opposite 
wall. Invite toddlers to run to the tomb one at a time.
SAY: God sent Jesus to rescue us. When the women said JESUS IS 

ALIVE, Peter and John ran to His tomb. JESUS IS ALIVE today!

ROLL AWAY A STONE
Crumple a large sheet of gray paper to make a stone. You may also 
use a beach ball or foam ball. Invite toddlers to roll the stone back 
and forth as you talk about the large stone in front of Jesus’ tomb.
SAY: Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb, and the stone was rolled 
away! Then they saw Jesus alive! JESUS IS ALIVE today!

LISTEN TO HEARTBEATS
Provide a stethoscope for toddlers to listen to their heartbeats.
SAY: Jesus died on the cross, but God made Him alive. Jesus’ friends 
could see and touch Him, and He has a heartbeat. JESUS IS ALIVE!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS’ RESURRECTION
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 28:1-15; John 20:1-18
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
MAIN POINT: Jesus is alive.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SING ABOUT JESUS
Invite toddlers to clap, dance, or tap the table as you sing songs 
about Jesus’ love, such as “Jesus Loves Me.” Sing the chorus of “Low 
in the Grave He Lay” or other songs about the resurrection. If you 
are unfamiliar with these songs, check them out online before class.
SAY: Jesus’ friends were so sad when He died on the cross! But God 
sent Jesus to rescue us. The third day after Jesus died, God made 
Jesus alive again! Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb. JESUS IS ALIVE 
today! 

LOOK IN THE TOMB
Drape a blanket over three sides of a table. Fold a white sheet 
and set it in the “tomb.” Briefly review the Bible story and invite 
toddlers to look inside the empty tomb.
SAY: Jesus’ friends went to the tomb to take care of His body. Jesus’ 
friends saw an empty tomb because JESUS IS ALIVE!

HIDE A PERSON FIGURE
While toddlers watch you, hide a person figure under a blanket or 
in a box. Invite them to find the person. Review the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus’ friends saw an empty tomb. Jesus’ friends did not know 
what had happened to Jesus! Jesus showed His friends that JESUS IS 

ALIVE. God made Jesus alive again.
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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