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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and resurrection are the center 
of the gospel. Jesus accomplished the plan God had been 
working out throughout the Old Testament to bring 
salvation to sinners, and it happened in such an unlikely 
way.

In the Book of Acts, Peter testified to the Israelites about 
Jesus’ death: “Though He was delivered up according to 
God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless 
people to nail Him to a cross and kill Him” (Acts 2:23). 

Jesus’ Crucifixion

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross.
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the 

cross to save us from our sins, and He is alive today.

TEACH 
 THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 52
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1
Crucifixion was a horrific way to die. As you teach 
preschoolers, rather than focus on the graphic details of how 
Jesus died, emphasize why He died. Two primary reasons 
stand out: God is loving, and God is just.

First, God is loving. He sent His Son to be the Savior of 
the world because He loves us. (See John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; 
1 John 4:10.) Jesus submitted to the Father’s will; He 
humbled Himself and came to earth as a man, and He laid 
down His life because He loves us. (Eph. 5:2) 

Jesus lived the perfect life we failed to live and died the 
guilty death we don’t want to die. Those who trust in Him 
receive forgiveness and eternal life.

Second, God is just. God’s law for the people was plain. 
(See Deuteronomy 6:5.) But God’s people, and all people, 
broke the law. We have loved other things more than we 
love God. That is sin. So why did Jesus have to die? Why 
couldn’t He just say, “You are forgiven”? Because God is 
just, He requires due payment for sin. To simply forgive sin 
without requiring a payment would be unjust.

Jesus was our substitute, taking our place on the cross and 
absorbing God’s wrath on our behalf so we can be forgiven 
and declared righteous. (See Rom. 3:25-26; Col. 2:13-15.) 
Jesus died to release sinners from slavery to sin, and when 
we trust in Him, we are free indeed.
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 Jesus’ Crucifixio
Matthew 27:11-66

Jesus had been arrested and taken to Pilate (PIGH 
luht), the governor. “Are You the King of the Jews?” 
Pilate asked.

“Yes,” Jesus said. Then the religious leaders lied 
and said that Jesus had done wrong things, but Jesus 
never did anything wrong. Pilate thought Jesus would say 
something about the religious leaders’ lies, but Jesus was 
quiet.

Every year at Passover, Pilate would let the people choose 
a prisoner to set free. One of the prisoners had done very 
bad things. His name was Barabbas (buh RAB uhs). So 
Pilate asked the crowd, “Who do you want me to set free? 
Barabbas or Jesus?”

The crowd shouted, “Barabbas!”
Pilate asked, “What should I do with Jesus?”
“Kill Him on a cross!” they said. “Crucify Him!”
Pilate’s soldiers took Jesus away. They made fun of 

Him because He said He was a King. The soldiers put a 
crown of thorns on Jesus’ head and a purple robe on His 
back. They pretended to bow down to Him. Then they led 
Jesus away.

Jesus was nailed to a cross. They put a sign above 
Jesus’ head that said: THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two criminals were crucified 
next to Jesus.

The day turned dark. In the afternoon, Jesus cried 
out, “My God, My God, why have You left Me all alone?” 
Then Jesus shouted and said, “It is finished!”

Jesus died and was buried in a tomb. A large stone 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Select 
two volunteers to 
help you tell the 
story. Identify one 
as Barabbas and the 
other as Jesus. When 
telling the story 
stand behind or next 
to the volunteers, 
moving between the 
two and pointing to a 
child when referring 
to that volunteer. 

• Use props: Show 
a crown of thorns, 
purple robe, and sign 
that says “KING OF 
THE JEWS,” as these 
Bible story elements 
are read. 

The BIBLE STORY
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was rolled in front of the tomb, and Pilate’s soldiers 
guarded the tomb so that no one could steal Jesus’ body.

Christ Connection: We deserve to die because of our sin, 
but God loves us and kept His promise to send a Rescuer. Jesus 
never did anything wrong, but He died in our place. On the 
third day, Jesus rose from the dead. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sin and gives us life forever with Him.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “Resurrected” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “The Reason That We Sing.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Tell preschoolers about the best gift you ever received. Invite 
preschoolers to share about gifts they have received. 
SAY • As amazing as [gift you shared about] was, God gave 

me a gift that is far better than that one. He sent His 
very own Son to take the punishment for my sin, 
and now I get to spend forever with God! God wants 
to give you this gift too. Let me tell you about it.  

Open your Bible to Matthew 27. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Jesus Bookmark” at Ephesians 2:8. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage explains why Jesus died on the 

• “Resurrected” song
• “The Reason That 

We Sing” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Bookmark” 

printable
• scissors
• “Saved By Grace 

Through Faith” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixio
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross.
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the 

cross to save us from our sins, and He is alive today.
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cross. Jesus never did anything wrong, but He died 
in our place. This was God’s gift to us. When we 
trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and gives us life 
forever with Him.

Sing the key passage song “Saved By Grace Through Faith” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why did Jesus die on 

the cross? We learned that Jesus died on the cross 
for us. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin 
and gives us life forever with Him. Why did Jesus 
die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us 
from our sins, and He is alive today.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus died on the cross. We deserve to die because 

of our sin, but God loves us and kept His promise to 
send a Rescuer. Jesus never did anything wrong, but 
He died in our place. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sin and gives us life forever with Him.

Sing “The Reason That We Sing” and “That’s What Jesus 
Did” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “The Love of God.” You may also collect 
an offering. 
SAY • Thank You, God, for loving us so much that You sent 

Jesus to be our Rescuer—to die on the cross for our 
sin. Help us trust in Jesus so that our sins will be 
forgiven and we can live with You forever. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “The Reason That 

We Sing” song
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “The Love of God” 

song
• offering basket
• countdown video 

(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixio
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross.
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the 

cross to save us from our sins, and He is alive today.

Experience THE STORY

Play “Whom will you set free?”
Form two teams. Direct teams to stand against opposite 
walls while team members hold hands. Lead one team to 
ask the other team, “Whom will you set free?” That team 
will select a child to run across the room and join hands 
with the other team. Play several rounds as time allows. 
SAY • Pilate asked if he should set Barabbas or Jesus free. 

The people chose to free Barabbas, even though he 
had done very bad things. Jesus never did anything 
wrong! Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin. 

Make play dough crowns of thorns
Invite preschoolers to help you roll play dough into three 
long strands. Braid and bend the strands into a crown. 
Guide children to carefully stick toothpicks into the crown 
creating thorns. Provide preschoolers with their own play 
dough to make their own crown of thorns.  
SAY • The soldiers put a crown of thorns on Jesus’ head 

before they nailed Him to a cross. We deserve to die 
because of our sin, but God loves us and kept His 
promise to send a Rescuer. Jesus died on the cross. 
On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead.

LOW PREP

• play dough
• round or flat-tipped 

toothpicks 
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Color by number
Print a “Color by Number” sheet for each preschooler. 
Provide crayons or markers for children to color according 
to the instructions to reveal a cross on the gift box.
SAY • Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the 

cross to save us from our sins, and He is alive 
today. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from sin. 
We receive God’s gift of forgiveness and life forever 
when we turn from sin and trust in Jesus. 

Experiment with darkness and light
Invite children to take turns sitting inside a tent or under 
a table with a sheet draped over it. Provide flashlights and 
dim the lights. Remind children that the day turned dark 
when Jesus was on the cross. 
SAY • The day turned dark while Jesus was on the cross, 

even though it was the middle of the day. Why did 
Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save 
us from our sins, and He is alive today. 

Paint crosses
Instruct preschoolers to draw a large white cross on a sheet 
of heavyweight paper using a white crayon. Draw an outline 
of a cross on the paper for those who need assistance to 
fill in. Guide children to paint over the entire paper with 
watercolor paint. Let the artwork dry. 
SAY •  Jesus died on the cross in our place. We deserve to 

die because of our sin, but God loves us and kept His 
promise to send a Rescuer. On the third day, Jesus 
rose from the dead. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sin and gives us life forever with Him. 

Transition to review the story

• “Color by Number” 
printables, 1 per 
child

• crayons or makers

• tent or dark-colored 
sheet

• flashlights

• heavyweight paper
• white crayons
• cups of water
• watercolor paints
• paintbrushes
• painting smocks 

(optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Did Jesus deserve to be arrested? (No, Jesus never did 
anything wrong.) 

2. Who did the people choose to set free, Jesus or 
Barabbas? (Barabbas)

3. How did Jesus die? (Jesus died on the cross.)
4. Where did they put Jesus’ body after he died? (in a 

tomb)
5. Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the 

cross to save us from our sins, and He is alive 
today.

SAY • We deserve to die because of our sin, but God loves 
us and kept His promise to send a Rescuer. Jesus 
never did anything wrong, but He died in our place. 
When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and 
gives us life forever with Him.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, You are so good to us. Thank You for sending 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “The Reason That 

We Sing” song 
• “Saved By Grace 

Through Faith” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixio
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 27:11-66
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross.
KEY PASSAGE: Ephesians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the 

cross to save us from our sins, and He is alive today.

Review THE STORY
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Jesus to die for us so we can be with You forever. 
Thank You for loving us so much. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and discuss the reasons for it. If you 
are not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
important it is to tell others that Jesus died on the cross for 
us. You may also show the “Miracle Meals” video.
SAY • Have you ever seen people on the street who are 

asking for food or other help? Pastor Field is helping 
many people have food to eat and to learn about 
Jesus in New York City in the United States. We can 
be like Pastor Field by giving people food and telling 
them about Jesus. 

Tell the good news
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle. Explain that you will 
select a child to whisper a detail of today’s Bible story to the 
child next to her. Children will whisper the “good news” all 
the way around the circle until the last child hears it. The 
last child will announce the good news to the group. If parts 
of the Bible story detail were altered along the way, correct 
any misunderstanding and invite children to cheer for the 
good news with you.
SAY • Today we learned that Jesus died on the cross. 

Although Jesus’ death was very sad, it was part of 
God’s plan to rescue us from sin. Why did Jesus die 
on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from 
our sins, and He is alive today!

• “Miracle Meals” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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