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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Pharisees and other Jews in Jerusalem did not like 
Jesus. He didn’t play by their rules (Matt. 12:1-14), He 
claimed to be God (John 8:58-59; 10:22-33), and He 
extended salvation beyond the Jewish people (Luke 4:29). 
So they plotted several times how they might kill Him.

The events leading up to His death did not surprise Jesus. 
Each step was part of God’s established plan. (See Is. 53:10; 
Acts 2:23.) But knowing God’s plan didn’t lessen Jesus’ 
suffering as He was betrayed by His friends, arrested, falsely 

Jesus Was Arrested

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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accused, and beaten. As you teach preschoolers about the 
arrest of Jesus, help them understand the gravity of the 
events.

First, Jesus wanted to do God’s plan. Jesus came to earth 
to rescue people from sin. He was committed to doing 
the Father’s will (Matt. 26:39,42) When Judas showed up 
with a crowd, Jesus didn’t run. He didn’t even allow Peter 
to stand in His defense. (Matt. 26:52) Jesus willingly gave 
Himself up for us because He loves us. (Eph. 5:2)

Second, Jesus was betrayed and arrested even though He did 
nothing wrong. The Jews tried to find a legitimate reason to 
kill Jesus, but they couldn’t find one. (Matt. 26:59-60) Jesus 
did what we failed to do; He perfectly obeyed the law. His 
arrest was not just. The trial was not fair. But this had to 
happen. Only a sinless, perfect sacrifice could take away sin. 
(Heb. 9:11-14)

Finally, Jesus is who He says He is. After Jesus’ arrest, the 
high priest asked Jesus if He was the Son of God. Jesus 
affirmed that He is. (Matt. 26:64) The high priest accused 
Him of blasphemy (speaking against God), but Jesus always 
told the truth.

Jesus felt the pain of betrayal and the agony of His 
imminent suffering and death. He came to do His Father’s 
plan no matter what in order to bring salvation to the 
world.
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 Jesus Was Arrested
Matthew 26:36–27:2

Jesus and His friends went to a garden to pray. Jesus 
told eight of His friends to stay at the garden gate. Three of 
the friends went into the garden with Jesus. Then He told 
the friends, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”

Jesus was very sad. He fell facedown and prayed. 
“Father! If it is possible, do not let this happen. But I 
want to do Your plan.”

Jesus went back to His friends, but they were 
sleeping. “Couldn’t you stay awake for one hour?” He asked 
Peter. Jesus left again to pray. He came back and His friends 
were sleeping again. “Get up,” Jesus said. “It is almost 
time.” Jesus knew it was time for Him to do God’s plan to 
rescue people from sin.

All of a sudden, Judas came into the garden. A large 
crowd was with him, and the people carried swords and 
clubs. Judas kissed Jesus so the crowd would know who 
Jesus was. The people in the crowd grabbed Jesus to 
arrest Him. Peter pulled out his sword to fight the crowd, 
but Jesus told him to stop. Then Jesus said, “This is 
happening just like God said.” Jesus’ friends all left, but 
Peter stood back to watch what was happening.

The crowd led Jesus away to the high priest. The 
religious leaders wanted to find a reason to kill Jesus, but 
Jesus had done nothing wrong. The high priest asked 
Jesus, “Do You have anything to say? Are You the 
Messiah, God’s Son?”

Jesus said, “Yes, that’s right.”
The high priest and the religious leaders did not want 

to believe that Jesus was telling the truth, so they said He 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use facial 
expressions: 
Invite preschoolers 
to imagine that 
they were present 
when the Bible 
story took place. 
Pause at different 
intervals throughout 
the story and invite 
preschoolers to show 
you how they feel 
with their faces.

• Go outside: Lead 
preschoolers outside 
to a place that 
resembles a garden. 
Tell the Bible story 
there. 

The BIBLE STORY
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was lying. They said He deserved to die for telling lies 
about God.

As Peter watched, a servant came up to him. “Aren’t 
you one of Jesus’ friends?” he asked. But Peter said, “No! 
I’m not!” Two more times, people asked Peter if he was 
Jesus’ friend. Peter lied. “No!” he said. “I don’t even 
know Him!”

The next morning, the religious leaders made a plan to 
kill Jesus and took Him away to Pilate, the governor.

Christ Connection: Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to 
die to rescue people from sin. Jesus’ friends left Him and He 
was arrested, but Jesus did not fight back. He wanted to do His 
Father’s plan no matter what.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “What Makes Jesus Different” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “One.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to share a time they got in trouble for 
doing something wrong. Share a time of your own. 
SAY • Getting in trouble when you do something wrong 

makes sense, but getting in trouble when you have 
done nothing wrong does not make sense. In today’s 
Bible story, Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing 
wrong. Listen to hear what happened.

Open your Bible to Matthew 26:36–27:2. Show the video 
or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling 
helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Luke 4:18. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.

• “What Makes Jesus 
Different” song

• “One” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Arrested” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “The Spirit of the 

Lord” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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SAY • Jesus came to earth to bring the good news: He 
would make the way back to God. He would do 
that by dying on the cross. Obeying God’s plan was 
difficult, but Jesus obeyed anyway.

Sing the key passage song “The Spirit of the Lord” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Last time we learned that Jesus ate a special meal 

with His friends. Today’s Bible story happened 
just after that special meal. Now believers eat the 
Lord’s Supper together. Why do believers share the 
Lord’s Supper? Believers share the Lord’s Supper to 
remember Jesus’ life and death. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong. 

Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue 
people from sin. Jesus’ friends left Him and He was 
arrested, but Jesus did not fight back. He wanted to 
do His Father’s plan no matter what.

Sing “One” and “He Will Save Us” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “His Name Is 
Jesus.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY •  God, thank You that Jesus was willing to do Your 

plan no matter what. He came to die for sinners like 
me and the children in this room. Thank You for 
sending Him to do Your plan! Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “One” song
• “He Will Save Us” 

song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Experience THE STORY

Gather and scatter
Lead children to squeeze in tightly beside you when you say  
“gather” and to move as far away as possible when you say 
“scatter.” 
SAY • Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong. 

Jesus’ friends scattered, or ran away, after Jesus was 
arrested. Peter stayed close by, but when people asked 
Peter if he was Jesus’ friend, Peter lied and said no. 
Jesus died so that people like Peter, and people like 
us, can be forgiven of our sins. 

Play a sleeping game
Play music while preschoolers move around the room. 
Preschoolers must drop to the floor and pretend to be asleep 
when you stop the music. Children should stay “asleep” 
until the music starts again. 
SAY • Jesus asked three of His friends to stay awake and 

pray, but they fell asleep. This was not the only time 
Jesus’ friends mistreated Him. Judas turned away 
from Jesus. Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing 
wrong. Then Peter lied and said He did not know 
Jesus. Jesus died to rescue us from sin. 

LOW PREP

• “One” song 
(optional)

• “The Spirit of 
the Lord” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP
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Repeat actions three times
Say an action. Challenge preschoolers to perform the action 
three times while you count aloud. Suggestions include 
jumping jacks, push ups, claps, chicken flaps, and so forth. 
SAY • In the garden, Jesus prayed three times, telling God 

He wanted to do His plan. Jesus is God’s Son, and 
He always does what is right. Jesus was arrested, but 
He did nothing wrong. We are sinners who need 
Jesus to rescue us. 

Examine clocks
Gather several clocks, such as a wall clock, alarm clock, 
analog, digital, and so forth. Encourage preschoolers to 
examine the clocks. Demonstrate how to adjust the time. 
Give a simple lesson on how to read a clock.
SAY •  Clocks help us know what time it is, but Jesus did 

not need a clock to tell Him it was time for Him to 
do God’s plan to rescue people from sin. Jesus was 
arrested, but He did nothing wrong. Jesus did not 
fight back. He wanted to do His Father’s plan no 
matter what.

Make hand art 
Trace each preschooler’s hands on a sheet of paper. Write 
Not My will on the left hand and Your will be done on the 
right. Guide children to decorate their paper.
SAY • When Jesus prayed in the garden, He was very sad. 

He prayed. “Father! If it is possible, do not let this 
happen. But I want to do Your plan.” Jesus was 
arrested, but He did nothing wrong. Jesus could 
have fought back, but He didn’t. He wanted to do 
His Father’s plan no matter what.

Transition to review the story

LOW PREP

• various clocks

• paper
• markers
• crayons
• stickers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Jesus go to pray? (a garden) 
2. Did Jesus’ friends stay awake? (No, they fell asleep.)
3. Who brought people to the garden to arrest Jesus? 

(Judas, one of Jesus’ friends)
4. Was Jesus arrested because He did something 

wrong? (No, Jesus was arrested, but He did 
nothing wrong.)

5. What did Jesus say when the high priest asked, “Are 
You God’s Son?” (He said, “Yes, that’s right.”)

6. Did Peter admit that he was Jesus’ friend? (No, 
Peter said He did not know Jesus.)

SAY • Jesus knew God’s plan was for Him to die to rescue 
people from sin. He prayed three times telling God 
He would do His plan, even though it would be very 
hard. Jesus’ friends left Him and He was arrested, 
but Jesus did not fight back. Jesus knew His friends 
needed to be rescued from their sin, just like we do. 
Jesus was ready to do God’s plan.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “One” song 
• “The Spirit of the 

Lord” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Arrested
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
MAIN POINT: Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You that Jesus was willing to do Your 

plan even though it was hard. Jesus was arrested, 
but He did nothing wrong. He did not deserve to 
die. But Jesus died to save us from our sin, and we 
give Him praise for that today! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Jesus was willing to give His very own life to 
save people from sin. This is good news everyone needs to 
hear. You may also show the “Bumpy Roads” video.
SAY • Let’s pray for the White family and the people of 

Lagunetas. Let’s pray that God would save many 
people in Lagunetas, and that the Whites would get 
the opportunity to share the good news of Jesus in 
many other Chorti villages. 

Link paper clips chains 
Show preschoolers how to link paper clips together and 
invite them form paper clips chains.  
SAY • Jesus was arrested, but He did nothing wrong. 

Jesus could have run away after He was arrested, but 
He chose to stay with the people who were treating 
Him unfairly. Jesus wanted to do God’s plan no 
matter what.

• “Bumpy Roads” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• large paper clips
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