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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 4
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 4 

JESUS WAS ARRESTED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 26:36–27:2

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
After Jesus ate the special meal with His friends, He and His friends went to 
a garden to pray. Three of His friends went further with Him. Jesus asked 
them to wait while He prayed. Jesus was very sad. Jesus knew it was time 
for Him to die on the cross to rescue people. Jesus prayed, “My Father, if 
it is possible to rescue people another way, let it happen. But I will do Your 
plan.” Then Jesus went back to His friends, but they were asleep! Jesus woke 
up the friends. Judas was coming, and Judas brought people with him! Judas 
kissed Jesus and said, “Hello, Teacher!” Then the people grabbed Jesus to 
take Him away. Jesus’ friends ran away. Jesus said, “This is happening like 
God said it would.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus went to a garden to pray.
 * Jesus never made wrong choices.
 *God sent Jesus to rescue us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. He was sad, but JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus to rescue us. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. Jesus never made wrong choices. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

STICKY HEART ART
Before class, cut out several heart shapes from various media (foam 
sheets, doilies, tissue paper). Tape clear contact plastic sticky-side up 
onto a highchair or floor. Help babies place hearts onto the contact 
plastic, and then cover it with another sheet of contact plastic. Write 
the Main Point on each child’s artwork.
SAY: People took Jesus away, but Jesus never made wrong choices. 
JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

BREAK CHAINS
Wrap plastic teething chain links over books, around favorite toys, 
or jumper legs. Encourage babies to break the chains. You may also 
help babies link the chains so they can shake them.
SAY: Jesus never made wrong choices. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card. 
Open your Bible to Matthew 26. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Gospel Gems and Main Point. Pray 
for the toddlers.

SING A SONG
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” to toddlers as you perform simple hand 
motions or clap to the beat. If time permits, sing each toddler’s 
name in the song. 
SAY: Jesus never made wrong choices. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us.

WAKE UP AND SLEEP
Invite toddlers to lay down on the floor and pretend to sleep. When 
you say, “Wake up!” toddlers will sit up and stretch. Play the game 
three times.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray, but His friends fell asleep three 
times! JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus to rescue us.

READ A BOOK
Read the “Jesus Saves Book” printable to toddlers, pointing out 
today’s Bible story. Briefly review the previous week’s Bible stories.
SAY: All people do wrong things, but Jesus never made wrong 
choices. God sent Jesus to rescue us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PICK FLOWERS
Before class, cut holes in the lid of a large shoebox. Place firm 
florist’s foam in the shoe box and tape the shoebox closed. Stick 
artificial flowers without small pieces through the holes into the 
foam. Invite toddlers to pick the flowers.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS ARRESTED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–27:2
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: CHAIN IMPRINTS
Provide play dough and lightweight chain links. You may also use 
plastic teething links. Help toddlers make imprints of the chains.
SAY: People took Jesus away, but Jesus never made wrong choices. 
God sent Jesus to rescue us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

LOOK AT FLOWERS AND LEAVES
Post an allergy alert. Provide non-breaking magnifying glasses and 
large flowers and leaves for toddlers to examine. Make sure toddlers 
do not eat the nature items.
SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. People took Jesus away, but 
Jesus never made wrong choices. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

FINGERPLAY ABOUT PRAYER
Perform the hand motions to a simple fingerplay. Invite toddlers to 
do the motions with you.
“ God is listening, God is listening. [Point up to heaven.] 
to every word we say. [Point to your lips.] 
He will hear us, He will hear us. [Point to your ears.] 
Every time we pray.” [Fold hands in prayer.]

SAY: Jesus went to a garden to pray. The Bible says God heard Jesus’ 
prayer. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus to rescue us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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