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Leader BIBLE STUDY

In preparation for the Passover feast, Jesus made His 
triumphal entry to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple 
there. Herod the Great completely rebuilt the temple in 
20–18 B.C. as part of his architectural projects. The temple 
was surrounded by walls and gates, with specific places 
for Gentiles, women, and men to worship God and offer 
sacrifices. The temple was a symbol of God’s presence 
among His people.

Jesus Cleansed the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus stopped people from misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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When Jesus entered the Court of the Gentiles, He was 
furious to see people buying and selling in the temple. 
Animal sacrifices were required for participation in the 
temple. For many worshipers traveling from all over the 
Roman Empire to take part in Passover, it was easier to 
purchase unblemished animals for sacrificing in the Court 
of the Gentiles. There, they also exchanged foreign currency 
for the temple taxes and offerings. So why was Jesus angry 
at the people?

The merchants buying and selling in the temple were 
treating the temple as a market or bazaar, not like the 
house of prayer for all nations that God had intended for 
it to be. (See Isa. 56:7.) The money changers’ prices were 
so exorbitant, they were practically robbing the people. 
(Mark 11:17) On top of that, people were using the temple 
courts as a shortcut to get to their businesses. The Gentiles 
who wished to worship God in peace were surrounded by 
greed and extortion.

Jesus threw out the merchants and money changers. He was 
committed to honoring God and did not believe the temple 
should be used as a marketplace. The chief priests and the 
scribes saw what happened, and they wanted to destroy 
Jesus. (Luke 19:47)

These events led up to Jesus’ death and resurrection, and 
now we do not need to go to a temple to meet with God. 
Jesus came as God’s presence among us (John 1:14) and to 
be the final sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. We gather 
with the church to worship Him together.
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 Jesus Cleansed the Temple
Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19

It was time for the Jewish people to celebrate Passover. 
Jesus, His friends, and many other people went to the city 
of Jerusalem. Jesus and His disciples went to the temple.

The temple was supposed to be a place whe e people 
went to worship God, but Jesus saw people doing things 
they were not supposed to do. Some people were buying 
and selling animals. Other people were trading money. 
The temple was not a sto e!

Jesus also saw people carrying things through the temple 
to get from one side of the city to the other. This was not
what God wanted the temple to be used for. How could 
people pray and worship God with all that noise?

Jesus was right to be angry. He turned over the tables 
and knocked over the chairs of the people who were 
selling animals and trading money. He told all of those 
people to leave. “The Scriptu es say, My house will 
be called a house of prayer for everyone. But you are 
making it a place for thieves!” He said.

Every day, Jesus went to the temple to teach people 
about God. People who were blind came to Jesus, and He 
healed them. People who could not walk came to Jesus, 
and He healed them too. People were amazed at the 
things Jesus said and did. Children began shouting in 
the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” The wo d 
hosanna means “Save now!”

The eligious leaders did not like what was happening. 
They did not like esus, and they did not like how everyone 
else liked Him. The eligious leaders wanted to kill Jesus.

“Do You hear what these children are saying?” they 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use sound 
effects: Locate a 
sound effect for a 
busy marketplace 
and play it in the 
background as you 
tell the Bible story. 
Stop the sound effect 
when you get to the 
part where Jesus tells 
the people to leave. 

• Be interactive: 
Lead preschoolers to 
shout, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David!” at 
the appropriate place 
in the Bible story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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asked Jesus.
“Yes,” Jesus said. “Have you never read the Scripture 

that says, ‘You have prepared praise from the mouths of 
children and babies’?”

Then esus left and went to the city of Bethany to spend 
the night.

Christ Connection: Jesus made the people in the temple 
leave. He was right to be angry. The people were keeping others 
from praying and worshiping God. Jesus came to earth to die 
on the cross to take away people’s sin so they could be friends 
with God.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “What Makes Jesus Different” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “One.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Before children enter, turn over all chairs and tables in the 
room. Ask children what might have happened.
SAY • In our Bible story today, people were not using God’s 

temple right. Jesus became angry, and He turned 
over the tables and knocked over the chairs. He 
wanted the people to use God’s temple the right way.

Open your Bible to Matthew 21:12-17 or Mark 11:15-19. 
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Luke 4:18. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to 
the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that God’s Spirit was on 

• “What Makes Jesus 
Different” song

• “One” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Cleansed 

the Temple” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “The Spirit of the 

Lord” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Cleansed the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus stopped people from misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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Jesus. He had good news to tell, but the people 
misusing the temple were keeping people from 
hearing the good news and worshiping God. Jesus 
made those people leave. Then He came back to the 
temple everyday to teach the good news about God. 

Sing the key passage song “The Spirit of the Lord” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question asks, Why do believers 

share the Lord’s Supper? Believers share the Lord’s 
Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death. When 
followers of Jesus share the Lord’s Supper, they are 
remembering how Jesus died on the cross to take 
away people’s sin. We can be friends with God 
because of what Jesus did for us on the cross.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus stopped people from misusing God’s temple. 

Jesus was right to be angry. The people were keeping 
others from praying and worshiping God. Jesus came 
to earth to die on the cross to take away people’s sin 
so they could be friends with God.

Sing “One” and “He Will Save Us” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “His Name Is 
Jesus.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Thank You, Jesus, for coming to earth to make a 

way for all people to worship You. Thank You for 
bringing the good news that we can be friends with 
God through You. Amen. 

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “One” song
• “He Will Save Us” 

song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Cleansed the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus stopped people from misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Experience THE STORY

Build a temple
Guide preschoolers to use blocks to build a temple 
courtyard. Direct a handful of children to enter the temple 
and say, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” Keep bringing 
more children inside until everyone has had a turn. 
SAY •  Jesus stopped people from misusing the temple. 

Jesus would go to the temple every day to heal people 
and teach them about God. People were amazed, and 
children shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

Visit your worship center
Lead preschoolers to your church’s worship center. If 
worship is in progress, slip quietly in the back or watch 
from the door for a few minutes. Consider using a walking 
rope to make sure preschoolers stay together.
SAY •  Jesus stopped people from misusing the temple. 

We do not worship God in a temple, but we get 
to worship God with other believers at church. 
Jesus came to earth to die on the cross to take away 
people’s sin so they could be friends with God.

Guess animal sounds
Make various animal sounds and invite preschoolers to 

• blocks

LOW PREP

• walking rope 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• mobile device 
(optional)

LOW PREP
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guess the animal. Consider downloading a sound effects app 
or locating animal sounds online. Allow older preschoolers 
to take turns making animal sounds.
SAY • People were buying and selling animals at the temple. 

The temple was not a store. Jesus stopped people 
from misusing the temple. Jesus made the people 
in the temple leave. He was right to be angry. 
The people were keeping others from praying and 
worshiping God. 

Find and give offerings
Wrap a shoe box and shoe box lid separately in wrapping 
paper. Cut a slit through the center of lid. Hide plastic coins 
throughout the room. Then direct the children to go on a 
hunt to find them. Every time a child finds a coin, she puts 
it in the offering box. 
SAY • The temple was meant to be a place where people 

could bring offerings to God. Instead people were 
using it as a place to make money. And they were 
making so much noise, it was hard to worship. Jesus 
stopped people from misusing the temple. 

Coin rubbings and matching
Show preschoolers how to create coin rubbings by taping 
a variety coins to the table, covering the coins with paper, 
and rubbing an unwrapped crayon over the paper. When a 
preschooler finishes his rubbings, encourage him to match 
his coins with the images on his paper. 
SAY • Some people at the temple cared more about money 

than they did about God. Jesus stopped people 
from misusing the temple. Then He went to the 
temple to heal people and teach. 

Transition to review the story

• shoe box with lid
• wrapping paper
• tape
• plastic coins

• coins
• tape
• paper
• crayons

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How were people using the temple? (buying and 
selling animals, trading money, using the temple as a 
shortcut) 

2. What did Jesus do when He saw this? (turned over 
tables, knocked over chairs, made the people leave)

3. What did Jesus stop the people from doing? (Jesus 
stopped people from misusing God’s temple.)

4. What did Jesus do when He returned to the temple 
later on? (taught about God; healed people)

5. Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember 
Jesus’ life and death.

SAY • Jesus saw many people treating the temple like a 
store. Jesus made them leave. Jesus was right to 
be angry. These people were keeping others from 
praying and worshiping God. Jesus wants all people 
to have a chance to worship God. Jesus came to earth 
to die on the cross to take away people’s sin.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “One” song 
• “The Spirit of the 

Lord” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Cleansed the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
MAIN POINT: Jesus stopped people from misusing the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • Thank You, Jesus, for caring so much that we have 

a chance to know You and worship God the Father. 
You made a way for us to be friends with God, and 
You are the only One who can save us. Like those 
children long ago, we give You praise today. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Jesus wanted all people to be able to worship 
God. When we tell people who do not know about Jesus 
about Him, we are giving them a chance to worship Him 
and be friends with God. You may also show the “Cuba to 
the Nations” video.
SAY • Javier and Yaima care about all people knowing Jesus. 

They share the good news wherever God takes them! 
Let’s pray that God would grow their ministry, that 
more people would hear about Jesus, believe in Him, 
and worship God. 

Guess emotions 
Face away from the children. Turn around and express 
a different emotion and allow preschoolers to guess the 
emotion. Sample emotions include surprised, happy, 
sad, mad, confused, tired, sick, worried, excited, proud 
(arrogant), bored, shy, scared, sorry. Remind preschoolers 
that Jesus was right to be angry. Jesus stopped people from 
misusing God’s temple.

• “Cuba to the 
Nations” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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