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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 2
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 2 

JESUS CLEANSED THE 
TEMPLE
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus and His friends traveled to Jerusalem. Jesus knew that soon He would 
die and come back to life to rescue people. Jesus went to the temple, but it 
did not look or sound like a place to worship God. It looked and sounded 
like a noisy market! People were buying and selling animals in the temple. 
Other people were swapping out money. Jesus flipped over the tables and 
made those people leave. Jesus said, “It is written, My house will be a house 
of prayer.” People who could not see and people who could not walk came 
to Jesus, and Jesus healed them. The children who saw Jesus in the temple 
praised Him as the Messiah, God’s special King.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *People gave gifts to God in the temple.
 * Jesus made the people selling in the temple leave.
 * Jesus showed He is the Messiah.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 21; Mark 11. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: People gave gifts to God in the temple, but some people were 
not using the temple right. Jesus made people selling in the temple 
leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: Jesus made people selling in the temple leave. Jesus showed He 
is the Messiah, God’s special King. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

MAKE ZIPLOCK ART
Use painter’s tape to make a J on heavyweight paper for each baby. 
Place the paper in a ziplock bag with a squirt of paint. Seal it with 
duct tape. Guide the baby to squish the paint. Talk about how Jesus 
starts with J. Remove the painter’s tape and set the art aside to dry.
SAY: Jesus showed He is the Messiah. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PLAY WITH ANIMAL FIGURES
Provide plastic animal figures for babies to play with. Make sure 
the figures do not have small parts or sharp edges. It is OK if babies 
gum the figures, but disinfect figures afterward.
SAY: God made animals. People gave gifts to God in the temple, 
and some gifts were animals. Jesus made people selling in the temple 
leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card to 
toddlers. Open your Bible to Matthew 21 or Mark 11. Show the 
Bible story picture. Say the Main Point and then pray.

MAKE TEMPLE ART
Print the “Temple Template” onto heavyweight paper for each 
toddler. Provide foam rectangles, tissue paper squares, and adhesive 
dots. Guide toddlers to stick shapes to the temple. Assist as needed.
SAY: People gave gifts to God in the temple. Jesus made people 
selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

PUT “COINS” IN SLOTS
Provide a shoebox with a lid and clean, hand-size jar lids. Cut slits 
in the shoebox lid wide enough for the “coins” to fit in the slots. 
Use colorful masking tape to reinforce the holes. Invite toddlers to 
put coins in the slots, open the box, take them out, and play again.
SAY: People gave gifts to God in the temple. Jesus made people 
selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

READ A BOOK
Read the “Jesus Saves Book”printable to toddlers, pointing out 
today’s Bible story. Keep the book to use throughout this unit.
SAY: Jesus made people selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN.

MAKE ANIMAL NOISES
Invite toddlers to make animal noises with you. Invite them to 
identify animals whose sounds you are making.
SAY: Some people treated the temple like an animal market! Jesus 
made people selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS CLEANSED THE TEMPLE
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE NOISE
Invite toddlers to shake sealed coffee cans filled with coins. Invite 
toddlers to make animal sounds and stomp their feet. Talk about 
how difficult it would be to worship God in such a noisy place.
SAY: Jesus made people selling in the temple leave. Jesus showed He 
is the Messiah. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

FINGERPLAY ABOUT PRAYER
Perform the hand motions to a simple fingerplay. Invite toddlers to 
do the motions with you.
“ God is listening, God is listening. [Point up to heaven.] 
to every word we say. [Point to your lips.] 
He will hear us, He will hear us. [Point to your ears.] 
Every time we pray.” [Fold hands in prayer.]

SAY: Jesus said the temple was for praying. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Provide soft foam or cardboard blocks for toddlers to stack to make 
a temple. Make sure toddlers do not stack blocks above their chin 
level. Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. Jesus made people 
selling in the temple leave. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

© 2017  LifeWay




