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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Three decades had passed since Jesus arrived on earth as a 
helpless baby. He grew up and began His ministry. People 
wondered, Could this be the Messiah? From the time sin 
entered the world through Adam, God was working out His 
rescue plan. Finally, at just the right time, God sent His Son 
into the world.

John the Baptist announced Jesus’ purpose: “Here is the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

Jesus Was Anointed

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

TEACH 
 THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 10

EXPERIENCE 
 THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 12

REVIEW 
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
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(John 1:29). Jesus called disciples to follow Him, and 
He spent three years teaching people about God and 
proclaiming the good news.

People began talking about the possible Messiah. If He 
really was the “Anointed One”—the promised Deliverer—
when would He rise up against the Roman government? 
As Jesus’ ministry came to a close, He made His way 
toward Jerusalem. But Jesus wasn’t about to overthrow a 
government; He was about to die.

Jesus was eating supper at Simon’s house in Bethany when 
Mary (the sister of Lazarus) poured oil over Jesus. Her act 
angered the disciples, who thought the oil should have 
been sold and the money used to help the poor. But Jesus 
affirmed Mary for her actions. Mary did not waste the oil; 
she used it to worship Jesus. Jesus allowed Mary to anoint 
Him because He deserved to be anointed. Jesus is more 
valuable than anything.

Help the preschoolers you teach see the bigger picture here. 
What happened in the days leading to Jesus’ death was part 
of God’s plan. Jesus said that Mary had prepared Him for 
burial. (Matt. 26:12) Days later, Jesus died on the cross to 
rescue people from sin. On the third day, He rose from the 
dead. Jesus is alive!

Jesus is our Lord and Savior. God calls us to treasure Him 
more than anything or anyone else. We can show our love 
for Him through the ways we worship. He is worthy of all 
our praise.

Check out the video 
“The Big Story” for 
a picture of this 
quarter’s part in 
God’s big story of 
redemption.
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Jesus Was Anointed
Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

Every year, the Jewish people celebrated a holiday called 
Passover. They gathered together to remember a special 
event that happened long ago. When God’s people were 
slaves in Egypt, God rescued His people. God did great 
things to show the king of Egypt that God is in charge. 
Finally, the king of Egypt let God’s people go. God made 
Moses a leader of His people. Moses led them out of Egypt 
to a land God had promised to give them.

God did not want His people to forget what happened 
in Egypt, so every year, the Jewish people had a feast to 
remember. Many of the people traveled to the city of 
Jerusalem to get ready for the celebration.

A few days before the Passover feast began, Jesus went 
to the town of Bethany. Jesus’ friend Lazarus lived in 
Bethany. Lazarus’s sisters, Mary and Martha, lived there 
too.

Jesus went to a friend’s house for a meal. Jesus was 
relaxing at the table when Mary came to Him. She had 
a jar, and inside the jar was some very expensive oil. The 
oil smelled good, like a perfume. Mary broke open the 
jar and poured the oil on Jesus’ head and feet.

Jesus’ friends were at the house, and they were upset! 
They thought Mary had done a silly thing. The oil was 
worth a lot of money. One of Jesus’ friends said, “She 
could have sold the oil and used the money to help 
people who are poor!”

Jesus’ friends told Mary that she had done the wrong 
thing, but Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has done a 
very good thing for Me.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Relax around a 
table: Lower the 
legs of a table or 
set a large piece of 
cardboard on some 
blocks to form a low 
table. Lay pillows 
or beanbag chairs 
around the table. 
Invite preschoolers 
to relax around the 
table as you tell the 
Bible story. 

• Use a fancy 
perfume bottle:  
Hold a fancy bottle 
of perfume while 
you tell the Bible 
story. Pantomime 
Mary’s actions at 
the appropriate 
moments.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Then Jesus said, “You will always have people around 
you who are poor, but you will not always have Me.” 
Jesus was going away soon. He knew He was going to die. 
By pouring oil on Jesus, Mary got Jesus’ body ready to be 
buried.

Jesus said that many people would hear about the good 
thing Mary had done. He said, “Wherever the good news 
about Me is told in the world, people will hear about 
this woman.”

Christ Connection: Mary did the right thing by pouring oil 
on Jesus. She worshiped Him. Jesus is most important, and He 
deserves to be worshiped. Jesus knew that He was going to die to 
rescue people from sin. He would be buried and then rise from 
the dead.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “What Makes Jesus Different” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “One.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Set up a table for a “feast.” Use either plastic food or real 
food and decorations that suggest a celebration.
SAY • What do you see displayed on this table? [Invite 

responses.] I have set up this table for a feast, or a 
celebration. Our Bible story today takes place during 
a time of feasting called Passover. Passover was the 
time God’s people, the Jews, gathered to remember 
how God had saved them from the Egyptians. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 26:6-13 or John 12:1-8. 
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at Luke 4:18. Invite a 
volunteer to come up and open the Bible to the key passage.

• “What Makes Jesus 
Different” song

• “One” song 

• Bible
• food
• party decorations
• “Jesus Was 

Anointed” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “The Spirit of the 

Lord” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.
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SAY • Jesus came to earth to deliver the good news that all 
sinners can be saved through Him. Mary understood 
that Jesus was special and the most important. Mary 
anointed Jesus. To anoint someone means to pour 
oil or perfume on him to show he is being set apart 
for a special purpose. Mary worshiped Jesus.

Sing the key passage song “The Spirit of the Lord” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why do believers share 

the Lord’s Supper? A believer is a follower of Jesus, 
and the Lord’s Supper is a special meal followers of 
Jesus eat to remember that Jesus loves them and died 
on the cross for them. Why do believers share the 
Lord’s Supper? Believers share the Lord’s Supper to 
remember Jesus’ life and death.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Mary anointed Jesus by pouring oil on Him. This 

was Mary’s way of worshiping Jesus. Jesus is most 
important, and He deserves to be worshiped. Jesus 
knew that He was going to die to rescue people from 
sin. He would be buried and then rise from the dead.

Sing “One” and “Yahweh Is Good” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “His Name Is 
Jesus.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Jesus, thank You for showing us You are more 

important than anything we own. Even our most 
expensive things are worth less than You are, Jesus. 
Only You can make us truly happy, and only You 
deserve to be worshiped. Thank You for loving us 
and dying for us. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “One” song
• “Yahweh Is Good” 

song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Experience THE STORY

Play a jar passing game
Remind preschoolers that anoint means to pour oil or 
perfume on someone to show they are being set apart for 
a special purpose. Play music while preschoolers pass a jar 
around as they sit in a circle. When the music stops, the 
preschooler holding the jar must say the main point. 
SAY • Mary broke open her jar of oil and poured it on 

Jesus. Mary anointed Jesus. By pouring oil on Jesus, 
Mary got Jesus’ body ready to be buried. Jesus was 
going to die to rescue people from sin. He would be 
buried and then rise from the dead.

Oil and water paintings
Place a small amount of water and oil in a shallow pan. 
Stir so droplets disperse among the water. Lightly place 
watercolor paper on the surface of the water and oil. 
Remove quickly and place on a baking sheet. Invite children 
to drop dyed water onto their papers using eyedroppers. Set 
aside to dry. Provide ziplock bags in case the artwork is not 
dry before parents arrive.
SAY • Mary anointed Jesus with her most expensive 

oil. Mary did this to show that Jesus was the most 
important and that He deserved to be worshiped. 

• plastic jar
• “The Spirit of 

the Lord” song 
(optional)

• “One” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
download

• water
• shallow pan
• eyedroppers
• cooking oil
• spoon 
• watercolor paper
• baking sheet
• cups
• food color
• gallon ziplock bags 

(optional)
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Serve a meal
Bring out toy food and provide plates, cups, napkins, and 
cutlery if possible. Encourage the preschoolers to play out 
sharing a meal with each other. 
SAY • Jesus and His friends went to a man named Simon’s 

house to eat a meal during Passover. Mary poured 
her jar of expensive oil on Jesus’ head and feet. Mary 
anointed Jesus to worship Him. 

Explore shower gel in a bag
Place colored shower gel into several gallon ziplock bags. 
Seal the bags with duct tape. Invite the preschoolers to press 
on the shower gel and watch it move. Rub some shower gel 
on your hand so the children may smell it. 
SAY • This shower gel smells good, doesn’t it? Mary 

anointed Jesus with expensive oil that smelled nice 
too. This was Mary’s way of worshiping Jesus, the 
one who died to rescue us from our sin. 

Pouring from pitchers
Provide a variety of cups and plastic pitchers for pouring 
water back and forth from two large plastic tubs. Keep 
towels handy for cleanup.
SAY • Mary anointed Jesus by pouring oil on His head and 

feet. One of Jesus’ friends said, “She could have sold 
the oil and used the money to help people who are 
poor!” But Mary loved Jesus more than anything else, 
and she worshiped Him. 

Transition to review the story

• toy food
• plastic dishes and 

cutlery

• Allergy Alert 
download

• shower gel 
• gallon ziplock bags
• duct tape

• cups
• plastic pitchers
• water
• large plastic tubs
• towels

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was Jesus doing at Simon’s house? (eating a 
meal) 

2. Who came to Simon’s house with a jar of expensive 
oil? (Mary)

3. What did Mary do to Jesus? (Mary anointed 
Jesus.)

4. Who thought Mary had done a silly thing? (Jesus’ 
friends)

5. What did Jesus say about Mary anointing Him? 
(“She has done a very good thing for Me.”)

6. Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 
Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember 
Jesus’ life and death.

SAY • Mary anointed Jesus with her most expensive oil. 
Mary worshiped Him. Jesus is most important, and 
He deserves to be worshiped. Jesus knew that He was 
going to die to rescue people from sin. He would be 
buried and then rise from the dead.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “One” song 
• “The Spirit of the 

Lord” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Anointed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
MAIN POINT: Mary anointed Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why do believers share the Lord’s Supper? 

Believers share the Lord’s Supper to remember Jesus’ life and death.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for showing us how important Jesus 

is. He is Your One and Only Son who came to earth 
to die and rise from the dead. He is more important 
than anything, and He deserves to be worshiped. 
Help us worship Jesus this week. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are 
not participating in a missions activity, talk about how all 
people need to know that Jesus is most important. You may 
also show the “The Best Summer Ever” video.
SAY • It was exciting to learn about Javier and Yaima, and 

how many children support the work they are doing 
in Cuba through prayer and giving. When you go 
home today, ask your parents if your family supports 
any missionaries. What are their names? 

Give your best
Remind preschoolers that Mary loved Jesus so much that 
she wanted to give Him her best oil. Explain that when we 
love Jesus, we want to give Him our best. Ask preschoolers 
to do their best performance of the following actions. 

• Do your best jumping. 
• Do your best skipping. 
• Do your best smiling. 
• Do your best clapping. 
• Do your best singing. 
• Do your best dancing.

• “The Best Summer 
Ever” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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