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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 25 • Session 1
Jesus the Anointed One

UNIT 25
SESSION 1 

JESUS WAS ANOINTED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

The Bible Story

Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. Soon Jesus would die on the cross to 
rescue people from their wrong choices. Jesus stopped at the house of a man 
named Simon. While He was there, a woman came to Jesus. She had a jar 
of sweet-smelling oil. The woman poured the oil on Jesus’ head to worship 
Him. Jesus’ friends were upset. They said, “She should have sold the oil for a 
lot of money to give to the poor!” Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has done 
a very good thing for Me. People will remember what she has done for Me.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *A woman poured oil on Jesus.
 * Jesus knew He would soon die on the cross.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26; John 12. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to show that Jesus would soon 
die on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus because He 
loves us. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing the chorus of “Oh, How I Love Jesus”:
“ Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus because He first loved me!”

SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN to 
rescue us.

WASH BABIES’ FEET
Post an allergy alert. Place babies in highchairs or on their backs on 
a blanket. One at a time, rub baby oil on a baby’s feet (or use warm 
water if allergies are an issue). Use a soft towel to dry her feet.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus. She wanted to show that she 
loved Him. Jesus said He would soon die on the cross. JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN.

SHAKE PERFUME JARS
Before class, fill clean, travel-size plastic bottles with beads or 
uncooked beans. Seal the jars with colorful duct tape. Help babies 
hold and shake the “perfume jars” to hear the sounds they make.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to anoint Him. God sent Jesus 
because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card to toddlers. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 26:6-13 or John 12:1-8. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point. Pray for the toddlers.

PAINT WITH BABY OIL
Post an allergy alert. Provide colorful construction paper and large 
cotton balls for each toddler. Dab a few drops of oil on the cotton 
ball and guide toddlers to rub it across the paper. 
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to show she loved Him. She 
anointed Jesus. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN. God sent Jesus because He 
loves us.

PLAY OUT A MEAL
Provide toy dishes and toy food to play out serving a meal. Briefly 
review the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus knew He would soon die on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S 

PLAN. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

READ A BOOK
Print and assemble the “Jesus Saves Book” printable. Read the book 
to toddlers, pointing out today’s Bible story. Keep the book to use 
throughout this unit.
SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

MIX OIL AND WATER IN BOTTLES
Fill clear, empty water bottles with equal parts water and mineral or 
cooking oil. Add food color, glitter, and pom-poms. Seal the bottles 
with duct tape. Invite toddlers to shake the bottles and watch the oil 
and water separate. Read the key passage card.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus to show JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

© 2017  LifeWay



9Jesus the Anointed One

Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS ANOINTED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:6-13; John 12:1-8
KEY PASSAGE: Luke 4:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus did God’s plan.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Before class, make scented play dough according to the “Scented 
Play Dough” printable. Post an allergy alert. Invite toddlers to play 
with the scented play dough. 
SAY: Our play dough smells so good! A woman poured oil on Jesus 
to show she loved Him. Jesus’ friends were upset, but Jesus was 
pleased. Jesus knew He would soon die on the cross. JESUS DID 

GOD’S PLAN.

WORK PUZZLES
Provide wooden puzzles featuring Jesus, or print an extra copy of 
the Bible story picture onto heavyweight paper and cut it into three 
pieces. Invite toddlers to assemble the puzzles.
SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. Jesus knew He would soon 
die on the cross. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

TAKE A SCENT SURVEY
Before class, dip cotton swabs or strips of paper into various fruit 
or spice extracts. Post an allergy alert. Invite toddlers to smell the 
scents and raise their hand if they like them.
SAY: A woman poured oil on Jesus because she loved Him. God 
sent Jesus because He loves us. JESUS DID GOD’S PLAN.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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