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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus received word that His friend Lazarus was sick. 
Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha. They lived in 
the town of Bethany, which was about two miles away from 
Jerusalem. Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus, likely 
expecting Him to come right away.

Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus; yet He stayed where 
He was, and Lazarus died. Why would Jesus do such a 
thing? Jesus said that Lazarus’ sickness was “for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” 

Jesus Raised Lazarus

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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(John 11:4). He said that He was glad He wasn’t there when 
Lazarus died so that the disciples may believe. (John 11:15) 
Jesus’ timing is always perfect, and He acts or doesn’t act so 
that God will be glorified. 

By the time Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had been in 
the tomb for four days. Martha went to meet Jesus. She said 
to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died.” Jesus had shown His power to heal people who 
were sick. Even still, she believed He could do a miracle.

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life” 
(John 11:25). Jesus is the source of life—eternal life that 
cannot be destroyed by death. Believers do not need to 
fear death because physical death is not the end. (See 
John 11:25-26.) Jesus endured death for us so that when we 
die and are absent from our physical bodies, our souls are 
with the Lord. (See 2 Cor. 5:8.)

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. His messiahship was 
clearly on display, and it was Jesus’ claims to be the Son 
of God that would lead to His death on the cross. Jesus 
interrupted Lazarus’s funeral knowing His would soon 
follow. 

Emphasize to preschoolers that when Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. 
Jesus died on the cross for our sin and rose from the dead. 
He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him.
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Jesus Raised Lazarus
John 11:1-7,17-44

A man named Lazarus lived in the land of Judea with 
his two sisters, Mary and Martha. Lazarus and Jesus were 
friends. One day, Lazarus got sick. Mary and Martha 
sent a message to Jesus. “Lord, Your friend Lazarus is 
sick,” they said.

Jesus said to His friends, the disciples, “Lazarus’s 
sickness will not end in death. This sickness will show 
how great God is and how great the Son of God is.”

Jesus did not go to see Lazarus right away. He stayed 
where He was for two more days. Then He told His 
friends, “Let’s go back to the land of Judea. Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going to go wake him up.”

Jesus’ friends thought that Lazarus was just resting, but 
Jesus said, “Lazarus has died.”

By the time Jesus got to the place Lazarus had lived, 
Lazarus had been buried in a tomb for four days. Martha 
hurried to meet Jesus. “Lord, if You had been here, 
my brother Lazarus would not have died.” But Martha 
knew Jesus could do a miracle. “I know God will give You 
whatever You ask from Him,” she said.

Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha believed Jesus. She thought Lazarus would rise 

from the dead at the end of time. But Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” He said that people who believe 
in Him may die in their bodies, but God will raise them 
from the dead. “Do you believe this?” Jesus asked.

Martha said, “Yes, Lord. I believe You are the 
Messiah—the Son of God.”

Then Martha went home to get her sister, Mary. Mary 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite a guest 
storyteller: 
Consider inviting 
guest storytellers for 
each session in this 
unit to tell the story 
from the perspective 
of the person who 
was healed. For 
this session, invite 
a male guest to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
story from Lazarus’s 
perspective. You may 
also invite a female 
guest to tell the story 
from Martha’s or 
Mary’s perspective.

• Act it out: Ask 
several preschoolers 
to help act out the 
Bible story as you 
read it aloud. You will 
need a preschooler 
to be Jesus, Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus. 
Several others can 
act as disciples. 

The BIBLE STORY
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came and fell at Jesus’ feet. She said, “Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother Lazarus would not have died!” 
Mary was crying, and Jesus cried too.

Mary took Jesus to the place where Lazarus was 
buried. It was a cave, and a big stone covered the 
opening. Jesus told the people to move the stone.

The stone was moved out of the way. Jesus looked up 
to heaven and said, “Father, I thank You that You have 
heard Me.” Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”

Lazarus came out of the tomb, wrapped in linen and 
cloth. He was alive! Jesus said, “Unwrap him and let him 
go.”

Christ Connection: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. He 
showed that He has power over death. Jesus died on the cross for 
our sin and rose from the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will 
live forever with Him.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “More Than Just a Good Man” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Jesus Is the Healer.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to raise their hands if they have ever been 
sad. Ask them if they have ever been so sad that they cried. 
SAY • We have all been sad enough to cry before. In this 

Bible story, Mary and Martha were very sad. They 
were so sad that they were crying. Even Jesus was 
sad. Let’s read what happened in the Bible story that 
made Mary, Martha, and Jesus so sad.

Open your Bible to John 11. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an adhesive bandage or strip of gauze at 
Psalm 103:2-3. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus showed that He has power over death. He can 

• “More Than Just a 
Good Man” song

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Raised 

Lazarus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• adhesive bandage 

or strip of gauze
• Key Passage Poster
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Raised Lazarus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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forgive all our sins and heal all our diseases. Praise 
the Lord. He can heal people from sickness, sin, and 
death!

Sing the key passage song “Praise the Lord, My Soul” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is: What did Jesus heal 

people from? Jesus healed people from sickness, sin, 
and death. In this Bible story, Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead. He showed that He has power over 
death.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. He showed that 

He has power over death. Jesus died on the cross for 
our sin and rose from the dead. Those who trust in 
Jesus will live forever with Him.

Sing “Jesus Is the Healer” and “That’s My God” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Give All My Thanks to You.” You may also 
collect an offering.  
SAY • God, thank You for giving Jesus power over death. 

Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your 
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for sins. Thank You 
that if we trust in Jesus that we can live forever with 
Him. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song
• “That’s My God” 

song
• “I Give All My 

Thanks to You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Raised Lazarus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play a sleeping Lazarus game
Invite preschoolers to lay motionless on the floor as if they 
are sleeping. Challenge preschoolers to lay very still. When 
you shout, “Lazarus, come out,” preschoolers should jump 
up and hop around like they are wrapped in cloths. Tell 
preschoolers to lay back down and play again.
SAY • Jesus told His friends that Lazarus had fallen asleep, 

but He was going to go wake him up. Jesus’ friends 
thought that Lazarus was just resting, but Jesus said, 
“Lazarus has died.” Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus showed that He has power over death. 

Count to four
Walk around the room and look for groups of four with the 
preschoolers. Let preschoolers pick out an item (crayons, 
chairs, blocks.) and count out four of that item. Talk about 
how Jesus waited to go to Lazarus’s house because He 
wanted to show God’s power. 
SAY • By the time Jesus got to Lazarus’s house, Lazarus 

had been dead and buried in the tomb for four 
days. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead after four 
days because He is God’s Son. Jesus has power over 
sickness, sin, and death! 

• 
LOW PREP

• classroom items in 
groups of 4
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Wrap up Lazarus
Provide preschoolers with a non-springhinged clothespin. 
Guide preschoolers to draw a face on the top of the 
clothespin. Let them wrap the rest of the clothespin with 
gauze and tape. 
SAY • Lazarus was so sick that he died. He was wrapped in 

cloths and buried in a tomb. Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead. Jesus died on the cross and rose from 
the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will live forever 
with Him. 

Make play dough tombs
Show preschoolers how to make a tomb or cave with a stone 
using play dough and various utensils. Re-tell the Bible 
story while preschoolers are making the tombs. Guide them 
to move the stone from the front of the tomb when you get 
to that part of the story. 
SAY • Lazarus became sick and died. Jesus went to the tomb 

where Lazarus was buried and had the stone in front 
of the tomb removed. Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead and called him out of the tomb. One day Jesus 
will return to take away sickness and death forever!

Move a “stone”
Form a circle. Invite preschoolers to roll the ball to each 
other trying to keep it inside the circle. 
SAY • Lazarus was buried in a cave with a big stone covering  

the opening. Jesus told the people to move the stone. 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Jesus has power 
over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sin and 
rose from the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will live 
forever with Him.

Transition to large group closing

• non-springhinged 
clothespins, 1 per 
child

• markers
• gauze
• tape

• play dough
• play dough utensils

• exercise stability 
ball

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who were Lazarus’s sisters? (Mary and Martha)
2. What happened to Lazarus? (He got sick and died.)
3. What did Martha call Jesus? (the Messiah, the Son of 

God)
4. What did Jesus do for Lazarus? (Jesus raised 

Lazarus from the dead.)
5. What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
SAY • Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus that Lazarus 

was very sick. Lazarus died before Jesus got to him. 
After four days of being buried in the tomb, Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead. Jesus showed His 
power over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sin 
and rose from the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will 
live forever with Him.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for this time we have had together 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song 
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Raised Lazarus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Large Group CLOSING
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to learn more about You. Thank You for the Bible. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to die on the cross for 
our sins. Help us to trust in Jesus to heal us from 
sickness, sin, and death. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how people who trust in Jesus live forever with 
Him, but many people do not know about Jesus. We need 
to tell others about Him. You may also show the “Hero in 
Christ” video.
SAY • In this video, we saw how Robert and his family are 

helping people in Southeast Asia. The water there is 
very dirty and can make people sick. His family helps 
make pots that clean the water. They also tell people 
there about Jesus and how much He loves them. 
What is a way you can show God’s love to people 
who need to hear about Him? 

Review Bible stories
Tape the Bible story pictures from this unit to the floor in 
a 2-by-2 grid. Lead preschoolers to take turns tossing the 
beanbag onto a Bible story picture. Invite preschoolers to 
tell you whom Jesus healed in the Bible story the beanbag 
landed on. Between each preschooler’s turn, ask the group 
the big picture question and guide them to respond with 
the answer. 
SAY •What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

• “Hero in Christ” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• Unit 24 Bible story 
pictures

• beanbag
• tape
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