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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus had enemies. In the midst of His public ministry, the 
Jewish religious leaders began plotting to kill Him. (See 
Mark 3:6.) So one day, Jesus went to a land on the east side 
of the Sea of Galilee where Gentiles lived. Jesus’ mission to 
the Gentiles was not a backup plan after the Jews rejected 
Him; when Jesus was an infant, Simeon prophesied that His 
work would be for all people—both Jews and Gentiles. (See 
Luke 2:30-32.)

Jesus Has Power Over Evil

BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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In that land was a man who needed help. An evil spirit was 
inside the man, and he suffered greatly. The people had 
tried to control the man by tying him up with chains, but 
the man broke free. So he lived alone in the tombs, crying 
out day and night.

When Jesus stepped ashore, the man ran to Him and 
kneeled down. Jesus commanded the evil spirit to come out 
of the man. Many evil spirits were in the man, and Jesus 
gave the evil spirits permission to go into a herd of pigs. 
They did, and the man was healed.

The healed man wanted to travel with Jesus, but Jesus told 
the man to go home to his own people and tell what the 
Lord had done for him. The man obeyed Jesus. He testified 
to the cities in that area about the Lord’s mercy, and the 
Gentiles were amazed.

Jesus is Lord over all things, good and evil. In His teaching, 
Jesus said, “If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come to you” (Matt. 12:28). 
Jesus—as well as the Bible—is clear that Satan exists, and he 
and the demons work against God and His purposes.

Jesus came to earth to destroy the Devil by dying on the 
cross, and He was victorious. A battle between good and 
evil still rages on today, but the outcome has already been 
decided. Spoiler alert: Jesus wins. One day, Jesus will end 
evil forever.
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Jesus Has Power Over Evil
Mark 5:1-20

One day, Jesus and His friends traveled in a boat 
across the sea. They went to a place where a man lived 
who needed help.

Something was wrong with the man; he was not 
himself. He had an evil spirit inside him that made him 
hurt. People had tried to tie up the man with chains, but 
the man broke the chains. No one was strong enough to tie 
him up. He lived in the caves by himself. Every day and 
every night, the man cried out from the caves.

When Jesus got out of the boat, the man ran to meet 
Him. He got on his knees in front of Jesus. Jesus said to 
the evil spirit, “Come out of this man!”

The man cried out, and the evil spirit said, “What do 
You want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
Please do not punish me!”

Jesus asked the evil spirit, “What is your name?”
The evil spirit said, “My name is Legion.”
A legion was a large army that had many soldiers. The 

man had many evil spirits in him, and the evil spirits 
asked Jesus not to send them away. Nearby, a large herd 
of pigs was eating on a hillside. The evil spirits said, “If 
you send us away, please send us into those pigs.”

So Jesus allowed the evil spirits to leave the man and 
go into the pigs. All of the pigs ran down the hill and into 
the sea.

The men who took care of the pigs saw what 
happened, and they ran off and told everyone what Jesus 
had done. The people came out to see Jesus, and they 
saw the man who had lived in the caves. The man was all 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite a guest 
storyteller: 
Consider inviting 
guest storytellers for 
each session in this 
unit to tell the story 
from the perspective 
of the person who 
was healed. For 
this session, invite 
a male guest to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell 
the Bible story from 
the perspective of 
the man who was 
healed. 

• Make it 
interactive: Invite 
preschoolers to make 
a sad face every time 
you say the word 
evil during the Bible 
story. Whenever 
you say Jesus, invite 
preschoolers to make 
a strong arm pose. 

The BIBLE STORY
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better. The people were afraid, and they asked Jesus to 
go away.

Jesus started to get back into the boat. The man who 
had lived in the caves said, “Can I go with You?” But 
Jesus said no. Jesus told the man to go home. “Tell your 
friends and family members how the Lord helped you,” 
Jesus said.

The man obeyed Jesus. He went home and told 
everyone what Jesus had done to help him, and the 
people were amazed.

Christ Connection: Jesus has power over evil. Only Jesus 
could help the man with the evil spirits. Jesus used His power to 
free the man. Jesus came to earth to free people from the power 
of sin. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us from sin and evil.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “More Than Just a Good Man” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Jesus Is the Healer.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hold up a picture of a pig or a stuffed pig. Invite 
preschoolers to make pig sounds.
SAY • Last week we heard about how Jesus healed a man 

who could not walk. This week we are going to hear 
a story about how Jesus healed a man with many 
evil spirits. Jesus sent the spirits into a herd of pigs. 

Open your Bible to Mark 5. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an adhesive bandage or strip of gauze at 
Psalm 103:2-3. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that Jesus forgives sins 

and heals diseases because He is God’s Son! We can 

• “More Than Just a 
Good Man” song

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song 

• picture of a pig or 
stuffed pig

• Bible
• “Jesus Has Power 

Over Evil” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• adhesive bandage 

or strip of gauze
• Key Passage Poster
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Has Power Over Evil
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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praise Jesus for His power to heal and forgive!
Sing the key passage song “Praise the Lord, My Soul” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What did Jesus heal 

people from? Our big picture answer is, Jesus healed 
people from sickness, sin, and death. Jesus has 
power over evil because He is God’s Son. God made 
everything, and He is in charge of everything He 
made. Jesus came to earth to free people from the 
power of sin.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus has 

power over evil. Only Jesus could help the man with 
the evil spirits. Jesus used His power to free the man. 
Jesus came to earth to free people from the power of 
sin. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us from sin and 
evil.

Sing “Jesus Is the Healer” and “That’s My God” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Give All My Thanks to You.” You may also 
collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to earth 

to free us from the power of sin. Thank You for 
loving us that much. Help us to always trust that 
Jesus can rescue us from sin and evil. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song
• “That’s My God” 

song
• “I Give All My 

Thanks to You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Has Power Over Evil
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Jesus says”
Give commands to the preschoolers. Explain that children 
will follow the command only if you say “Jesus says” before 
the command. If you do not say “Jesus says,” they will not 
perform the command. For older preschoolers, a child who 
performs the wrong action will sit down.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. He 

commanded the evil spirits to come out of the man, 
and the evil spirits obeyed! Jesus has power over evil.

Make a “Jesus is Stronger” book
Help a preschooler think of something or someone 
that Jesus is stronger than. Guide him to draw what he 
thought of on a sheet of paper. Repeat the process until 
the preschooler has at least three drawings. Write “Jesus is 
Stronger!” on a sheet of paper. Stack the paper on top of the 
preschooler’s drawings and staple the papers together. Cover 
the staples with decorative tape. Lead preschoolers to “read” 
their “Jesus is Stronger” books to each other. 
SAY • Jesus is the strongest of all! We do not have to be 

scared of anything because Jesus has power over 
everything, and He loves us! Jesus healed a man 
with many evil spirits. Jesus has power over evil.

• 
LOW PREP

• paper 
• crayons or markers
• staples
• stapler
• decorative tape
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Play with transportation toys
Draw land, sky, and sea on a large sheet of paper. Place 
transportation toys in a bag. Invite a preschooler to pull a 
toy from the bag and decide where it is used (land, sky, or 
sea) and place it in the appropriate place on the drawing.
SAY •  Jesus knew only He could help the man with evil 

spirits, so He traveled on a boat across the sea to get 
to him. Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. 
Jesus used His power to free the man.

Act out the Bible story
Allow preschoolers to choose different roles from the Bible 
story (Jesus, Jesus’ friends, man with evil spirits, pigs, men 
who took care of pigs, people the man told about Jesus) to 
act out. Tell the Bible story as they act it out. Repeat several 
times allowing preschoolers to play different parts. 
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus has 

power over evil. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us 
from sin and evil.

Make a happy/sad face
Guide preschoolers to draw a happy face on one side of a 
paper plate and a sad face on the other side. Glue a craft 
stick to the bottom of the plate. Ask preschoolers about 
different scenarios and guide them to hold up the side that 
represents how they would feel in that scenario.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. The man 

in this story who had many evil spirits was sad and 
lonely before Jesus healed him. After Jesus healed 
him, the man was happy and wanted to go with 
Jesus. Jesus told him to tell everyone what He had 
done for him. 

Transition to large group closing

• large sheet of paper
• markers
• bag
• transportation toys

• 
LOW PREP

• paper plates, 
1 per child

• craft sticks
• crayons and 

markers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was wrong with the man Jesus and His 
friends met? (He had evil spirits inside him.)

2. Could other people control the man? (no)
3. Where did the evil spirits go when Jesus sent them 

out of the man? (into a herd of pigs)
4. What did Jesus tell the man to do? (to go home and 

tell everyone how Jesus had healed him)
5. What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus has 

power over evil. Only Jesus could help the man with 
the evil spirits. Jesus used His power to free the man. 
Jesus came to earth to free people from the power of 
sin. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us from sin and 
evil.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus. Thank 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song 
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Has Power Over Evil
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

 Large Group CLOSING
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You for loving us that much. Help us to always trust 
that Jesus can rescue us from sin and evil. We love 
You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how much Jesus loves people and wants them to 
know and trust in Him. People like the man in the Bible 
story can be healed from sin and death if they trust in Jesus. 
You may also show the “Freedom Lessons” video.
SAY • In this video, we saw a story about Tiwan. She 

learned about Jesus while in prison. She asked Jesus 
to rescue her from sin. Now she works with other 
prisoners to teach them about Jesus. We can pray 
for the prison ministries in Thailand and around 
the world. We can pray that the men and women in 
prison would put their trust in Jesus to save them 
too. 

Stop and go animals
Play music. Call out an animal and guide the preschoolers 
to act like that animal as they walk/crawl around the room. 
Stop the music and command preschoolers to freeze. Then 
call out another animal and start music again.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus 

made the evil spirits leave the man and go into pigs. 
Jesus has power over evil. We can trust Jesus to rescue 
us from sin and evil.

• “Freedom Lessons” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song (optional)

• “Praise the Lord, 
My Soul” song 
(optional)
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