
head1 (Use character style 
“head1a” after first word)

outline_nested

outline_centered

Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus’ ministry had begun. He called disciples and traveled 
to the region of Galilee. Jesus spent His time on earth 
teaching and performing miracles, preparing for His 
ultimate mission: to die on the cross for the salvation of 
sinners. Jesus’ miracles were signs that pointed to greater 
truths about who Jesus is and why He had come.

John 2 records Jesus’ first miracle at a wedding in Cana. 
Jesus’ mother told Jesus that the wine had run out. 
Culturally, running out of wine was a big deal. Weddings 

Jesus Turned Water to Wine

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 72

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 74

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 76

UNIT 23
Session 1

Unit 23 • Session 1

68 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 23 • Session 1

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   68 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



head1 (Use character style 
“head1a” after first word)

body_no_indentAdditional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
were important events, and the celebration could last a 
week. To run out of wine was a social disaster. But Jesus 
responded in a surprising way: “What has this concern of 
yours to do with Me, woman? My hour has not yet come” 
(John 2:4).

To understand Jesus’ answer, remember that Jesus’ miracles 
were not an end unto themselves. They were signs, pointing 
to something greater. When the wine ran out, Jesus turned 
water to wine to show that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God.

Jesus offers us something greater than wine—Himself. Jesus 
is the true vine. On that day, His hour had not yet come. 
Jesus knew what lay ahead; to give us Himself, He would 
shed His own blood by dying on the cross for our sin.

When Jesus’ disciples witnessed His miracle, the jars of wine 
were not the focus of their awe and wonder. Through the 
miracle, Jesus displayed His glory and His disciples believed 
in Him. Jesus was driven by His Father’s plan—not to 
simply solve the problem of lacking wine, but to solve the 
deepest problem we face, the problem of sin.

As you teach preschoolers, point them beyond Jesus’ 
miracles to see Jesus for who He is. Jesus performed miracles 
to help people believe that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus provided 
what we need most—forgiveness and eternal life.
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Jesus Turned Water to Wine
John 2:1-12

One day, Jesus’ mother, Mary, went to a wedding 
feast. Jesus and His friends were there too. When the 
guests had finished all the wine, Mary told Jesus, “They 
do not have any more wine.”

Mary knew Jesus would help, so she told the servants to 
follow His instructions.

There were six large stone water jars at the feast. Jesus 
told the servants to fill the jars with water. The servants 
filled the jars to the top. Then Jesus said, “Now take some 
of the water out and give it to the man in charge of the 
feast.”

The servants did what Jesus said. The man in charge 
tasted the drink; the water had turned into wine! The 
man did not know where the wine had come from, but the 
servants knew that Jesus had done a miracle.

The man in charge called to the groom and said, 
“Usually the best wine is served first. Then, after the 
guests have finished it, the other wine is served. But you 
have kept the best for last!”

This was the first miracle Jesus did. It showed how 
great Jesus is, and Jesus’ friends believed in Him.

After the wedding feast, Jesus went to a town called 
Capernaum (kuh PUHR nay uhm) with His mother, 
brothers, and friends. They stayed there for a few days.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Gather 
six jars, a pitcher of 
water, and a cup. 
Fill the jars with 
water, pour a cup, 
and take a sip at the 
appropriate parts 
of the Bible story.  
When you finish the 
Bible story, show 
preschoolers that the 
water is still water. 
Point out that only 
Jesus could make 
water into wine.

• Act it out: Invite 
the children to act 
out the feelings of 
the people at the 
wedding feast. Pause 
to give preschoolers 
a chance to act out 
the emotions in each 
part of the story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus did miracles to help people believe 
that He is the Son of God. Jesus has power over everything, and 
anyone who believes in Him will live with Him forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Only One True God” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “I Will Stand.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Use the giant timeline or big story circle to remind 
preschoolers of past Bible stories where God displayed His 
awesome power.
SAY • Do you know what a miracle is? A miracle is 

something done by God’s power that is normally 
impossible. Jesus is God’s Son and has the power to 
do miracles that no one else could ever do. Listen 
to this Bible story today to hear about Jesus’ first 
miracle! 

Open your Bible to John 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write miracle on a strip of paper and place it at John 20:31 
in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “I Will Stand” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Turned Water 

to Wine” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• strip of paper 
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.
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time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus’ followers wrote 

down His miracles so that we can believe that Jesus 
is God’s Son. Only Jesus could do these miracles 
because He is the Messiah, God’s Son. 

Sing the key passage song “These Are Written” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • This question I’m about to ask you will be our big 

picture question for the next few weeks. Why did 
Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles 
to show He is God’s Son. Jesus wanted everyone to 
know that He is God’s Son so that they could know 
God sent Him to save people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus did miracles to 

help people believe that He is the Son of God. Jesus 
has power over everything, and anyone who believes 
in Him will live with Him forever. 

Sing “I Will Stand” and “My Joy Is in the Lord” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “His Name Is Jesus.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for giving us the Bible so that we can 

read about the miracles Jesus performed and we can 
know real stories about Jesus’ power. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to save us from our sin so that we can 
be with You forever. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “I Will Stand” song
• “My Joy Is in the 

Lord” song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Simon Says”
Play “Simon Says” with preschoolers. Give commands, but 
remind preschoolers they need only obey commands that 
begin with “Simon Says.” If a command does not begin 
with “Simon Says,” they do not do it. Play as time allows.
SAY • In the Bible story today, Mary told the servants to do 

what Jesus said and follow His instructions. What 
happened when they followed Jesus’ instructions? 
Jesus performed a miracle! Jesus turned water into 
wine, and His friends believed He is God’s Son.    

“Turn” water to juice
Ask the preschoolers to sit around a table or in a circle 
on the floor. Fill a pitcher with water and show it to the 
children. Then pour in a packet of a powdered fruit drink 
mix that will change the color of the water. Stir the mix to 
dissolve the solution. Pour each child a small cup so they 
can taste the new fruit drink.  
SAY • How was I able to turn this water into a new drink? 

I used a drink mix to make juice. Jesus didn’t need a 
pre-mixed drink. Jesus turned water into wine with 
His power. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to show He is God’s Son. 

LOW PREP

•  Allergy Alert 
download

• pitcher of water
• powdered fruit 

drink mix
• wooden spoon
• small cups
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Fill buckets with water
Set out six empty buckets. Fill another bucket with water 
and place it a distance away from the other buckets. Provide 
each child with a cup and instruct them to move water from 
the full bucket to one of the empty buckets. Go outside for 
this activity if weather permits.  
SAY • What did Jesus tell the servants to do at the wedding? 

He told them to fill six jars with water! What 
happened after the buckets were full of water? Jesus 
turned water into wine. Jesus has power over 
everything, and anyone who believes in Him will live 
with Him forever.

Throw a party
Invite preschoolers to set out plates, cups, napkins, and 
other party supplies. Play out a celebration. 
SAY • Jesus performed His first miracle we read about in the 

Bible at a wedding party! The host ran out of wine, 
so Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus did miracles 
to help people believe that He is the Son of God. 

Perform a trick
Fill a bowl or cup with water and sprinkle black pepper 
onto the water. Invite a volunteer to place her finger in the 
water and try to separate the pepper. Out of sight, rub soap 
on your fingers. Then dip your fingers in the water and 
pepper will separate. Explain the trick to the children. 
SAY • Jesus turned water into wine, but He didn’t do a 

trick. Jesus has power over everything because He 
is God’s Son! Anyone who believes in Him will live 
with Him forever.

Transition to large group closing

• water
• buckets, 7
• small cups
• towels (for spills)
• smocks

• party plates
• party cups
• party supplies
• toy food

• bowl or cup
• water
• black pepper
• soap

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What ran out at the wedding feast? (wine) 
2. Why did Mary tell the servants to do what Jesus 

instructed? (Mary knew Jesus had power to help.)
3. What did Jesus tell the servants to do? (fill six jars 

with water)
4. What did Jesus do to the water? (Jesus turned 

water into wine.)
5. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show that He is God’s Son. 
SAY • When the wedding feast ran out of wine, Jesus proved 

that He is God’s Son by turning water into the best 
wine. This was Jesus’ first miracle in the Bible! Jesus 
did miracles to help people believe that He is the Son 
of God. Jesus has power over everything, and anyone 
who believes in Him will live with Him forever.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You so much for sending Your Son, Jesus, 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Stand” song 
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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to come and rescue us. Thank You for showing who 
Jesus is through miracles so that we will trust You 
more. Give us hearts that believe Jesus is Your Son 
and has the power to save us from sin. We love You. 
Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are 
not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
important it is to tell others about Jesus so they can know 
that He is God’s Son and can save them from sin. You may 
also show the “Where Tourists Don’t Go” video.
SAY • John and Carmen Baynes are working hard to 

teach and train Christians living in the Outback of 
Australia. How cool is the artwork that the aboriginal 
people in Australia use to tell Bible stories? Let’s pray 
that God would show others that Jesus is His Son 
through these works of art. Let’s join with the Baynes 
and the other Christians there in praying that more 
aboriginal people will want to follow Jesus. 

Celebrate with music
Provide streamers for preschoolers to wave as music plays. 
SAY • Weddings are a time to celebrate! People celebrate 

with music and food and drink. In the Bible story 
today, Jesus was at a big wedding feast and they ran 
out of something to drink. So what did Jesus do to 
help? Jesus turned water into wine.  

• “Where Tourists 
Don’t Go” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• streamers
• “I Will Stand” song  

(optional)
• “These Are Written” 

song (optional)
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