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Leader BIBLE STUDY

A couple of days after Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and the day after He cleansed the temple, Jesus returned to 
the temple complex and began teaching. The chief priests 
and elders questioned Jesus. “Who gave You this authority?” 
they asked. These religious leaders did not want to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. So Jesus told 
them parables to get them thinking and to teach them 
about Himself.

The Wicked Tenants

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 60

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 64

UNIT 22
Session 6

Unit 22 • Session 6

56 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 22 • Session 6

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   56 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



head1 (Use character style 
“head1a” after first word)

body_no_indent

6

The parable of the wicked tenants illustrates the story 
of Israel’s history. As you teach preschoolers, help them 
connect the story to what happened in Israel’s history. First, 
the landowner is God the Father. He chose to bless the 
world through Abraham’s family, the people of Israel. The 
vineyard is Israel.

The tenants are the leaders of Israel. Throughout history, 
God sent the Old Testament prophets to speak to God’s 
people. But they did not listen to the prophets. Like the 
tenants of the vineyard, Israel’s leaders persecuted the 
prophets. So God the Father sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus knew 
that the people were going to kill Him like the tenants 
killed the landowner’s son.

Jesus led the leaders to conclude themselves what would be 
fair: that the landowner would punish the tenants and find 
workers who respect Him. God too is just. God will judge 
those who reject Jesus. He planned to choose a people who 
respect and trust Him—those who have faith—and form a 
community of believers from every nation to live under His 
righteous leadership.

Those who encounter Jesus can either accept and trust Him 
or walk away and reject Him. No one who meets Jesus will 
walk away unchanged. Pray that God would change the 
hearts of the children you teach so that they would come 
to trust in Jesus, the Son of the loving and just Master, who 
wants everyone to come to repentance. (2 Pet. 3:9)

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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The Wicked Tenants
Matthew 21:33-45

Jesus was teaching religious leaders in the temple. He 
told them a story. “A man planted a vineyard on his land 
to grow grapes. He built a wall around the vineyard and dug 
a pit for crushing grapes. He also built a tower. The man 
chose some workers to take care of the vineyard, and he 
went away on a trip.

“When it was time to collect the grapes, the man sent 
some servants to the vineyard. But the workers grabbed 
the servants. They hit one servant, killed another, and 
threw stones at a third servant.

“So the man sent more servants to the vineyard, but 
the workers hurt them, too.

“Finally, the man sent his son. He thought the 
workers would respect his son, but the workers pushed 
the son out of the vineyard and killed him.”

After Jesus told this story, he asked the religious 
leaders a question. “What do you think the man should 
do to those workers?”

The religious leaders said, “They should be punished! 
The man should find workers who respect him.”

Jesus reminded them of a story in the Book of Psalms 
about builders who got rid of a stone that was important for 
building. Jesus said that the religious leaders were like those 
builders, and Jesus was like the stone. The religious leaders 
who rejected Jesus had made a big mistake. Jesus was 
the most important, and God was going to punish those 
who rejected Him. God had a plan to use people who 
accepted Jesus to build His kingdom.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Build with 
blocks: Use blocks 
to illustrate as you 
tell the part of the 
story where Jesus 
explained that 
He was like the 
important stone 
for building. Build 
a block tower and 
show preschoolers 
what happens when 
you remove a block 
from the bottom.  

• Draw the Bible 
story: Use a dry 
erase board to draw 
a stick figure to 
represent each Bible 
person in the story as 
you come to them. 
When you come to 
the part where a 
servant was hurt or 
killed, erase the stick 
figure. When you 
draw the son, draw a 
cross over him before 
you erase him to help 
preschoolers identify 
the son with Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus told this story to teach the religious 
leaders about Himself. God sent His own Son, Jesus, to 
earth, but the religious leaders rejected Him. Jesus is the most 
important One of all. When we turn from sin and follow Jesus, 
we get to be part of God’s kingdom forever. 
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring in a variety of clothing items or accessories. Hold up 
each item one at a time. Ask the children for a thumbs-up if 
they want you to put on the item or a thumbs-down if they 
do not.
SAY • Some of you liked the [clothing], but some of you 

rejected it. To reject something means you don’t like 
it and want it gone. In today’s parable, the workers 
rejected their boss’s wishes. Jesus also taught that 
some people would reject Him. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 21. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• silly clothing or 

accessories
• “The Wicked 

Tenants” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Wicked Tenants
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus explained a truth about Himself that the 

religious leaders did not want to hear: Jesus is the 
Son of God, and they had rejected Him.

Sing the key passage song “Huge, Huge Crowd” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who remembers the answer to our big picture 

question: Why did Jesus tell stories? [Take responses.] 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God. In 
today’s Bible story, Jesus told a story to show the 
religious leaders that God had sent Him to earth, but 
they rejected Him. They did not want to believe that 
Jesus was God’s Son who can save people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught that God will judge those who do 

not follow Jesus. Jesus told this story to teach the 
religious leaders about Himself. God sent His own 
Son, Jesus, to earth, but the religious leaders rejected 
Him. Jesus is the most important One of all. When 
we turn from sin and follow Jesus, we get to be part 
of God’s kingdom forever!

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “The One” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “God, I Love 
You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Jesus, You came to earth, knowing people would 

reject You. We praise You today for how You died on 
the cross and rose again to save us from sin. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “The One” song
• “God, I Love You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)

61Jesus the Storyteller

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   61 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent
lead-in

SESSION TITLE: The Wicked Tenants
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Follow the vine
Use yarn to mark a path around the room. Wind yarn 
around chairs, under tables, and over any other obstacles 
in your space. Use tape to secure the path. Challenge 
preschoolers to follow the “vine” from one end to the other.
SAY •  God will judge those who do not follow Jesus. 

Jesus told the story about the vineyard workers to 
teach the religious leaders about Himself. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to earth, but the religious leaders 
rejected Him. When we turn from sin and follow 
Jesus, we get to be part of God’s kingdom forever.

Gather grapes
Place the balls in the middle of the room. Tell preschoolers 
to pretend the balls are grapes. Form two groups on 
opposite sides of the room. Assign one color grape to each 
team. When you say “go,” children will run to the middle, 
grab their team’s color grapes, and place them in their team’s 
bucket. The first team to gather all their grapes wins!
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. God had sent Jesus to earth, but 
the religious leaders rejected Him like the workers in 
the story rejected their boss.

• green or brown yarn 
• tape

LOW PREP

• 2 colors of balls
• buckets, 2
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Crush the grapes
Lead children to roll green and purple play dough into 
small balls to look like grapes. Direct preschoolers to “crush” 
the grapes by smashing the play dough on the table. 
SAY • At vineyards, grapes are picked and crushed to make 

a juice. Today’s parable took place at a vineyard. The 
vineyard workers rejected their boss’s servants and 
son. The religious leaders rejected Jesus, God’s Son. 
God will judge those who do not follow Jesus. 

Bubble wrap grapes
Cut bubble wrap to look like bunches of grapes. Assist 
preschoolers in painting their bunch purple or green and 
pressing it onto a sheet of construction paper. Write the 
main point on each preschooler’s artwork. 
SAY • Our story today took place at a vineyard, which 

is where grapes are grown. The vineyard workers 
rejected their boss’s servants and his son. Jesus told 
the story to show how the religious leaders had 
treated Him, God’s Son. God will judge those who 
do not follow Jesus. 

Busy builders
Provide plastic toy hammers, golf tees, and foam blocks. 
Demonstrate how to hammer a golf tee into the foam. 
Invite children to hammer the tees. 
SAY • Many people built things in our story today. The 

owner built a wall and a tower to protect his 
vineyard. Jesus talked about the cornerstone, which is 
the most important stone in a building. He said He 
is like the cornerstone. God will judge those who 
do not follow Jesus. 

 Transition to large group closing

•  green and purple 
play dough

• bubble wrap
• scissors (adult use)
• construction paper
• glue

• toy hammers
• golf tees
• foam blocks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What is a vineyard? (a place where grapes grow) 
2. Before the owner went away on his trip, what did 

he do? (hired workers to take care of the vineyard)
3. What did the workers do to the servants and the 

son? (hurt and killed them)
4. What did the religious leaders say should happen to 

the workers? (They should be punished!)
5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
SAY • The religious leaders thought the workers should be 

punished for rejecting their boss’s son. They did not 
understand they were just like those workers! They 
had rejected God’s Son, Jesus, as the most important 
One of all. God will judge those who do not follow 
Jesus. If we turn from sin and follow Jesus, we get to 
be part of God’s kingdom forever.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Wicked Tenants
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • Jesus, You are the Son of God, the only One who can 
save us from our sins and the only One the kingdom 
of God is built upon. Show us who You are, so that 
we will not reject You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how when they share the gospel they won’t know 
if someone will accept or reject it, but that is OK! God is 
happy when people tell others about the good news. You 
may also show the “They Matter to Jesus” video.
SAY • DJ and his family are missionaries in Canada, but 

the people they work with are from south Asia. Their 
friends Donald and Helen are missionaries in south 
Asia. Being a believer in south Asia is not easy, but 
Donald and Helen work hard to show people that 
God loves them. Let’s pray for more south Asians to 
know that God loves and accepts them.  

Review the parables
Provide the Bible story pictures from all the parable stories 
and tape them to the floor in a grid. When a child tosses a 
beanbag and it lands on a picture, ask questions about that 
story. Help the children recite the main point from that 
story.
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

us about God. What are some things these Bible 
stories tell us about God? 

• “They Matter to 
Jesus” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• Bible Story Pictures 
from unit 22

• Main Point Posters 
from unit 22
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