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5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was making His way to Jerusalem—the place where 
everything written about the Son of Man would be 
accomplished. (See Luke 18:31-33.)

Jesus moved between towns and villages, teaching Pharisees 
and scribes, tax collectors and sinners, and His own 
disciples along the way. Luke 18:9-14 describes a parable 
Jesus told to a specific group: “to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and looked down on 

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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everyone else” (Luke 18:9).

The parable presents two men who went up to the temple 
complex to pray. The first, a Pharisee, was proud and 
believed he was righteous because of his own deeds. He 
stood up and prayed, thanking God that he was not as 
sinful as other people.

The second, a tax collector, humbly acknowledged his 
sin and asked God for mercy. Jesus explained that the tax 
collector—and not the Pharisee—went home justified.

As you teach preschoolers, explain that God rejects the 
proud but gives grace to the humble. (See Jas. 4:6.) The 
sin of pride keeps us from Jesus. Pride is thinking we are 
better than we really are. Someone with the attitude of the 
Pharisee sees no need for Jesus. The Pharisee focused on sins 
he had avoided rather than confessing his sin, but the tax 
collector knew he had no standing before a righteous God. 
He asked for mercy, and God was merciful to him.

God did not look at the Pharisee—nor does He ever look at 
us—and say, “Wow, that’s impressive.” God sees us for who 
we really are: sinners in need of forgiveness. Jesus took the 
punishment for our sin by dying on the cross. God wants 
everyone to be saved (see 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9), and we 
can come to Him with nothing but empty hands of faith. 
We can cry out to God like the tax collector and because of 
Jesus, God will forgive us.
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The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

Jesus met with a group of people who thought they 
were better than everyone else. Jesus told them a story to 
teach them a lesson.

“Two men went into the temple to pray,” Jesus said. 
“One man was a religious leader.” Religious leaders tried 
hard to make God love them. They tried to follow all the 
rules. They even made up new rules to follow.

“The other man was a tax collector,” Jesus said. Many 
tax collectors were unfair and dishonest. People usually did 
not like tax collectors.

“At the temple, the religious leader stood alone 
and prayed. ‘God, I thank You that I am not greedy, 
dishonest, and unfaithful like other people. I am glad 
I am not like that tax collector. Two days a week, I fast, 
or don’t eat, to show You respect. I tithe too, giving You 
one-tenth of what I have.’

“The tax collector stood far away. He looked down at 
the ground because he was sorry for the wrong things he 
had done. The tax collector prayed, ‘Have mercy on me, 
God! I am a sinner!’”

The religious leader’s prayer was very different than the 
tax collector’s prayer. Jesus said that God was happy with 
the tax collector, and He forgave him. The tax collector 
was humble. He did not think he was better than other 
people. But God was not happy with the religious leader. 
The religious leader was proud. He thought he was better 
than other people.

Jesus said, “If you put yourself above others, you will 
be put down. But if you are humble, God will honor 
you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Form two 
groups: Form two 
groups to sit on 
either side of the 
teaching area. Lead 
one group to repeat 
part of the religious 
leader’s prayer and 
the other group 
to repeat part of 
the tax collector’s 
prayer. Then switch 
assignments so both 
groups of children 
get to play both 
parts. 

• Use puppets: 
Print and cut out the 
“Pharisee and Tax 
Collector” printable. 
Glue each image to 
a large craft stick or 
paint stir stick. Hold 
up the puppets at 
the appropriate times 
as you tell the Bible 
story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The tax collector asked God for 
forgiveness. Everyone has sinned and needs God’s forgiveness. 
Jesus came to take the punishment we deserve for our sin by 
dying on the cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because 
of Jesus, God will forgive our sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Play an opposites game with the preschoolers. You will say 
one word (day) and they say the opposite (night). Provide 
several words until preschoolers get the idea.
SAY • In Jesus’ parable, two very different men prayed 

opposite prayers. One man prayed a prayer God was 
not happy with; the other prayed a prayer God was 
very happy with. Listen carefully to the prayers to 
find out why.

Open your Bible to Luke 18. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. Say the 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• “The Pharisee and 

the Tax Collector” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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key passage several times and invite any preschoolers to say 
the passage from memory.
SAY • In this parable, Jesus taught that people in God’s 

kingdom are humble. Humble people understand 
that God is the only One who is great, and every 
person is a sinner. All people need God to forgive 
them of their sin.

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

the people about God. In this story, Jesus taught 
about being humble. Jesus taught that we should 
not think we are better than other people. We are all 
sinners who need to God forgive us. God will honor 
us when we are humble. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector 

knew he needed God to forgive him, and he 
cried out to God. Everyone is a sinner who needs 
forgiveness. Jesus took the punishment for our sin 
by dying on the cross. We can cry out to God like 
the tax collector and because of Jesus, God will 
forgive us.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “Learn From the Bible” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God, I Love You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, we are sinners who need forgiveness. Make us 

humble. Remind us that Jesus was the most humble 
of all when He came to die for our sin. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Learn From the 

Bible (TESTRICITY)” 
song

• “God, I Love You” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Act proud
Direct children to sit around a step stool. Invite each child, 
one at a time, to stand on the stool and act very proud and 
haughty. Make sure to hold a child’s hand as she stands on 
the stool. Give each child a turn.
SAY • When you look down from the chair, everyone looks 

smaller. This was how the religious leader felt about 
other people in his heart. Other people were small; 
only he was important. God was not happy with his 
attitude because he was not humble. Jesus taught 
about being humble. 

Make a fingerprint crowd
Encourage children to use markers and fabric strips to 
decorate a craft stick to look like Jesus. Assist preschoolers 
in gluing the craft stick to construction paper and making 
many thumb prints around it to represent people. 
SAY • Wherever Jesus went, people gathered around to hear 

His stories. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told 
stories to teach people about God. Jesus’ parables 
helped people understand what life is like in God’s 
kingdom.

• step stool

LOW PREP

• craft sticks
• construction paper
• strips of fabric
• glue
• washable ink pad
• wet wipes (for 

cleanup)

52 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 22 • Session 5

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   52 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



Tell the story with puppets
Before class, create two paper bag puppets: one religious 
leader and one tax collector. You may provide craft supplies 
for preschoolers to make their own puppets if you have a 
large class. Invite the preschoolers to reenact the parable 
using the puppets. 
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. In today’s Bible story, Jesus 
taught about being humble. God was pleased with 
the tax collector’s prayer because he was humble. 

Pride or humility?
Offer situations of someone being prideful or humble. If 
prideful, preschoolers stick their nose in the air. If humble, 
they kneel down and bow their heads. 
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. Humble people 

know they are sinners who need God’s forgiveness. 
In today’s parable, the tax collector was humble, and 
God was happy with his prayer. 

Pass the Bible
Pass a Bible around the circle while playing music. When 
the music stops, the child holding the Bible shares a prayer 
request. Pray for all the requests.
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. Two men prayed, 

but God was happy with the tax collector’s prayer. 
The tax collector understood he was a sinner who 
needed God. We are all sinners who need God’s 
forgiveness. God offers us forgiveness through Jesus. 

Transition to large group closing

• paper bag puppets
• craft supplies 

(optional)

Suggested 
scenarios:

• You make fun of 
another child in 
school. (prideful)

• You help your 
sister tie her shoes. 
(humble)

• You apologize 
to your brother. 
(humble)

• You throw a fit. 
(prideful)

• Bible
• “Kingdom Kid” song 

(optional)
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)

53Jesus the Storyteller

005611854_PreWorshipGuide_SUM17.indb   53 12/14/16   11:28 AM

© 2017 LifeWay
© 2017 LifeWay



Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who prayed at the temple? (a religious leader and a 
tax collector) 

2. What did the religious leader pray? (He thanked 
God that he wasn’t like the tax collector.)

3. What did the tax collector pray? (He asked God to 
forgive him.)

4. Whose prayer was God happy with? (the tax 
collector’s)

5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 
teach people about God.

SAY • The religious leader did not think he needed God’s 
forgiveness. The tax collector, on the other hand, 
knew he needed God’s forgiveness. Everyone has 
sinned. Jesus came to take the punishment we 
deserve for our sin by dying on the cross. We can ask 
God for forgiveness and God will forgive our sin.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for teaching us what it means to be 
humble. We want to be humble like the tax collector 
and understand that we need You. Forgive us for our 
sin, and have mercy on us. Thank You for doing that 
through Jesus.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about our need to give everyone an opportunity to hear 
about God and be humble before Him. Let’s pray that God 
would send people to those who have never heard about 
Jesus. You may also show the “Scenes from Thailand” video.
SAY • Many people in Thailand pray to false gods because 

they have not heard of one true God who made 
them, loves them, and sent Jesus to die for them. 
Let’s pray that God would show the people of 
Thailand that they can have a relationship with Him 
through Jesus.

Make confession cards
Provide construction paper and crayons for the children 
to draw a picture of something they want to ask God to 
forgive them for. Remind children that they can always ask 
God to forgive them for their wrong choices.
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector 

was humble because he knew he was a sinner and 
asked God for forgiveness. All of us sin, and we need 
God to forgive us through His Son, Jesus.

• “Scenes from 
Thailand” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• construction paper
• crayons
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