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UNIT 22
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was making His way to Jerusalem—the place where 
everything written about the Son of Man would be 
accomplished. (See Luke 18:31-33.)

Jesus moved between towns and villages, teaching Pharisees 
and scribes, tax collectors and sinners, and His own disciples 
along the way. Luke 18:9-14 describes a parable Jesus told 
to a specific group: “to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous and looked down on everyone else” 
(Luke 18:9).

The parable presents two men who went up to the temple 
complex to pray. The first, a Pharisee, was proud and 

Use Week of:

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)
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LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

believed he was righteous because of his own deeds. He 
stood up and prayed, thanking God that he was not as 
sinful as other people.

The second, a tax collector, humbly acknowledged his 
sin and asked God for mercy. Jesus explained that the tax 
collector—and not the Pharisee—went home justified.

As you teach preschoolers, explain that God rejects the 
proud but gives grace to the humble. (See Jas. 4:6.) The 
sin of pride keeps us from Jesus. Pride is thinking we are 
better than we really are. Someone with the attitude of the 
Pharisee sees no need for Jesus. The Pharisee focused on sins 
he had avoided rather than confessing his sin, but the tax 
collector knew he had no standing before a righteous God. 
He asked for mercy, and God was merciful to him.

God did not look at the Pharisee—nor does He ever look at 
us—and say, “Wow, that’s impressive.” God sees us for who 
we really are: sinners in need of forgiveness. Jesus took the 
punishment for our sin by dying on the cross. God wants 
everyone to be saved (see 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9), and we 
can come to Him with nothing but empty hands of faith. 
We can cry out to God like the tax collector and because of 
Jesus, God will forgive us.
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The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

Jesus met with a group of people who thought they 
were better than everyone else. Jesus told them a story to 
teach them a lesson.

“Two men went into the temple to pray,” Jesus said. 
“One man was a religious leader.” Religious leaders tried 
hard to make God love them. They tried to follow all the 
rules. They even made up new rules to follow.

“The other man was a tax collector,” Jesus said. Many 
tax collectors were unfair and dishonest. People usually did 
not like tax collectors.

“At the temple, the religious leader stood alone 
and prayed. ‘God, I thank You that I am not greedy, 
dishonest, and unfaithful like other people. I am glad 
I am not like that tax collector. Two days a week, I fast, 
or don’t eat, to show You respect. I tithe too, giving You 
one-tenth of what I have.’

“The tax collector stood far away. He looked down at 
the ground because he was sorry for the wrong things he 
had done. The tax collector prayed, ‘Have mercy on me, 
God! I am a sinner!’”

The religious leader’s prayer was very different than the 
tax collector’s prayer. Jesus said that God was happy with 
the tax collector, and He forgave him. The tax collector 
was humble. He did not think he was better than other 
people. But God was not happy with the religious leader. 
The religious leader was proud. He thought he was better 
than other people.

Jesus said, “If you put yourself above others, you will 
be put down. But if you are humble, God will honor 
you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Form two groups: 
Form two groups to 
sit on either side of the 
teaching area. Lead one 
group to repeat part of 
the religious leader’s 
prayer and the other 
group to repeat part 
of the tax collector’s 
prayer. Then switch 
assignments so both 
groups of children play 
both parts. 

• Use puppets: 
Print and cut out the 
“Pharisee and Tax 
Collector” printable. 
Glue each image to 
a large craft stick or 
paint stir stick. Hold 
up the puppets at the 
appropriate times as you 
tell the Bible story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The tax collector asked God for 
forgiveness. Everyone has sinned and needs God’s forgiveness. 
Jesus came to take the punishment we deserve for our sin by 
dying on the cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because 
of Jesus, God will forgive our sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover that the 
Pharisee would not 
admit that he, too, 

was a sinner. We are 
all sinners. When we 

humble ourselves 
and call out to 

Jesus, we are saved. 
(Luke 18:14) Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to look at the two pictures and circle 
the five differences in the second picture. Note: The sleeves 
count as one difference.
SAY • Great job noticing what was different in these two 

pictures! The biggest difference in these pictures is 
the difference between what the Pharisee is doing 
and what the tax collector is doing. Both of them are 
praying, but they are praying in very different ways. 
Listen to our Bible story to find out whose prayer 
made God happy.

Walk like Pharisees or tax collectors
Form two groups: the Pharisees and the tax collectors. 
Explain that as music plays, preschoolers in the Pharisee 
group should walk around with their heads held up and 

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “What’s Different?” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• “Kingdom Kid” song 
(optional) 

LOW PREP
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noses in the air. Preschoolers in the tax collector group 
should walk around making a sorrowful face with their 
heads bowed down. When the music stops, children should 
switch groups and perform the proper action when the 
music resumes. Stop and start the music several times. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector 

in today’s Bible story. Both of these men needed 
God to save them from their sin, just like us, but one 
knew he needed God’s forgiveness and the other did 
not. Let’s hear more about the Pharisee and the tax 
collector in our Bible story.

Compare and contrast
Gather an assortment of items that are similar but not 
exactly alike. Place all the items in a large bin. Invite a 
preschooler to choose two items from the bin that are the 
same. Lead the group in a discussion about the similarities 
and differences between the items. Repeat with another 
preschooler until all the items have been discussed or as 
time allows.
SAY • Some of these items were alike, but they were also 

different. In today’s Bible story, Jesus told a story 
about two prayers. The prayers were very different. 
God was pleased with one prayer and not the other. 
Listen to our Bible story to find out why.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to clasp their hands as if in prayer as 
they move to Bible study.

• large bin
• assorted items 

Suggested items:
• red and green apples 
• soccer ball and 

basketball 
• different baby dolls , 2
• different musical 

instruments , 2
• different toy cars, 2
• different books, 2

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Lead preschoolers in prayer. 
SAY • Talking to God through prayer is a gift! Jesus told 

a story about two men who prayed in today’s Bible 
story. Listen for whose prayer made God happy.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 18 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is true, and the Bible is God’s Word to us. 

We can know what God is like by learning what the 
Bible says. Today’s Bible story is in the Book of Luke.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The religious 

leader was wrong to think he was good. Everyone 
sins and needs God’s forgiveness—the tax collector, 
the religious leader, and us. Jesus came to take the 
punishment we deserve for our sin by dying on the 
cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because of 

Tip: Take prayer 
requests or simply 
pray for the children 
to one day know 
Jesus as Savior.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “The Pharisee and the 

Tax Collector” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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Jesus, God will forgive our sin.
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Who were the two men who went to the temple to 
pray? (a religious leader and a tax collector) 

2. Who prayed, thanking God that he was better than 
others and telling God all the good things he did? 
(the religious leader) 

3. Who prayed, asking God to have mercy on him 
because he was a sinner? (the tax collector) 

4. Whose prayer made God happy? The religious 
leader’s or the tax collector’s? (the tax collector’s prayer)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Can you answer our big picture question? Why did 

Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach people 
about God. The people Jesus met with needed to 
know that our good works do not make God love us 
more or make us better than other people. The story 
Jesus told showed that.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Mark 6:34. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Huge, 
Huge Crowd.”
SAY • Jesus taught all kinds of people. In today’s story, He 

taught people who thought they were better than 
others. Jesus taught them because He loved them. 
Jesus wanted them to know that they needed to be 
saved from sin just like everyone else. 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Decide between being proud and humble 
Tell preschoolers you will call out different situations. If 
the person in the situation is proud, preschoolers should 
move to one side of the room. If the person in the situation 
is humble, preschoolers should move to the other side of 
the room. Use the situations in the margin or create your 
own. You may post the Pharisee and tax collector images 
to identify the proud and humble walls. Define proud for 
preschoolers as thinking you are better than others. Define 
humble as thinking of yourself like God thinks about you.
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector 

was humble. He did not think he was better than 
other people. But the religious leader was proud. He 
thought he was better than other people. Everyone 
has sinned and needs God’s forgiveness. We can ask 
God for forgiveness and because of Jesus, God will 
forgive our sin.

Take a prayerwalk
If weather permits, take a prayerwalk outside. Explain to 
preschoolers that you all will pray with your eyes open. Pray 
by saying, “Thank You, God, for [preschooler’s suggestion].” 
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. When we look 

• “Pharisee and Tax 
Collector” printable 
(optional)

Suggestions:
• You and your sister color 

a picture, and you point 
out that you stayed in 
the lines better than her. 

• You run faster than your 
brother so you slow 
down to run with him.  

• You run faster than your 
brother so you always 
challenge him to race. 

• You win a board game 
and laugh at the other 
players.

• You win a board game 
and thank the others for 
playing with you.  

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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at the amazing things God made, we see that God 
is very big and very powerful, and we are very small 
and very weak. God does not need us to do anything 
for Him. He cannot love us more than He already 
does. We know this because He sent Jesus to take the 
punishment we deserve by dying on the cross for sin.

Work classmate puzzles
Gather a photograph of each child in your group. Cover 
each photo with contact plastic. Cut the photo into four or 
five pieces to create a puzzle. Store each puzzle in a ziplock 
bag. Invite a preschooler to work a puzzle to discover one of 
his or her classmates.
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. None of us 

are better than the rest of us. All of us have sinned 
and need God’s forgiveness. Jesus came to take the 
punishment we deserve for our sin by dying on the 
cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because of 
Jesus, God will forgive our sin.

Play out collecting taxes 
Lead preschoolers to dress up in Bible times clothing. 
Designate one child to be a tax collector. Distribute play 
money to the other children in the group. Give the tax 
collector a basket and invite him to play out collecting 
money from the other children. Allow children to take turns 
being the tax collector.
SAY • God is happy when people admit they have sinned 

and ask Him for forgiveness, but God is not happy 
when people think they are better than other people 
and think they have done nothing wrong. Jesus is the 
only One who has never done anything wrong. We 

• photograph, 1 of each 
child

• contact plastic
• scissors
• ziplock bags

Option: Consider 
contacting parents 
before the session 
or ask permission to 
use a photograph 
from their social 
media account.

• Bible times dress-up 
clothes

• play money 
• basket
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can ask God for forgiveness and, because of Jesus, 
God will forgive our sin.

Answer “Who Am I?” with puppets
Print a “Pharisee and Tax Collector” printable for each 
preschooler. Invite preschoolers to cut out the two images 
and tape them to craft sticks. Say the following statements 
and invite preschoolers to answer the question by holding 
up the correct puppet.

• I try to do good things to make God love me more. 
Who am I? (Pharisee)

• I have done unfair and dishonest things. People 
usually do not like me. Who am I? (tax collector)

• I prayed in the temple. Who am I? (Pharisee and tax 
collector)

• I told God about all the good things I had done in 
my prayer. Who am I? (Pharisee)

• I asked God to have mercy on me in my prayer 
because I was sorry for the wrong I had done. Who 
am I? (tax collector)

• God was not happy with my prayer because I was 
proud. (Pharisee) 

• God was happy with my prayer because I was 
humble. (tax collector)

• I need Jesus to save me from my sin. Who am I? 
(Pharisee and tax collector)

SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector 
asked God for forgiveness. Everyone has sinned 
and needs God’s forgiveness. Jesus came to take the 
punishment we deserve for our sin by dying on the 
cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and, because of 
Jesus, God will forgive our sin.

• “Pharisee and Tax 
Collector” printable, 
1 per child

• blunt-tipped scissors
• craft sticks, 2 per child
• tape

64 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 22 • Session 5

© 2016 LifeWay



Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. As preschoolers eat, remind them how 
the religious leader said how he fasted twice a week in his 
prayer. Explain that fasting is when a person does not eat 
food so he can think about God instead. The religious 
leader thought God loved him because of the things he 
did. Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector’s 
prayer made God happy because the tax collector knew he 
could not do anything to make God love him more, so he 
told God he was a sinner and asked for mercy. 

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of themselves praying. Suggest they draw themselves 
looking down like the tax collector in the story. Explain that 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God. God’s love is 
free. We cannot earn it. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, we need You to forgive us. We are sinners. 

Thank You for forgiving us when we ask because 
Jesus took the punishment for our sin. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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