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UNIT 22
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

In Luke 19, Jesus went after Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector. 
Zacchaeus was not well liked, but his interaction with Jesus 
led him to repent of his wrongdoing. Jesus said to him, 
“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” 
(Luke 19:10).

Who is “the lost”? What does it mean to be lost? In 
Luke 15, Jesus told three parables to the crowd of tax 
collectors, sinners, Pharisees, and scribes. Jesus’ teaching 
brought gospel truth to the tax collectors and sinners—
those whose unrighteousness separated them from God—
and to the Pharisees and scribes—those whose relied on 
their own righteous efforts for salvation.

Use Week of:

Three Parables

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 48

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

The first two parables are similar. In one, a man loses a 
sheep. He leaves his flock to find the missing sheep, and he 
rejoices when it is found. In the second, a woman loses a 
silver coin. The woman carefully searches her home until 
she finds it. Then, she calls her neighbors and friends to 
celebrate with her. Heaven rejoices when even one sinner 
repents. Finally, Jesus told a parable about two sons. The 
younger son asked for his inheritance, wasted his money on 
immoral living, and decided to return to his father. Rather 
than rejecting his wayward son, the father embraced him. 
The older son, who had always been obedient to his father, 
reacted with anger.

As you read Luke 15, think about the crowd Jesus was 
speaking to. The focus is often placed on the younger son—
the one with whom the tax collectors and sinners could 
identify—but Jesus also made a point about the older son. 
He was like the Pharisees and scribes, focused on his own 
morality and feeling entitled to his father’s favor.

Jesus taught what God is like. He seeks sinners who have 
wandered far from Him, and He seeks sinners who try 
to earn salvation by their good works. As you teach, help 
preschoolers understand that being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. God loves us, and He actively 
seeks to bring sinners to Himself.
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Three Parables
Luke 15

When Jesus taught, many people came to listen to 
Him. The religious leaders were angry that sinners came 
to listen to Jesus. They did not think Jesus should be 
friends with people who do wrong things. So Jesus told 
them three parables, or stories, to teach them about God.

Jesus said, “If a man has 100 sheep and one of the sheep 
goes missing, he leaves the 99 sheep in the field and looks 
everywhere for his lost sheep until he finds it. And when he 
finds it, he carries the sheep home. Then he tells his friends 
and neighbors, ‘Let’s celebrate because I have found my lost 
sheep!’”

Jesus told them what the story meant. “This is what 
heaven is like, but there will be more joy in heaven when 
one person is sorry for his sin and turns back to God than 
when 99 good people don’t need to be sorry.”

Then Jesus told a second story. “If a woman has 10 
silver coins and loses one of them, she lights a lamp, sweeps 
the house, and searches everywhere until she finds it! And 
when she finds it, she tells her friends and neighbors, ‘Let’s 
celebrate because I have found my lost coin!’”

Jesus said, “This is what heaven is like. God’s angels will 
celebrate when one person is sorry for his sin and turns back 
to God.”

Then Jesus told one more story. “A man had two sons. 
The younger son told his father, ‘Give me the part of 
what you have that will be mine someday.’ So the father 
gave his son what was his.

“The younger son left home and traveled to a faraway 
country. He spent all his money and made wrong 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
the preschoolers to 
pretend to be sheep as 
you tell the first parable 
by crawling on their 
hands and knees and 
making sheep sounds. 
Tell one of the other 
leaders to direct just one 
child into a part of the 
room that is usually off 
limits. (If no part of the 
room like that exists, you 
can create one for this 
week only.) The teacher 
will say, “Where is 
so-and-so?” Search high 
and low in the room for 
so-and-so. When that 
child is “found,” everyone 
rejoices.

• Use a visual: Print 
and cut out the “Sheep, 
Coin, Sons” printable. 
Show each image at the 
appropriate time as you 
tell the Bible story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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choices. The son had nothing left, and the country he 
was in ran out of food. He got a job feeding pigs, but he 
was hungry.

“The son was sorry for his wrong choices. ‘My father’s 
workers have plenty of food. I do not deserve to be his 
son. I will ask to be his worker,’ he said. So he decided to 
go home. His father ran to him and gave him a big hug 
and a kiss. The son started to tell his father he was sorry, 
but the father told his servants, ‘Bring the best clothes 
for my son to wear! Let’s celebrate with a big meal! My 
son was lost, and now he is found!’

“The older son came home and asked, ‘What’s going 
on?’ A servant said, ‘Your brother is home. Your father is 
celebrating; he is so happy.’

“The older son was angry! The father asked the older 
son to come inside and celebrate. ‘Listen!’ the older son 
said. ‘I have worked hard for you! I always obeyed you, 
but you never threw a party for me.’

“‘Son,’ the father said, ‘everything I have is yours. 
This is a day to be happy and to celebrate because your 
brother was lost, but now he is found.’” 

Christ Connection: Jesus told stories about people who were 
looking for things that were lost. Jesus told these stories to teach 
about Himself. Jesus looks for people who are lost, people who 
do not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers to 
check out this week’s 

devotionals to discover 
that the father never 
gave up on his son. 

When people hurt us, 
God tells believers to 
trust in Him and keep 

going. God works 
everything out at the 
right time. (Gal. 6:9) 

Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to complete the maze to get the father 
to his lost son.
SAY • Whoa! At first, this looked like a hard maze, but it 

was actually very easy. The father went straight to his 
son. He was so happy to see his son who had been 
lost, he did not waste any time getting to him. Listen 
to our Bible story to find out who this father is like.

Gather sheep 
Spread cotton balls out around the room. Tell preschoolers 
that they are shepherds and the cotton balls are their 
sheep. When you say “go,” preschoolers should gather up 
all the sheep they can. When all the sheep are gathered, 
preschoolers may count how many sheep they have. Scatter 
the sheep and play again as time allows.

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “My Son Is Found!” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• cotton balls

LOW PREP
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SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus told three stories. One 
story was about a shepherd and his sheep. Listen to 
find out what the shepherd would do if he lost one 
of his sheep. Here’s a hint: It is like what God does to 
find one of His children.

Invite fathers to class 
Contact preschool families before the session and encourage 
preschoolers’ fathers to bring their child to class and stay for 
a few minutes. Ask fathers to speak a blessing out loud over 
their children by telling the child what good qualities they 
see in them and what they hope for the child’s future. If 
fathers are uncomfortable forming their own blessing, invite 
them to recite Numbers 6:24-26 over their child. For a 
child whose father is not present, ask a male leader to speak 
the blessing over the child. 
SAY • Fathers are a good gift from God, but God Himself 

is the best Father of all. In today’s Bible story, Jesus 
told a story about a father and his two sons. One of 
the sons made very bad choices. The other son made 
very good choices. But the father loved his sons no 
matter what kind of choices they made because he 
was a good father who loved his children. Listen to 
the Bible story to hear how this father is like God.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to move to Bible study as if they are 
looking for something they lost.

• fathers 

Option: Contact 
fathers before 
the session and 
encourage them to 
write a blessing for 
their child to bring 
with them to the 
session.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Call out different events. If a preschooler thinks that event 
should be celebrated, he or she should jump up, clap, or 
cheer to celebrate.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Jesus taught about what makes 

God and all of heaven celebrate!

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 15 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is a true book! God’s words are in the Bible, 

and all God’s words are true! Today’s Bible story comes 
from the Book of Luke in the New Testament. 

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. God loves us so 

much He comes looking for us even when we do not 
love Him like the shepherd looked for his sheep and 
the woman looked for her coin. And like the father, 
God does not love us any more when we do good 

Suggested events: 
• a new puppy 
• your birthday
• learning to do 

something new
• Christmas
• a new brother or sister

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Three Parables” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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things, and God does not love us any less when we 
do bad things. God loves us because of who He is. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Who came to hear Jesus teach that the religious 
leaders did not like? (sinners) 

2. What did the younger son do with his money in the 
story? (spent it all and made wrong choices) 

3. What did the son plan to ask his father when he got 
home? (if he could be his father’s servant) 

4. What did his father do when he saw his son? (ran to 
him, gave him a big hug and a kiss, said to bring the 
best clothes for him, and celebrated with a big meal) 

5. Was the older son happy his brother was back? (No, 
he was angry.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • The religious leaders did not understand that God 

loves people no matter what they do, so Jesus told 
them three stories to teach them about God’s love. 
Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 
people about God.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Mark 6:34. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Huge, 
Huge Crowd.”
SAY • Jesus came not only to save people from sin but to 

teach them about God. Jesus loves people and wants 
them to know that His Father loves them too! 

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Sing “Jesus Loves Me”
Lead preschoolers to sing “Jesus Loves Me.”

“ Jesus loves me—this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong— 
They are weak, but He is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me—He who died  
Heaven’s gate to open wide; 
He will wash away my sin,  
Let His little child come in. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so.”

SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. God loves people. 
We know this because the Bible tells us He sent His 
Son to rescue us from sin. Jesus looks for people who 

LOW PREP
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are lost, people who do not know Him. Jesus gave 
His life to save people from sin.

Play a “Come to the party” game
Designate one area of the room as the party area. Choose 
one child to be the Father. Direct the rest of the group to be 
sons and to wait on the other side of the room. Play happy, 
upbeat music at a low volume. While the music plays softly, 
the Father should walk over, take a son’s hand, and lead 
him to the party. The son at the party dances to the music 
while the Father leaves again to go get another son. Lead 
the Father to repeat the action until every son is at the party 
dancing to the music. Once all the sons are at the party, turn 
the music up loud and party! Turn the music down. Choose 
another Father and play again.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. The older son in the 

story was angry that his father was having a party 
for his younger brother. He would not come to the 
party. The father did not get mad at his older son. 
He left the party and asked his son to come in and 
celebrate too. Jesus is like that. He loves people—
even if they do wrong things and even if they do 
right things thinking it will make God love them 
more. Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.

Sweep the room 
Provide toy brooms, mops, dusters, and brushes or use small 
and clean cleaning tools if toy ones are unavailable. Invite 
preschoolers to clean the room or a part of the room.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. He told a story 

about a woman who lost one of her silver coins. She 
swept the house and searched everywhere until she 

• “Kingdom Kid” song 
(optional) 

LOW PREP

• toy brooms and mops
• clean dusters, brushes, 

or small cleaning tools
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found it. She told her friends and neighbors, “Let’s 
celebrate because I have found my lost coin!” Jesus 
said God’s angels celebrate when even just one person 
is sorry for his sin and turns back to God.

Find a sheep, a coin, and two sons
Print and cut out the “Sheep, Coin, Sons” printable. Hide 
the images around the room. Invite preschoolers to find the 
images and clap and jump up and down when they find 
one. When children find all the images, hide them and play 
again. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love by telling three stories 

about people who were looking for things that were 
lost. Jesus told these stories to teach about Himself. 
Jesus looks for people who are lost, people who do 
not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save people 
from sin.

Make a play dough feast 
Set out play dough and play dough tools. Invite 
preschoolers to make a food that would be served at a 
feast out of the dough. Provide toy plates and bowls for 
preschoolers to display their creations.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. The younger son in 

the story knew he did not deserve to be the father’s 
son anymore, but the father did not even give the 
son a chance to ask if he could be his worker. He 
hugged and kissed his son and celebrated with a big 
meal. God is like that He celebrates when we turn 
from our sin and turn to Jesus. God forgives our sin 
because Jesus gave His life to save us. 

• “Sheep, Coin, Sons” 
printable

• scissors

• play dough 
• play dough tools
• toy plates 
• toy bowls

Tip: Make sure 
preschoolers do not 
try to eat their play 
dough feast.
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Go all out for snack this week, serving something extra 
special or one of the children’s favorites. Talk about how 
the father in the story celebrated his son’s return with a big 
meal of the best food. Jesus taught about God’s love. God 
loves people like the son who thought his father would not 
love him anymore because of the bad things he had done. 
God also loves people like the older son who thought his 
father should love him more because of the good things he 
had done. God loves us because of who He is not because of 
what we do. 

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw 
a picture of a coin, sheep, or a son. Remind preschoolers 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God. Pray for the 
children.
SAY • God, You love sinners like You love Your perfect Son, 

Jesus. Help us to better understand how much You 
love us. Amen. 

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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