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UNIT 22
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was meeting with His followers when an expert in the 
Law of Moses stood up and asked Him a question. “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus pointed Him to the 
Scriptures, which say, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” (See 
Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18.)

Then the lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Rather than 
give a list of whom the man should love, Jesus responded 
with a parable. Jesus’ story about the Good Samaritan 
surprised the people who heard it. The priest and Levite—
men dedicated to serving God—neglected to help the man 

Use Week of:

The Good Samaritan

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 34

LARGE GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 36

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

in need. By showing mercy, the Samaritan (whom Jews 
considered a social outcast) proved to be a neighbor to the 
man in need. Jesus told the lawyer, “Go and do the same.”

Jesus did not directly answer the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?” The lawyer asked the wrong question; he 
was seeking to justify himself, to meet the minimum 
requirements of the Old Testament law with the hope of 
gaining eternal life. Rather, Jesus taught that the lawyer 
should love without limits and demonstrate love with 
action.

In this parable, we see the beauty of the gospel. Point out 
to the preschoolers you teach that like the good Samaritan, 
God saw that we needed to be rescued. We were dead in 
our sin and unable to help ourselves. God showed His love 
when He sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin.

Jesus came to us and provided salvation, forgiveness, and 
everything we need. As we look to Him, He continues to 
take care of us. Emphasize that, as a result, God calls us 
to show His love for the world by loving others as He has 
loved us.
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

One day, a Jewish lawyer asked Jesus a question. 
“Teacher,” he said, “What do I have to do to have eternal 
life?”

Jesus said, “What do you think? What do the 
Scriptures say?”

The lawyer answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and 
mind.’ And ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Jesus said, “That’s right. Do this, and you will have 
eternal life.”

Then the man asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
told a story to answer the man’s question.

“A man was traveling along a road when robbers 
attacked him. The robbers beat him up and left him by 
the side of the road.

“Then a priest came down the road and saw the man 
lying there. But the priest did not help him. Instead, the 
priest walked by on the other side of the road.

“Then a religious leader—a Levite—came down the 
road and saw the man lying there. But the Levite did not 
help him. Instead, the Levite walked by on the other side 
of the road.

“Then a man from Samaria came down the road and 
he saw the man lying there. The Samaritan man helped 
him! He wrapped up the man’s wounds, put the man on 
his donkey, and took him to an inn. The Samaritan paid 
the innkeeper to help take care of the man.” 

Now Jesus asked the lawyer, “Who was a real neighbor 
to the man who was attacked?”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use motions: Lead 
children to stand up 
and act out the parable 
by mimicking your 
movements as you read 
the phrases: 

• “traveling along a road” - 
march in place

• “attacked” - punch fists
• “saw the man” - shield 

eyes, look around
• “walked by on the other 

side” - big step to the 
right and march in place

• “wrapped up the man’s 
wounds” - roll forearms 
over each other

• “on his donkey” - 
galloping motion

• Act it out: Choose 
children to play the roles 
of the hurt man, the 
priest, the Levite, and 
the Samaritan. Pretend 
to be Jesus telling the 
story as the children act 
out the parts. 

The BIBLE STORY
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The lawyer said, “The one who helped the man.”
Jesus said, “Go and do the same!”

Christ Connection: Jesus told a story that surprised people. 
We are like the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. He sent Jesus 
to rescue us from sin. We can show people God’s love by helping 
them.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers to 
check out this week’s 

devotionals to discover 
that Jesus wants us to 
love others as He has 
loved us. The greatest 
way we can love our 

neighbors is by sharing 
the good news about 

Jesus. (Matt. 28:19-20) 
Order in bulk, subscribe 
quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For more 
information, check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.

33Jesus the Storyteller

© 2016 LifeWay



Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide preschoolers to trace the three paths to discover 
which man helped the man who was hurt.
SAY • Oh dear! The man in this picture looks hurt! Can you 

tell which of these three men stopped to help him? 
This picture comes from a story Jesus told in today’s 
Bible story. Listen to discover why Jesus told this 
story.

What do I have to do? 
Explain to children that you will state a situation and ask 
the question “What do I have to do?” Invite preschoolers 
to tell you what to do and pantomime the actions. Use the 
suggested situations below or create your own.

• I want to make some cookies. What do I have to do? 
• I need to get ready for school. What do I have to do? 

• “Kingdom Kid” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Who Is a Neighbor?” 
activity page, 
1 per child

• pencils or crayons

LOW PREP
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• It is time for bed. What do I have to do? 
• I want to watch television. What do I have to do? 
• I want to build a fort. What do I have to do? 
• I want to go swimming. What do I have to do? 

For the last situation say, “I want eternal life. What do I 
have to do?” Move to the “Say” portion when preschoolers 
are at a loss. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, a man asked Jesus what he had 

to do to have eternal life. Can we do anything to get 
eternal life? No, we are sinners. Even if we try as hard 
as we can, we cannot get eternal life. Jesus gives us 
eternal life when we put our trust in Him to save us 
from sin.

Walk around cones 
Set up plastic cones in a zig-zag pattern spaced several feet 
apart. Challenge preschoolers to walk in the zig-zag pattern 
around the cones. For younger preschoolers, consider using 
tape to mark the path around the cones on the floor.
SAY • Good job walking around the cones. In today’s Bible 

story, Jesus told a story. In the story, a priest and a 
religious leader were walking along, and they saw 
something that made them move to the other side of 
the road to walk. Listen to our Bible story to find out 
what they saw that made them change their path.

Transition to Bible study
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to pretend they are riding donkeys as 
they move to Bible study.

• plastic cones
• tape (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • Who is your neighbor? When you think of the name 

of a neighbor, put your finger on your nose. [Call for 
responses.] A neighbor can be anyone! In today’s Bible 
story, a man asked Jesus who was his neighbor. Listen 
to see how Jesus answered the man’s question.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 10 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • God’s true words are in the Bible. That makes the 

Bible the most important book there ever was or ever 
will be. Today’s Bible story comes from Luke.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • The priest and the Levite did not help the man in 

need, but the Samaritan man did. Jesus tells us to 
love others as He has loved us. We are like the hurt 
man in the story. We need to be saved from our sin. 
God saw that we needed help, and He sent Jesus. 

Tip: To get 
preschoolers 
thinking ask, “Who 
lives near you? Who 
do you play with 
often? Who is sitting 
next to you?” 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “The Good Samaritan” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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Because Jesus rescues us from sin, we can help other 
people when they need help.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. Name a question the Jewish lawyer asked Jesus. 
(What do I have to do to have eternal life? Who is my 
neighbor?) 

2. Who walked by the injured man in the story Jesus 
told? (a priest and a Levite) 

3. Who helped the injured man? (a Samaritan man) 
4. What question did Jesus ask the lawyer when He 

finished telling the story? (Who was a neighbor to the 
man who was attacked?) 

5. What did Jesus tell the lawyer to do? (Go and do the 
same!)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. The lawyer did not understand 
that God wants us to love all people. Jesus told him 
a story to show him that God wants us to love others 
like He loves us. God loves us with all that He is! 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Mark 6:34. Read the key passage aloud 
several times. Sing together the key passage song, “Huge, 
Huge Crowd.”
SAY • We are sinners. We cannot understand what God 

and His kingdom are like on our own. Jesus came to 
rescue us from sin and teach us what God is like. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song
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Small Group ACTIVITIES

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Make hearts
Fold pieces of construction paper in half. Draw half a heart 
on one side. Guide a preschooler to cut along the line and 
open up his paper to reveal a heart. Repeat with multiple 
pieces of construction paper in various colors and sizes. 
Write the main point on the largest heart.
SAY • Hearts make us think of love. Jesus tells us to love 

others as He has loved us. We are like the man on 
the side of the road in the story that Jesus told. God 
saw that we needed help. We needed to be rescued 
from sin. He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can 
show people God’s love by helping them.

Practice wrapping wounds 
Demonstrate how to wrap an arm or a leg with gauze 
or white crepe paper. Invite preschoolers to take turns 
wrapping each other’s arms or legs. Make sure preschoolers 
do not wrap the gauze too tightly. 
SAY • The Samaritan man in the story wrapped up the hurt 

man’s wounds. We are like that man on the side of 
the road, and God saw that we need help. We need 
to be rescued from sin. He sent Jesus to rescue us 
from sin. We can show people God’s love by helping 

• construction paper
• marker
• blunt-tipped scissors

LOW PREP

• gauze or white crepe 
paper
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them. Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved 
us.

Make treats for a domestic abuse shelter
Explain to preschoolers that you are going to make a treat 
to deliver to a place that keeps people safe or helps people 
when they have been hurt. Spray the pan with cooking 
spray and set aside. In a microwave-safe bowl, heat butter 
and marshmallows for two minutes. Stir and heat for an 
additional minute. Quickly add the cereal. Stir until well 
coated. Pour the mixture into the pan. Cover the pan with 
parchment paper and allow preschoolers to take turns 
pressing the mixture into the pan. Allow the mixture to cool  
then cut into 2-inch squares. Arrange the treats on a foam 
plate and cover with aluminum foil. 

Invite preschoolers to work together to decorate a poster 
to deliver to the shelter along with the treats. Consider 
planning a class family outing after the session to deliver the 
treats and then enjoy a picnic lunch.
SAY • The people who work where we are taking these 

treats remind us of the Samaritan man. They see 
people who have been hurt, and they help them. 
Jesus does that for us. God saw that we needed to be 
rescued from sin. He sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus 
tells us to love others as He has loved us. We are 
showing God’s love to others today by making and 
delivering these treats.

Sort bandages
Gather adhesive bandages in various shapes and sizes. 
Place one of each kind of bandage in a small bin. Invite 
preschoolers to sort each bandage into its proper bin. 

• crispy rice cereal, 6 cups
• butter, 3 tablespoons
• marshmallows, 

10- ounce package
• microwave 
• microwave-safe bowl
• wooden spoon
• 13-by-9-inch pan 
• cooking spray
• parchment paper
• plastic knife
• foam plate
• aluminum foil 
• poster board
• markers

• adhesive bandages, 
various shapes and 
sizes 

• small bins
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You may also make patterns with the bandages and invite 
preschoolers to continue the pattern.
SAY • Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. We 

can show people God’s love by helping them. The 
Samaritan man in the story wrapped up the man’s 
wounds, put the man on his donkey, and took him 
to an inn. Who is someone you can help to show 
God’s love? 

Finger paint with lotion
Squirt baby lotion into small plastic bowls. Add a few drops 
of washable paint to each bowl. Mix the lotion and paint 
with a plastic spoon. Cover a table with a large sheet of 
paper. Invite preschoolers to finger paint with the colored 
lotion. 
SAY • The man from Samaria was the only one who 

stopped to help the man on the side of the road. He 
cared for his wounds and then took him to an inn to 
be cared for. We are like the man on the side of the 
road, and God saw that we need help. We need to be 
rescued from sin. He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. 
Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. We 
can show people God’s love by helping them.

• baby lotion 
• washable paint
• plastic bowls
• plastic spoon 
• paper
• wipes for cleanup 
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Invite preschoolers to serve snack to the child sitting 
next to them. Remind preschoolers that Jesus tells us 
to love others as He has loved us. Jesus’ story surprised 
people. We are like the man on the side of the road, and 
God saw that we need help. We need to be rescued from 
sin. He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can show 
people God’s love by helping them.

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of them helping someone. Remind preschoolers that 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God. From today’s 
Bible story we learn that we can love and help other people 
because Jesus loved and helped us in the greatest way when 
He rescued us from sin. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, You saw that we needed a Rescuer to save us 

from sin, and You sent Your very own Son. Thank 
You for loving us so much. Help us to love others 
like You love us and to show them Your love. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download 
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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