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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 22 • Session 1
Jesus the Storyteller

UNIT 22
SESSION 1 

PARABLE OF THE SOWER

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

The Bible Story

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus told stories called parables. Jesus told a story about a farmer who went 
out to scatter seeds. Some seeds fell on the path. The birds ate the seeds. 
Some seeds fell on rocky ground. When the hot sun came up, those plants 
died. Other seeds fell among thorns and did not grow. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and grew a big crop! Jesus said, “Anyone who has ears should 
listen!” Jesus’ friends asked Him about the story. Jesus said the story was 
about the good news. Some people do not understand the good news. Some 
people stop following Jesus when life gets hard. Some people care more 
about other things than following Jesus. The people who hear and believe in 
Jesus grow and tell the good news to others. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus told a story about the good news.
 * Jesus wants people to believe the good news.
 * Jesus’ followers tell other people about Him.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 13. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus wants people to 
believe the good news. People hear and believe the good news 
because Jesus’ followers tell other people about Him. [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Sing the first verse of “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus.” 
“ Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me.”

SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus wants people to 
believe the good news. 

MAKE SEED ART
Squirt paint on a piece of heavyweight paper, place it inside a 
ziplock bag along with pumpkin seeds or bean seeds, and then seal 
it with duct tape for each baby to explore. Set aside the art to dry.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus wants people to 
believe the good news, like a farmer wants seeds to grow.

EXAMINE ROCKS
Fill empty water bottles with rocks and seal the lids with glue. 
Guide the babies to shake the bottles. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus’ followers tell other 
people about Him.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Matthew 13. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE SOIL ART
Post an allergy alert. Use glue sticks to make five vertical rows on 
construction paper for each toddler. Help toddlers sprinkle crushed 
chocolate wafer cookies on the paper and shake the excess into a 
bag. Help toddlers stick adhesive foam flower shapes above the soil.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about the 
good news being like seeds planted in a field.

TELL THE GOOD NEWS
Invite toddlers to run to a friend, give a hug, and say “Jesus loves 
you.” Cheer for the toddlers. Play as time allows.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus’ followers tell others 
about Him. 

EXPLORE A PARABLE BOX
Print the Bible story pictures for unit 22 and tape them to a box 
for use throughout the unit. Place items from the Bible story in 
the box, such as a sealed bag of seeds, stones, toy birds, and toy 
vegetables for toddlers to handle as you review the story.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told people in today’s 
story about the good news.

LOOK AT SEEDS
Before class, split a few seeds and place them on damp paper towels 
within an empty CD case. Seal the case with duct tape. Provide 
magnifying glasses for toddlers to examine the seeds.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus told a story about the 
good news. Jesus wants people to believe the good news.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PARABLE OF THE SOWER
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
MAIN POINT: Jesus told stories about God.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: EXAMINE FEATHERS
Draw an outline of a bird on the back of clear contact plastic and 
tape it sticky side out to a wall at toddler’s height. Provide artificial 
feathers or feather-shaped paper cutouts. Encourage the children to 
place the feathers on the bird as you talk about the seeds the farmer 
planted that the birds ate.  
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Jesus said sometimes 
people hear the good news and do not believe it, like seeds that are 
eaten by birds. Jesus wants people to believe the good news.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Spread a blanket on the floor and place beanbags on it. Invite 
toddlers to walk along the blanket and pick up the “rocks” so the 
farmer can plant seeds. Review the Bible story briefly.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD. Like a farmer prepares soil, 
Jesus prepares our hearts to hear and believe the good news.

DRAW IN TASTE-SAFE “SOIL”
Freeze brown sugar in a 9-by-13-inch cake pan overnight. Post an 
allergy alert. Provide chopsticks for toddlers to draw in the soil. 
Keep wipes handy for cleanup.
SAY: JESUS TOLD STORIES ABOUT GOD and the good news.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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