
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Zacchaeus lived in the town of Jericho. He was a chief 
tax collector. Zacchaeus’s job was to collect money from 
the Jews for the Roman government. Many people knew 
Zacchaeus, and many did not like him.

The Bible says that Zacchaeus was rich. Tax collectors often 
collected more money than necessary and kept the surplus 
for themselves. His greed and dishonesty led Zacchaeus 
to being looked down upon as a “sinner.” But Zacchaeus 

Jesus and Zacchaeus

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

treasured his wealth more than his reputation.

Zacchaeus probably never imagined that his entire life 
would change in a single day. When Jesus came through 
Jericho, Zacchaeus wanted to see him. He couldn’t see over 
the crowds, so he climbed a sycamore tree and watched 
Jesus from a distance.

Imagine the crowd’s surprise when Jesus approached the tree 
and called out to Zacchaeus, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down because today I must stay at your house.”

Of all the people in Jericho, Jesus chose to visit Zacchaeus! 
The other people complained. What was Jesus thinking, 
going to stay with a sinner like Zacchaeus?

The story reveals that Zacchaeus’s encounter with Jesus 
changed him. He offered to give half of his possessions to 
the poor and to pay back four times what he had cheated 
from others. Zacchaeus no longer treasured his wealth. 
He realized that Jesus offered something so much better. 
Jesus confirmed this evidence of a changed heart: “Today 
salvation has come to this house.”

People who encounter Jesus do not walk away unchanged. 
Pray that the preschoolers you teach would encounter the 
real Jesus, the One who came into the world because we 
needed Him. Jesus came to seek and save the lost—people 
like Zacchaeus and people like us. “I didn’t come to call the 
righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17). When we repent and 
trust in Jesus, He changes us.
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Jesus and Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Jesus was traveling, and He came to a town called 
Jericho. A man named Zacchaeus lived in Jericho. 
Zacchaeus was rich. He was a chief tax collector, so he 
was in charge of collecting money from the people in 
Jericho to give to the Roman government. The people in 
Jericho did not like tax collectors because many of them 
were dishonest.

When Jesus was in Jericho, a large crowd of people 
came to see Him. Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus, and 
he wanted to see Him too! But Zacchaeus was too short 
to see over the other people. So he ran ahead of the crowd 
and climbed into a sycamore tree.

When Jesus walked by, He looked into the tree and 
saw Zacchaeus.

“Come down, Zacchaeus,” Jesus said. “I want to stay 
with you today.”

Zacchaeus was happy! He hurried down from the 
tree and welcomed Jesus into his house. But other people 
were not happy. They complained and said, “Zacchaeus is a 
sinner, and Jesus is going to stay at his house!”

Later that day, Zacchaeus told Jesus that he wanted to 
do the right thing. “I will give half of everything I have 
to the poor,” Zacchaeus said. “And if I took anything 
from someone that I should not have taken, I will pay 
him back even more than I took.”

Jesus told Zacchaeus, “Today, you have been saved. 
You have shown that you are one of God’s people.”

Jesus said, “I have come to seek and save the lost.” Jesus 
had come to earth to find people like Zacchaeus—people 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: 
Encourage boys 
and girls to act out 
various scenes of the 
story as you tell it.

• Shield eyes and look 
around.

• Jump up and 
down, trying to see 
over something 
obstructing the view.

• Pretend to climb 
a tree.

• Shield eyes as 
Zacchaeus sees Jesus.

• Climb down the tree 
at Jesus’ request.

• Walk, walk, walk 
with Jesus to 
Zacchaeus’ house.

• Sit and visit with 
Jesus. 

• Go outside: Invite 
a guest to dress in 
Bible times clothes, 
go outside, and 
climb up into a tree. 
Take preschoolers 
outside and discover 
the guest. The guest 
storyteller could tell 
story from the tree 
or climb down and 
address the group as 
Zacchaeus.

The BIBLE STORY
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who did not know God—and to rescue them from their 
sin.

Christ Connection: Jesus came to look for and rescue people 
who sin. He came to rescue people like you and me. Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again. He is happy when we are sorry for 
our sin, and He wants us to trust in Him.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hide your Bible in plain sight in the classroom. 
SAY • My Bible is lost! Do you see it anywhere? [Invite a 

preschooler to retrieve the Bible.] Thank you! In today’s 
Bible story, Jesus said, “I have come to seek and save 
the lost.” He was not talking about something simply 
misplaced like my Bible. He was talking about 
people who do not know God. Listen to our Bible 
story to hear how Jesus found Zacchaeus, a man who 
did not know God.

Open your Bible to Luke 19:1-10. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a twig or leaf at John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open the Bible to 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus and 

Zacchaeus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• twig or leaf
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and Zacchaeus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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the key passage. Say the key passage as a group several times. 
Allow individual preschoolers to attempt to say the key 
passage on their own.
SAY • Zacchaeus discovered that Jesus is the way, the truth, 

and the life. Jesus came to find people who did not 
know God—people like you and me—and to make a 
way for us to be with God.

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. When people meet the Son of God, they do 
not stay the same. Just being near Jesus showed 
Zacchaeus that he was a sinner. Jesus changed his 
heart, so Zacchaeus wanted to obey God. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus loved Zacchaeus. Jesus came to look for and 

rescue people who sin. He came to rescue people like 
you and me. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. 
He is happy when we are sorry for our sin, and He 
wants us to trust in Him.

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “Everywhere I Go” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to 

rescue us from sin. You love us just like You loved 
Zacchaeus. Change our hearts. Help us to always say 
we are sorry when we sin. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus and Zacchaeus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Seek and save the lost
Tell preschoolers to close their eyes. Hide a person figure 
somewhere in the room. Tell children to open their eyes and 
find it. Play several rounds. 
SAY • When we say a person is lost, we mean he or she 

does not know God. The Bible tells us that all of us 
are lost because all of us are sinners, but Jesus did 
not leave us lost. Jesus loves us, just like Jesus loved 
Zacchaeus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to 
rescue us from sin. We are found because of Jesus.

Collect taxes
Give each child some toy money. Invite preschoolers to take 
turns being a tax collector. Lead preschoolers to spread out 
around the room while the tax collector goes around with a 
basket collecting taxes. Then encourage the tax collector to 
go back and return the money. 
SAY • Zacchaeus was a dishonest tax collector. Many people 

did not like him, but Jesus loved Zacchaeus and 
came to his house. Jesus changed Zacchaeus’ heart. 
Zacchaeus was sorry for his sin and wanted to do the 
right thing. Jesus is happy when we are sorry for our 
sin, and He wants us to trust in Him.

• person figure

LOW PREP

• play money
• basket
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Work Jesus puzzles
Print the Bible story picture posters from Unit 21 onto 
heavyweight paper and cut them into 4-6 puzzle pieces. 
Invite preschoolers to select and work a puzzle. Review 
Unit 21 Bible stories as preschoolers work.
SAY • Jesus came to rescue people from their sin—people 

like Zacchaeus and people like you and me. Jesus 
loved Zacchaeus, and He died on the cross and rose 
again for us. Jesus wants people to trust in Him.

Examine leaves
Take a nature walk to gather leaves or collect some before 
class. Acquire some sycamore leaves if possible. Lead 
preschoolers to examine the leaves using magnifying glasses. 
Point out shapes, colors, and veins.
SAY • Zacchaeus ran ahead of the crowd and climbed into 

a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus. Jesus told 
Zacchaeus to come down because He wanted to stay 
with him. Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his house. 
Jesus loved Zacchaeus. Jesus came to look for and 
rescue people who sin. 

Make Jesus Loves You! door hangers
Write Jesus Loves You! on a 4 1/2-by-6-inch foam sheet for 
each preschooler. Invite him to decorate the door hanger 
with foam stickers. Punch two holes at the top and string 
yarn through to create a hanger.
SAY •  Some people were not happy that Jesus stayed with 

Zacchaeus, but Jesus loved Zacchaeus. When we 
welcome lost people into our homes, we can tell 
them that Jesus loves them too! He died on the cross 
and rose again to rescue them from sin. 

Transition to large group closing

• Bible Story Pictures 
from Unit 21

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use)
• ziplock bags

• Allergy Alert 
download 

• various leaves
• magnifying glasses

• foam sheets
• foam stickers 

(non-fantasy)
• marker
• hole punch
• yarn

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was Zacchaeus’ job? (tax collector)
2. What did Zacchaeus climb when he could not see 

Jesus? (a sycamore tree)
3. Who stayed with Zacchaeus in his house? (Jesus)
4. What did Zacchaeus say he would do? (give half of 

everything he had to the poor and give back the money 
he took)

5. Whom did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 
Son.

SAY •  Zacchaeus was a dishonest tax collector. People 
did not like him, but Jesus loved Zacchaeus. Jesus 
wanted to stay with Zacchaeus. Jesus is God’s Son. 
He came to look for and rescue people who sin—
people like Zacchaeus and you and me. Jesus died on 
the cross and rose again. Jesus is happy when we are 
sorry for our sin and put our trust in Him.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and Zacchaeus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for the Bible. Thank You for loving 
us just like You loved Zacchaeus. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to rescue us from our sin. Please help 
us to always be sorry for our sins. We love You. 
Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how Jesus traveled around to find and 
rescue people from their sin. Now it is our job as followers 
of Jesus to go tell others about Him so they can turn from 
their sin and trust in Jesus. You may also show the “A 
Gospel Portrait” video. 
SAY • Amy Walters went to Niger with other women from 

her church to teach Songhai women how to paint. 
While they were painting she told them stories about 
Jesus from the Bible. Most of the women in the 
village did not know that Jesus loves them. Let’s pray 
that God would send more missionaries like Amy to 
Niger to share the good news about Jesus. Whom can 
you spend time with and share stories about Jesus 
with right here where you live? 

Line up according to height
Help preschoolers arrange themselves from shortest to 
tallest. Challenge preschoolers to try to look over the person 
in front of and behind them. Remind preschoolers that 
Zacchaeus was too short to see over the other people, so he 
climbed into a sycamore tree to see Jesus.

• “A Gospel Portrait” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 1 
per child
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