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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus went with His disciples into the countryside of Judea. 
He oversaw them as they baptized people. At the same time, 
people came to John, and he was baptizing them. These 
baptisms were an outward sign of cleansing for people who 
had repented of their sins.

Some of John’s disciples came to John. They had noticed 
that the disciples of the man John had reluctantly baptized 
were baptizing others. Perhaps they felt the need to defend 

Jesus and John the Baptist

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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John’s ministry, but John explained God’s purpose for his 
life. John had been chosen by God long before he was 
born to be a forerunner—one who prepares the way. (See 
Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3.)

John the Baptist understood who he was and who Jesus is. 
Consider these comparisons as John explained that Jesus 
was greater than John.

First, who were they? John was clear: “I am not the 
Messiah” (John 3:28). John was not the bridegroom, but 
the groom’s friend. Jesus is the bridegroom. (John 3:29)

Where did they come from? John was from the earth, and 
he belonged to the earth. Jesus comes from above and is 
above all. (John 3:31)

Next, what did they do? John said, “He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” John was a witness to the Light. 
(John 1:7-8) He was a voice in the wilderness, and Jesus is 
the Word. (John 1:14,23) John baptized with water, but 
Jesus baptized with the Spirit. (John 1:33)

Finally, why were they here? John went before Jesus and 
rejoiced with Him. (John 3:28-29) Jesus came to give 
eternal life. (John 3:36)

In the scope of God’s plan of salvation, it was time for John 
to step aside for Jesus to do His work on earth. Jesus’ earthly 
ministry had begun, and He would obediently do God’s 
will to bring salvation to sinners.
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Jesus and John the Baptist
John 3:22-36

Jesus and His friends left the city of Jerusalem and 
went into the countryside. People came to see them, and 
Jesus taught the people about God. Many people were 
baptized.

John the Baptist was nearby. He was baptizing people 
too! Some of the people who followed John began to 
argue. They had a question for John.

“Teacher,” they said, “remember the man you talked 
about, the One who was with you on the other side of 
the Jordan River? He is baptizing people, and people are 
starting to follow Him.” 

John’s followers were talking about Jesus. John 
answered, “I told you that I am not the Messiah. I am the 
messenger who goes before the Messiah to announce that 
He is coming.”

It was good that people were being baptized and 
following Jesus. That’s what they were supposed to do! Jesus 
is the Messiah God promised.

John told his followers to think about a wedding. 
When two people get married, the man who married the 
bride is called the groom. His friend stands with him 
at the wedding, and the friend is happy to be there and 
to hear the groom’s voice. This was how John felt—like 
a groom’s friend—and Jesus was the groom. John was 
happy that Jesus, the Messiah, had come.

John also knew that a wedding is the groom’s special day. 
The groom’s friend should not make it about himself. John 
said, “Jesus must become greater, and I must become 
less.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite your 
pastor: Invite a 
pastor to talk to the 
class about baptism 
and tell the Bible 
story. Mention that 
John and Jesus’ 
friends baptized 
people after the 
people chose to 
follow God. 

• Visit your 
baptistry: If 
accommodations 
are suitable, take the 
class to visit your 
church’s baptistry. 
Sit on the steps and 
remind preschoolers 
that both John and 
Jesus’ friends would 
baptize people after 
they decided to 
follow God. Tell the 
Bible story while in 
the baptistry.

The BIBLE STORY
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But why was Jesus more important than John? Well, 
John was from the earth, and he could only tell people 
about things on earth. Jesus came to earth from heaven, 
and He could talk about things in heaven because He had 
seen them!

John said, “God sent Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks 
God’s words.” Everything Jesus says is true because God 
always tells the truth.

Then John said, “God the Father loves His Son, 
Jesus. He has given Jesus power over everything. Whoever 
believes in Jesus will live forever with God in heaven, but 
whoever does not believe in Jesus will not live forever.”

Christ Connection: God gave John the Baptist a special job. 
John told people, “Get ready for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. When Jesus was older, He went out 
to teach people about God. Jesus was here, and John’s job was 
finished.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite a preschooler to stand in front of the group. Whisper 
the name of another preschooler in your group to him. 
Guide him to shout, “[Child’s name you whispered] is here!” 
Continue until each child has a turn announcing a name 
and hearing her name announced.
SAY • John’s job was to tell people that Someone was 

coming—Someone more important than him. Listen 
to today’s Bible story to find out who that Person is.

Open your Bible to John 3:22-36. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut an arrow shape out of construction paper and place it 
at John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come 
up one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus and John 

the Baptist” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• construction paper
• scissors
• Bible Story Picture 

poster
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and John the Baptist
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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Invite children to say the key passage with you several times. 
SAY • [Use the arrow cutout to point to John on the Bible Story 

Picture Poster.] Was John the way, the truth, and the 
life? No! Jesus is the way, the truth and the life! John’s 
job was to point to Jesus. Whoever believes in Jesus 
will live forever with God.

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. Jesus is the Messiah God promised. God sent 
His very own Son Jesus, from heaven to earth. Jesus 
came to show people what God is like and to save 
people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God gave John the Baptist a special job. John told 

people, “Get ready for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” Jesus 
came from heaven to earth. When Jesus was older, 
He went out to teach people about God. Jesus was 
here, and John’s job was finished.

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “We Can Love Jesus” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, Jesus is most important of all. Thank You for 

showing John that. Show us that too. Help us to tell 
other people about Jesus like John did. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “We Can Love Jesus” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus and John the Baptist
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Arrange blocks
Print each word of the main point onto a piece of masking 
tape and affix to a block. Place the marked blocks among 
other blocks. Read the words aloud as preschoolers discover 
them. Assist children in arranging the blocks to form the 
main point. Invite children to say the main point after you. 
SAY •  Jesus came from heaven to earth. God gave John 

the Baptist a special job. John told people, “Get 
ready for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” Jesus came from 
heaven to earth. Jesus taught people about God. 
Jesus was here, and John’s job was finished.

Decorate a bookmark
Cut pieces of wedding fabrics and ribbon into small pieces. 
Show a preschooler how to use a glue stick to attach fabric 
to the strip to make a bookmark. Print the main point on 
the bookmark. Punch a hole in the top and attach a ribbon.
SAY • These types of fabric are used in weddings to make 

dresses and other decorations. John said he is like 
the groom’s friend in a wedding. A wedding is the 
groom’s special day. The groom’s friend should not 
make it about himself. Jesus came from heaven to 
earth. Jesus had come, and John’s job was complete. 

• blocks 
• masking tape
• marker

LOW PREP

• wedding fabrics 
(tulle, lace, satin, 
etc.)

• ribbon
• heavyweight paper 

cut into 8 ½” x 2 ¾” 
strips

• glue sticks
• hole punch (adult 

use)
• permanent marker 

(adult use)
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Sort pom-poms
Provide pom-poms of various sizes. Direct preschoolers to 
use plastic tongs to sort the pom-poms by size. 
SAY •  John said Jesus must become greater and John must 

become less. [Use a large pom-pom and a small pom-
pom to demonstrate.] John was from the earth, and he 
could only tell people about things on earth. Jesus 
came from heaven to earth, so He could talk about 
things in heaven because He had seen them! 

Send messages
Provide preschoolers with boxes, envelopes, stamps, papers, 
and other mail-oriented items. Guide the preschoolers to 
play out sorting and delivering mail. 
SAY •  We often get messages in the mail. John’s job was to 

give people the message, “Get ready for Jesus! Jesus 
is coming!” Jesus came from heaven to earth. Now 
that Jesus was here, John’s job was finished. 

Play in water
Fill a shallow plastic tub with a few inches of water. Set the 
tub on a table. Place towels on the floor and around the 
table to prevent slipping. Offer preschoolers cups and other 
objects to play with in the water. 
SAY •  Jesus and John both baptized people with water. 

John’s followers told John about Jesus baptizing 
people. John explained he was happy people were 
being baptized and following Jesus. Jesus came from 
heaven to earth. Jesus is the Messiah God promised.

Transition to large group closing

• pom-poms, various 
sizes

• plastic tongs

• boxes
• envelopes
• stamps
• paper

Option: Collect 
junk mail from 
your home for 
preschoolers to 
play with. 

• water table or 
plastic tub

• water
• cups
• plastic water toys

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who was given a special job from God? (John)
2. What was John’s message to the people? (Get ready 

for Jesus! Jesus is coming!)
3. Why could John only tell people about things on 

earth? (He was from earth.) 
4. Why could Jesus talk about things in heaven? 

(Jesus came from heaven to earth.)
5. Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
SAY • John told people that he was not the Messiah. John 

was the messenger who announced that the Messiah 
was coming. Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus came from 
heaven to earth. Now that Jesus was here, John’s job 
was finished.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus from heaven to 

earth. Thank You for sending Your Son to die on the 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and John the Baptist
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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cross to save us from sin. Thank You for loving us so 
much. We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how John the Baptist was given a special 
job. He was sent to announce that the Messiah was coming. 
John told people about Jesus. You may also show the “Kids 
Across Culture” video.
SAY • In this mission video, we saw Benji and Mandi 

working with people in Senegal, West Africa. They 
share the Word of God with the people in Senegal. 
Benji and Mandi were pointing people towards Jesus, 
just like John the Baptist did in our Bible story. We 
can pray for Benji and Mandi and other missionaries 
like them who are daily spreading God’s Word across 
the world. We can also pray for the people in Senegal 
to turn from their sin and trust in Jesus.

Clean the room
Explain to preschoolers that you will give each one of them 
a special job to do to clean up the classroom. Assign each 
preschooler a different task. 
SAY • John’s special job was to tell people to get ready for 

God’s Son, Jesus! God gives us a similar job. We get 
to tell others about Jesus too! We want people to be 
ready when Jesus comes back to earth to rescue God’s 
people forever! 

• “Kids Across Culture” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• washcloths
• spray bottles of 

water
• small brooms and 

dustpan
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