
Use Week of:

6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Him into the 
wilderness. Jesus fasted for 40 days, and He was hungry. 
There in the wilderness, the Devil, who is the agent of 
temptation and father of lies, appeared to Jesus. The Devil 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.”

If  You are the Son of God? The Devil knew who Jesus 
was. He challenged Jesus to prove it. The Devil wanted to 

Jesus Was Tempted

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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6

ruin God’s plan of redemption which was set in motion in 
Genesis 3. In the garden of Eden, Satan used a seemingly 
innocent question to arouse doubt in Eve: “Did God really 
say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Gen. 3:1). 
Adam and Eve ate the fruit God had forbidden them to eat, 
and sin entered the world. 

Jesus came to reverse the curse, to succeed where Adam 
failed. The Devil’s aim was to use a similar trick as in Eden 
to get Jesus to sin, to disqualify Him from the role of sinless 
Savior.

The Devil targeted Jesus in His weakness. He tempted Jesus 
to turn stones into bread, to put Himself in danger, and to 
worship him as a way to fulfill His mission without going to 
the cross. “Go away, Satan!” Jesus replied.

The writer of Hebrews said that Jesus, our high priest, can 
sympathize with our weaknesses because He was tested in 
every way we are, yet He never sinned. Jesus’ actions are an 
example for believers, but what happens when we do give in 
to temptation?

Emphasize to preschoolers that we can boldly approach 
God’s throne to receive grace to help us through 
temptation, and mercy and forgiveness when we sin (See 
Heb. 4:14-16.) We have hope because Christ died for 
sinners.

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Jesus Was Tempted
Matthew 4:1-11

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Jesus 
into the wilderness. Jesus stayed in the wilderness for 
many days. He prayed to God and thought about God’s 
plan for His life. Jesus did not eat anything while He was 
in the wilderness, and He was very hungry.

The Devil came to tempt Jesus. He tried to get Jesus 
to do wrong things. The Devil said, “If You are really 
God’s Son, tell these stones to become bread.”

If Jesus used His power to turn the stones into bread, He 
could eat the bread. Then He wouldn’t be hungry anymore. 
But Jesus said no. He trusted God to give Him what He 
needed. Then Jesus said, “This is what the Bible says: 
Man must not live only on bread, but on all the words 
that God says.”

Jesus did not sin, so the Devil tried again. He took 
Jesus to the city of Jerusalem, and they went to the top of 
the temple. The Devil said, “If You are really God’s Son, 
prove it. Jump off the top of the temple. God will protect 
You.”

Then the Devil said, “This is what the Bible says: 
God will order His angels to keep You safe, and they will 
protect You so that You will not even trip on a stone.”

Again, Jesus said no. Jesus knew the Devil was trying 
to trick Him by misusing God’s words. The Devil was 
being foolish. Jesus said, “The Bible also says: Do not test 
God.”

Finally, the Devil took Jesus to a high mountain. They 
could see land stretched out far and wide. The kingdoms in 
the land were great. The Devil said, “Look! I will give You 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: 
Provide various 
Bible story items to 
display during Jesus’ 
temptation, such as 
a large rock, a picture 
of the temple, and 
a decorative box 
with jewels and 
gold coins. 

• Make it 
interactive: Invite 
preschoolers who 
have brought their 
Bibles to hold them 
up every time Jesus 
says “The Bible says.” 

The BIBLE STORY
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all the money and power of these great kingdoms. All 
You have to do is fall down and worship me!”

Jesus said no! “Go away!” He said. “The Bible says: 
Only worship God, and only serve God.”

So the Devil went away. Angels came to help Jesus 
and serve Him. In all of these things, Jesus never sinned.

Christ Connection: Satan tried to get Jesus to sin, but Jesus 
did not sin. Jesus always did the right thing. Jesus died on the 
cross to rescue us from sin. When we are tempted to sin, we can 
ask Jesus to help us say no to sin.

59God the Son

© 2016 LifeWay



Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever wanted to do something you knew 

you were not suppose to do? Or has someone ever 
encouraged you to do something that you knew 
was wrong? This is called being tempted. Jesus 
knows what it is like to be tempted because He was 
tempted. Jesus was tempted in today’s Bible story, 
but Jesus never disobeyed God.

Open your Bible to Matthew 4. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage a few 
times as a group. Then invite any preschoolers who wish to 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Tempted” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Tempted
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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say the key passage on their own to do so. 
SAY •  Our key passage tells us the reason Jesus came to 

earth was to save sinners. We are sinners. We are 
tempted to disobey God every day, and we do. Jesus 
was tempted, but He never disobeyed. Our sin 
deserves punishment, but Jesus took our punishment 
for us. God forgives our sin when we trust in Jesus. 

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Raise your hand if you remember the answer to our 

big picture question: What makes Jesus different? 
[Take responses.] Yes, Jesus is God’s One and Only 
Son. The Devil thought he could trick Jesus into 
sinning or disobeying God, but he was wrong. Jesus 
is God the Son. Jesus told the Devil to go away.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was tempted by the Devil. The Devil tried to 

get Jesus to sin, but Jesus did not sin. Jesus always 
did the right thing. Jesus died on the cross to rescue 
us from sin. When we are tempted to sin, we can ask 
Jesus to help us say no to sin.

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “There Is Only 
One” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You that Jesus trusted in You all the 

time. Teach us to trust in You when we are tempted 
to disobey. Help us to say no to sin. But when we do 
sin, thank You that we can be forgiven because Jesus 
never sinned. Jesus took our punishment. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “There Is Only One” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Tempted
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play hide and seek
Choose a child to be It. Instruct It to close his eyes while 
the other children hide around the room. After It counts to 
10, he may open his eyes and look for the hidden children. 
The last child to be found is It in the next round.
SAY • Were you tempted to open your eyes when you 

were It? Saying no to temptation is hard. Jesus 
was tempted, but He never sinned. When we are 
tempted to sin, we can ask Jesus to help us say no to 
sin. But when we do sin, we can ask Jesus to forgive 
us, and He will! 

Sing a song
Teach preschoolers the “B-I-B-L-E” song. Explain that stand 
alone on the Word of God means to believe what the Bible 
says is true and most important, not to stand on a Bible. 
SAY •  The Bible is the most special book of all because it is 

God’s words. Jesus knew what the Bible said, and He 
obeyed. Jesus was tempted, but He never sinned. 
Jesus always did the right thing. Knowing what the 
Bible says will help us say no to sin, too. And when 
we do sin, we can ask Jesus to forgive us. We can be 
forgiven because Jesus took the punishment for sin. 

Tip: Assign an adult 
leader to watch 
hiding children for 
safety. 

LOW PREP

Tip: If you are 
unfamiliar with the 
tune or lyrics, check 
them out online 
before class. 

LOW PREP
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Take a nature walk
Go for a walk outside. Encourage preschoolers to look 
around. Ask children what they think it would be like to be 
outside, day and night, for forty days with nothing to eat. 
SAY • Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days. He prayed 

to God and thought about God’s plan for His life.  
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, but He did not 
sin. Jesus always obeyed God. 

Look at Bibles
Set out Bibles for preschoolers to explore. Include children’s 
Bibles along with adult Bibles. Show children the key 
passage in the Bible. Open the Bible to the Bible passage 
and point out where Jesus said, “It is written.”
SAY • Jesus was tempted to sin, but He did not sin. Jesus 

knew the Bible and used God’s Word to resist the 
Devil. Every single word in the Bible comes from 
God. The Bible teaches us about who God is and 
what He has done for us. The greatest thing God has 
done for us is sending Jesus to rescue us from sin. 

Sort threes
Guide preschoolers to sort counting manipulatives into 
groups of three based on color, size, or type.
SAY • The Devil tried to get Jesus to sin three times, but 

Jesus said no to sin each time. Jesus was tempted, so 
He knows what it is like to be tempted. We can ask 
Jesus to help us say no to sin and to forgive us when 
we do sin. Jesus will forgive us every time we ask!  

Transition to large group closing

LOW PREP

• Bibles

• counting 
manipulatives 

• bins

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did the Holy Spirit lead Jesus after He was 
baptized? (the wilderness) 

2. Who came to tempt Jesus in the wilderness? (Devil)
3. How did Jesus answer the Devil? (with God’s words)
4. Did Jesus ever sin? (No, Jesus was tempted but 

never sinned.)
5. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • The Devil thought he could trick Jesus into 

disobeying God. But Jesus never stopped trusting in 
God, and He told the Devil to go away! Jesus was 
tempted, but He never sinned. Jesus always did the 
right thing. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from 
sin. When we are tempted to sin, we can ask Jesus to 
help us say no to sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for reminding us that Jesus is 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Tempted
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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stronger than the Devil. Jesus never sinned. Thank 
You that we can have the power to say no to sin 
because of Jesus. Help us to trust You to say no to 
sin, even when it’s hard. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we are often tempted to not tell people 
about Jesus. We may be afraid of not knowing enough or 
being made fun of. We can ask Jesus to help us tell our 
friends about Him. You may also show the “Life in the 
Ivory Coast” video.
SAY • The McAfees are starting new churches in the cities 

of the Ivory Coast. The McAfees start groups and tell 
Bible stories to the groups. The groups then become 
churches. Even Caleb has a group with a boy he plays 
soccer with. When they finish playing, Caleb tells 
his friend a story from the Bible. Let’s pray for the 
McAfees and that the people in the groups would 
tell the Bible stories to others and start even more 
churches.

Play musical chairs
Form a circle with one less chair than there are children 
in the group. Play music as preschoolers move around the 
chairs. When you stop the music, preschoolers must find 
a seat. The child without a seat should ask the big picture 
question and the rest of the group should answer. What 
makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son.

• “Life in the Ivory 
Coast” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• “What Makes Jesus 
Different” song 
(optional)

• “Into the World” 
song (optional) 
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