
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Zechariah’s son, John, grew up in the wilderness. John’s 
ministry began when God’s word came to him, and he 
began preaching near the Jordan River. John worked to get 
the people ready for the coming of Jesus, fulfilling the Old 
Testament prophecy, “A voice of one crying out: Prepare the 
way of the Lord in the wilderness” (Isa. 40:3).
 
John called the people to repent of their sins, and he 
baptized them in the Jordan River. John also instructed the 

Jesus Was Baptized

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 
John 1:19-34

MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

people on right living. (See Luke 3:10-14.) Some of the 
people suspected that John might be the Messiah, but John 
insisted, “One is coming who is more powerful than I” 
(Luke 3:16).

Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the 
Jordan River. Wait a second. John was calling people to 
a baptism of repentance. We know Jesus never sinned 
(see Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21), so why did Jesus come to 
be baptized? John was right when he said, “I need to be 
baptized by You, and yet You come to me?” (Matt. 3:14).
 
Commentators’ ideas vary about why Jesus was baptized. 
Perhaps He was affirming John’s work. Maybe He was 
identifying with sinners or showing them how they would 
be saved—through His death, burial, and resurrection. Jesus 
answered John, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for 
us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).
 
As you teach, allow time for preschoolers to ask questions. 
Emphasize that baptism is not what saves us; baptism is a 
way we show that we have been saved. Baptism reminds us 
that when we trust in Jesus, we die to sin and come into a 
new way of life—a life lived for Jesus. (See Rom. 6:3-4.)
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Jesus Was Baptized
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34

John the Baptist lived in the wilderness—far away 
from the city. His clothes were made out of camel’s hair, 
and his belt was made of leather. When John was hungry, 
he ate locusts and wild honey.

John began telling the people around him, “Repent 
and be baptized! God’s kingdom is coming. It is almost 
here!”

People wondered about John. “Who are you?” they 
asked.

“I am not the Messiah,” John said.
“Who are you, then?” they asked.
Many years before John lived, Isaiah the prophet had 

said, “There is someone shouting in the wilderness. He 
says, ‘Get ready for the Lord; make way for Him!’” John 
was the man Isaiah had talked about! John was born 
with a very important job. He was supposed to get people 
ready for Jesus, the Messiah God promised.

People listened to John, and they started to repent; 
they turned away from their sins and asked God to 
forgive them. Then John baptized them in the Jordan 
River.

John told them, “Someone more powerful than I will 
come after me. I am not good enough to even untie His 
sandals.”

John also said, “I baptize you with water, but He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

At this time, Jesus was in the land of Galilee. He went 
to see John the Baptist at the Jordan River. Jesus asked 
John to baptize Him.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use puppets: 
Create craft stick 
puppets using 
cutouts of a stick 
figure John the 
Baptist, a crowd of 
people, Jesus, and 
a dove. You may 
also allow older 
preschoolers to hold 
the puppets and 
bring them forward 
at the right time.

• Use another 
voice: Before 
the session, enlist 
someone to record 
the words spoken 
by the voice 
from heaven and 
play them at the 
appropriate time. You 
may also invite an off 
stage voice to speak 
the words. 

The BIBLE STORY
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John was surprised. He didn’t think he should baptize 
Jesus.

John said, “I need You to baptize me. Why do you 
want me to baptize you?” John only baptized people who 
were sorry for their sins. Jesus never sinned!

Jesus said, “Let me be baptized. God says this is the 
right thing to do.”

So John baptized Jesus. When Jesus came up from the 
water, the sky suddenly opened. Jesus saw God’s Spirit 
coming down on Him. The Spirit was like a dove. Then 
a voice came from heaven. “This is My Son,” the voice 
said. “I love Him, and I am very happy with Him!”

Christ Connection: Jesus never did anything wrong, but 
He was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds 
us that Jesus died and came back to life. People who know and 
love Jesus should be baptized too.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Do you remember that when the angel told Mary she 

would be Jesus’ mother? He also said Mary’s relative 
Elizabeth would have a baby too. Elizabeth’s baby 
was John. John and Jesus both grew up to do God’s 
plan. Listen to today’s Bible story to hear how they 
did God’s plan together.

Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Write each word of the 
key passage on a separate sheet of paper. Choose volunteers 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was 

Baptized” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• paper
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Baptized
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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to hold each paper and stand in order of the key passage. 
Say the key passage as a group several times, leading the sign 
holder to hold up her word at the appropriate time.
SAY •  Our key passage reminds us that Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners. Jesus was baptized like 
sinners are baptized even though He never sinned. 
Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came back to 
life to rescue people from sin. One day, you may be 
baptized to show the world that Jesus saved you! 

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Raise your hand if you remember the answer to our 

big picture question. The question is, What makes 
Jesus different? [Call on children to share the big 
picture answer.] That’s right! Jesus is the One and 
Only Son of God. God showed this after Jesus was 
baptized. God the Father spoke from heaven saying, 
“This is My Son. I love Him, and I am very happy 
with Him.” 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • John baptized Jesus, even though Jesus never did 

anything wrong. Baptism reminds us that Jesus died 
and came back to life. People who know and love 
Jesus should be baptized too.

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “God’s Only Son ” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY •  God, You sent Jesus into the world to save us, and 

You were pleased with everything He did. Thank You 
that we can have life forever because of Jesus. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “God’s Only Son” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Baptized
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing a song
Invite the children to stand in a circle. Sing “Head, 
Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” with corresponding motions. 
Start slowly and get progressively faster.
SAY • John baptized Jesus. John placed Jesus’ whole body 

under the water: His head, shoulders, knees, toes, 
and everything in between! Jesus was put under water 
and brought back up to show that one day, Jesus 
would die for sin and come back to life. 

Paint with water
Cut a piece of cardboard into squares. Give each child a 
square, a cup of water, and a paintbrush. Invite children to 
“paint” designs on the cardboard with only water.
SAY • Baptism water is like this water. It is just regular 

water. Baptism is a symbol that shows on the outside 
how Jesus has forgiven a person for his or her sin on 
the inside. John baptized Jesus. Even though Jesus 
never did anything wrong, He was baptized like 
sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds us that Jesus 
died and came back to life. People who know and 
love Jesus should be baptized too.

LOW PREP

• cardboard squares, 
1 per child

• paintbrushes
• cups of water
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Sample honey
Provide a plate for each preschooler. Place samples of three 
varieties of honey on each preschoolers plate. Serve apples 
slices. Invite preschoolers to dip the apple slices into the 
different varieties of honey. Discuss any differences in flavor.
SAY •  John the Baptist ate wild honey. Do you think it 

tasted like this honey? John baptized Jesus. Baptism 
reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. 

Make doves
Print and cut out a “Dove Template” for each preschooler. 
Carefully cut a slit along the cut line. Show preschoolers 
how to fold a sheet of paper to form a fan. Help a 
preschooler slide his fan through the slit in his dove and 
spread out the wings. Use a hole punch and yarn to make a 
loop for preschoolers to hold as they fly their dove.
SAY • John baptized Jesus. When Jesus came up from the 

water, God’s Spirit came down on Jesus like a dove. 
Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was baptized 
like sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds us that 
Jesus died and came back to life. People who know 
and love Jesus should be baptized too.

Hop like grasshoppers to the key passage
Write each word of the key passage on a separate sheet of 
paper. Tape the key passage words in order on the floor. 
Lead preschoolers to hop like grasshoppers to each word of 
the key passage as you say it out loud.
SAY • The locusts John ate were a lot like grasshoppers. 

God gave John a special job. John baptized Jesus. 
Jesus had the most important and hardest job of all. 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• honey, 3 varieties
• plates
• apples 
• knife (teacher use) 
• napkins 
• wipes for cleanup

• “Dove Template” 
printables, 
1 per child

• paper
• hole punch 
• yarn

• paper
• marker
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What did John eat when he was in the wilderness? 
(locusts and honey)

2. What was John’s very important job? (getting people 
ready for Jesus)

3. Who baptized Jesus? (John baptized Jesus.) 
4. What happened when Jesus came out of the water? 

(God’s Spirit came down like a dove.)
5. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son. 
SAY • Jesus came to earth to die for sinners. When Jesus was 

baptized, He was giving people a picture of what He 
had come to do. Jesus was showing the people, “I will 
die, but then I will come back to life!” Jesus came to 
forgive our sins and give us new life. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for this Bible story, which reminds us 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Baptized
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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that we need Jesus to forgive our sin and give us new 
life. We do not have the power to do that ourselves. 
Baptism shows the world what You have done for us. 
We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we can tell people that Jesus died and came 
back to life to rescue people from sin. Maybe the people 
we tell will believe and be baptized! You may also show the 
“Keep on Truckin’ ” video.
SAY • Big trucks are awesome to look at, and they carry 

important materials inside them. But being a truck 
driver in West Africa is a hard job. The drivers have 
to be far away from their families for days and days. 
But God is so good to them! God brought Christians 
to share Bible stories with them, stories they are eager 
to hear. Let’s pray for Marcellin and the other West 
African Christians who are sharing Bible stories with 
these truckers. Let’s pray for courage and love and 
that many truckers would meet Jesus and share His 
love with other truckers.

Fly doves
Help children tape white streamers to large craft sticks to 
make “doves.” Invite children to “fly” their doves as you 
play music. When the music stops, children will sit down 
to make the doves “land.” Remind preschoolers that after 
John baptized Jesus, God’s Spirit came down on Jesus 
like a dove. Then a voice came from heaven. “This is My 
Son,” the voice said. “I love Him, and I am very happy 
with Him!” 

• “Keep on Truckin’ ” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• large craft sticks, 
1 per child

• white crepe 
paper streamers, 
1 per child

• tape
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
(optional) 

• “Into the World” 
song (optional)
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