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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 19 • Session 5
God the Son

UNIT 19
SESSION 5

JESUS WAS BAPTIZED

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 
John 1:19-34

KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s Son.

The Bible Story

Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
John the Baptist was a special messenger for God. John told people to say 
they were sorry to God for their wrong choices, and John baptized them 
in the Jordan River. The people showed they were sorry for their wrong 
choices. One day, Jesus asked John to baptize Him. John was confused! Jesus 
never made wrong choices! John said, “Jesus, You need to baptize me!” Jesus 
said, “God wants you to baptize Me.” John obeyed, and he baptized Jesus. 
When Jesus came out of the water, God’s Spirit came down on Jesus like 
a dove and a voice from heaven said, “You are My beloved Son. I am very 
happy with You!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus always obeyed God.
 * John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan.
 *Everything Jesus does makes God happy.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible 
to Matthew 3:13-17. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan. Jesus always obeyed 
God. JESUS IS GOD’S SON. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge” :
“ God sent Jesus down to earth, down to earth, down to earth! 
God sent Jesus down to earth; Jesus is God’s Son!”

SAY: Everything Jesus does makes God happy. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

MAKE DOVE WATERCOLOR ART
Use painter’s tape to outline a dove (two joined arcs) on 
heavyweight paper for each baby. Help each baby paint over the 
tape with blue watercolors. You may need to dip the paintbrush 
in the water cup once it dries. Babies may also use their hands to 
paint. Keep wipes and towels handy for cleanup. Set art aside to dry. 
Remove the tape and write each baby’s name on her paper.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Jesus always obeyed God.

SEE AND TOUCH DOVE SHAPES
Cut simple dove shapes out of heavyweight paper. Hang the doves 
using fishing line or ribbons at various heights. Hold a baby and 
gently guide her to brush the doves to make them “fly.” You may 
also make soft cooing noises as babies touch the doves. 
SAY: John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan. The Holy Spirit came 
down like a dove to show JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Matthew 3:13-17. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE DOVE ART
Trace each toddler’s hand with fingers touching on white paper 
and cut it out. Help toddlers glue it onto construction paper. Use 
a marker to draw eyes on the thumb. Help toddlers glue a yellow 
triangle for the beak. Write JESUS IS GOD’S SON on each paper.
SAY: John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan. Everything Jesus does 
makes God happy. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

PLAY OUT STORY WITH A JESUS BLANKET
Print the “Jesus Blanket” instructions and images. Drape a blue scarf 
in a winding pattern onto the blanket to be the river. Give toddlers 
the figures and extras to use as you tell this week’s story.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan. 
Everything Jesus does makes God happy.

WORK JESUS PUZZLES
Provide puzzles of Jesus’ life for toddlers. Print the Bible story 
picture, glue it to a foam sheet, and cut it into a 3-piece puzzle.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Jesus always obeyed God perfectly.

EXAMINE FEATHERS
Provide artificial feathers of various sizes and colors. Invite toddlers 
to examine the feathers and sort by size or color. You may also invite 
toddlers to line a small basket with the feathers to make a nest.
SAY: Jesus always obeyed God. When Jesus was baptized, God sent 
the Holy Spirit like a dove. God said JESUS IS GOD’S SON.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS BAPTIZED
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s Son.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: BAPTIZE JESUS
Provide a small tub with an inch of water and plastic people figures. 
Invite toddlers to dip the people in water. Talk about the story.
SAY: At first, John did not want to baptize Jesus because Jesus never 
made any wrong choices. JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Everything Jesus 
does makes God happy.

SING A SONG
Sing “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is So Good,” or “Oh, How I Love 
Jesus” with toddlers as they move to the music. Read the key passage 
card to the toddlers.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Everything Jesus does makes God happy. 
John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan.

JUMP IN THE RIVER
Tape two masking tape lines about four feet apart to represent the 
Jordan River. Invite toddlers to pretend to jump or walk in the river. 
Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: John baptized people in the Jordan River to show the people 
were sorry for their wrong choices. Jesus never made wrong choices. 
John baptized Jesus to do God’s plan. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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