
Use Week of:

4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Book of Luke records just two narratives about Jesus’ 
childhood: His dedication (Luke 2:21-40) and His time at 
the temple when He was 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52). Both 
stories set the stage for Jesus’ ministry on earth as an adult.

Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews. They had dedicated 
the baby Jesus according to the law of Moses, and they 
traveled to Jerusalem each year to celebrate Passover. God 
had commanded the men to appear before Him three 
times a year to observe certain festivals. (See Deut. 16:16.) 

Jesus at the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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SMALL GROUP 
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(25–30 MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

4

Once a year, those who followed God’s law would travel to 
Jerusalem—often in large groups—to celebrate Passover.

In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man at 13. His 
father would train him to take on all the responsibilities of 
adulthood, social and spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and 
he likely trained Jesus in his trade. When Mary and Joseph 
went to Jerusalem, Joseph might have taken Jesus around 
the city to teach Him the significance of the temple and 
explain the purpose of the Passover feast.

Jesus’ parents started the journey back home after the feast. 
They assumed Jesus was among their traveling companions, 
but He wasn’t. Jesus had stayed behind at the temple. Mary 
and Joseph traveled for a day before they noticed Jesus was 
missing. They went back to Jerusalem and found Him at 
the temple.

When Mary asked why He had done this, Jesus answered 
Mary’s question with a question: “Didn’t you know that I 
had to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not 
understand. But Jesus is God’s Son, and it was necessary 
that He honor His true Father. In all this, Jesus did not sin.

The Bible does not give many details about Jesus’ 
childhood, but we do know that as Jesus got older, He grew 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with 
people. Jesus carried out God’s plan to reconcile the world 
to Himself. (2 Cor. 5:19
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Jesus at the Temple
Luke 2:40-52

Every year, Jesus’ parents took a trip. They went to 
the city of Jerusalem for a special holiday called Passover. 
On Passover, the Jewish people got together to remember 
when God saved His people from slavery in Egypt. They 
celebrated all the things God had done for them.

When Jesus was 12 years old, He went with Mary and 
Joseph to Jerusalem. After the celebration, Mary and 
Joseph started to go home. They traveled with a large 
group of people, but Jesus was not with them. Mary and 
Joseph thought that Jesus was somewhere in the group, 
but He had stayed behind in Jerusalem.

Mary and Joseph walked for a whole day. Then 
they started looking for Jesus. They searched among 
their friends and family, but they could not find Jesus 
anywhere!

Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. They 
looked for Jesus, but they could not find Him. Jerusalem 
was a big city, and Jesus was just a boy.

Finally, Mary and Joseph found Jesus. He was in the 
temple, sitting with the teachers. Jesus was listening to 
the teachers, and He asked them questions. The people 
were surprised at how much Jesus understood.

Jesus’ parents were surprised too. Mary said, “Son, 
why have You done this? Your father and I were worried. 
We’ve been looking everywhere for You.”

Jesus asked, “Why were you looking for Me? Didn’t 
you know that I had to be in My Father’s house?”

God is Jesus’ Father, but Mary and Joseph did not 
understand what Jesus was talking about. Jesus went home 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Make it 
interactive: 
Invite children to 
stomp their feet as 
if walking when you 
say a traveling word, 
make binocular 
eyes when you say 
a searching word, 
and point to heaven 
when you refer 
to God. 

• Invite guests: 
Before class, invite 
two adult helpers 
to dress in Bible 
times clothes 
and pantomime 
searching for Jesus as 
Mary and Joseph. If 
you use a projector, 
project the Bible 
story picture when 
they “find” Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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with Mary and Joseph. He always obeyed them. Mary 
remembered these things.

Jesus grew taller and wiser. God was happy with Him, 
and so was everyone who knew Him.

Christ Connection: As Jesus got older, He became strong and 
wise. God blessed Jesus, and Jesus got ready to do what God sent 
Him to do. God sent Jesus into the world to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever gotten lost while out with your 

family? What should you do when you are unable 
to find your mom and dad? [Invite preschoolers to 
respond.] In today’s Bible story, Mary and Joseph 
could not find Jesus, but He was not lost. Listen to 
our Bible story to find out where He was. 

Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage as 
a group several times. Then mouth the key passage while 
preschoolers say it out loud. Continue until all children are 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus at the 

Temple” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus at the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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saying the key passage out loud.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. All His life, Jesus loved God, followed 
God, obeyed God, and trusted God. Then Jesus died 
on the cross to rescue people from sin, just as God 
planned before the beginning of the world.

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • We have been learning that Jesus is different from 

other people. When Jesus was in the temple, He 
surprised everyone at how much He understood. He 
was only 12 years old. What makes Jesus different? 
Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. Jesus understood 
so much because Jesus is God the Son. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan. As Jesus got 

older, He became strong and wise. God blessed Jesus, 
and Jesus got ready to do what God sent Him to do. 
God sent Jesus into the world to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. 

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “There Is Only 
One” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, You planned all along to send Jesus. As we grow 

up, we want to grow taller and wiser like Jesus. We 
also want to make You happy like Jesus did. Thank 
You for forgiving us when we do not. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “There Is Only One” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus at the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing a song
To the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” sing :

“ Where is Jesus? Where is Jesus? [Make searching 
motions.] 
‘Here I am, here I am!’ [Wave.] 
Where were You this morning? [Make a questioning 
gesture.] 
‘I was in the temple!’ [Make a book with your hands.] 
Let’s go home, let’s go home!” [Motion towards you.]

SAY • Mary and Joseph could not find Jesus. He stayed 
behind to talk with the teachers at the temple. Jesus 
came to earth to do God’s plan. 

Build a temple
Guide preschoolers to use blocks to build a temple. Explain 
that the temple was where God’s people brought offerings 
to worship Him and say they were sorry for their sins. 
SAY • Jesus was in the temple listening to the teachers and 

asking questions. Jesus asked His parents, “Why were 
you looking for Me? Didn’t you know that I had to 
be in My Father’s house?” Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. Jesus was getting ready to do what God 
sent Him to do—rescue people from sin.

LOW PREP

• blocks

42 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 19 • Session 4

© 2016 LifeWay



Where is Jesus?
Print and assemble the “Boy Jesus” printable. Turn three 
cups upside down on a table and hide the Jesus cutout 
under one. Shift the cups around for a few seconds while 
preschoolers watch. Invite preschoolers to guess which cup 
Jesus is under. Reveal Jesus, and play again! 
SAY • Jesus was not hiding from His parents. Jesus was in 

His true Father’s house. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. Jesus was getting ready to do what God 
sent Him to do. God sent Jesus into the world to die 
on the cross and rescue people from sin.

Search for Jesus
Print and assemble the “Boy Jesus” printable. Hide the 
figure in the room. Invite preschoolers to search for Jesus. 
The preschooler who finds Jesus gets to hide the cutout the 
next round. Play until each child has a turn hiding Jesus.
SAY • Jesus was not lost. Jesus was in His Father’s house, 

the temple. Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan. 
As Jesus got older, He became strong and wise. God 
blessed Jesus, and Jesus got ready to do what God 
sent Him to do. God sent Jesus into the world to die 
on the cross and rescue people from sin.

Look at books about church
Set out an assortment of books about people going to 
church for preschoolers to browse.
SAY • Jesus was in the temple listening to the teachers and 

asking them questions. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. We come to church to learn about how 
God sent Jesus into the world. Jesus died on the cross 
and came back to life to rescue people from sin.

Transition to large group closing

• cups, 3
• “Boy Jesus” 

printable

• “Boy Jesus” 
printable

• books about church

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How old was Jesus in our Bible story? (12 years old) 
2. How long did Mary and Joseph walk before they 

started looking for Jesus? (one whole day)
3. Where was Jesus? (in the temple)
4. Why was Jesus in the temple? (It was His true 

Father’s house.)
5. What did Jesus come to do? (Jesus came to earth 

to do God’s plan.) 
6. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • Mary and Joseph were worried when they could not 

find Jesus. Jesus was not scared because He was in 
God’s temple, and God is Jesus’ true Father. Jesus 
came to earth to do God’s plan. Jesus came to die 
for sinners like you and me so that God can be our 
heavenly Father.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus at the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, Jesus is not like anyone else. Jesus always did 
the right thing. He always loved You more than 
anything else. We do not always do the right thing, 
but Jesus gave up His life for us, so that when we do 
wrong, we can be forgiven. Thank You for sending 
Jesus to earth to do Your plan. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we can also do God’s plan by telling others 
about Jesus and how He came to earth to rescue people 
from sin. You may also show the “Isabelle at the Market” 
video.
SAY • The market where Isabelle and her brother went 

shopping was so fun! Did you notice anything you 
would have wanted to buy? Why did Isabelle love 
going to the market? She loved telling people about 
Jesus. She also said that she prays for the people she 
talks to, asking Jesus to save them! Have you ever 
told anyone about Jesus? If not, what do you think 
you would say about Him?

Play out growing up
Invite preschoolers to name things babies can do. Lead 
preschoolers in playing out the actions they describe. Ask 
preschoolers to name things they can do now that they are 
older. Play out those actions as well. Then ask preschoolers 
to name things grown-ups can do that they cannot. Play out 
those actions. Remind preschoolers that as Jesus got older, 
He became strong and wise. God blessed Jesus, and Jesus 
got ready to do what God sent Him to do. God sent Jesus 
into the world to rescue people from sin. 

• “Isabelle at the 
Market” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child
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