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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 19 • Session 4
God the Son

UNIT 19
SESSION 4 

JESUS AT THE TEMPLE

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s Son.

The Bible Story

Luke 2:40-52

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
When Jesus was 12 years old, He went to the temple with His family to 
celebrate Passover. Then Jesus’ family went home—but Jesus stayed! Mary 
and Joseph thought Jesus was with them. When they could not find Jesus, 
they were worried! They went back to the city and looked everywhere for 
Jesus. They found Jesus in the temple, talking with the teachers about God. 
Everyone was surprised at how much Jesus knew about God’s Word. Mary 
said, “Jesus, we have been worried about You!” Jesus said, “Why were you 
searching for Me? I had to be in My Father’s house.” Jesus obeyed them and 
went home to Nazareth. Jesus grew wise, and God was with Him.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus went to the temple to worship God.
 * Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
 * Jesus obeyed God and His earthly parents too. 
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Luke 2:40-52. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. JESUS IS GOD’S 

SON. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge” :
“ God sent Jesus down to earth, down to earth, down to earth! 
God sent Jesus down to earth; Jesus is God’s Son!”

SAY: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan. Jesus obeyed God and 
His earthly parents too. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

TAKE A WALK THROUGH THE CHURCH
Place the babies in a stroller and push them around the church. 
Point out places for people to learn about God. If a stroller is not 
available, read a book about going to church.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. JESUS IS GOD’S 

SON. Because of Jesus, we can worship God anywhere!

LIFT THE FLAP TO FIND JESUS
Print the Bible story picture and laminate it. Cut out a heart shape 
from heavyweight paper and tape it over the image of Jesus. Place a 
baby on her tummy to explore the picture and help her lift the flap. 
Say the Gospel Gems as the baby plays.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. Jesus obeyed God 
and His earthly parents too. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to Luke 2:40-52. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the Main Point. Pray.

MAKE SCROLL ART
Provide paper for toddlers to decorate a “scroll” with crayons and 
stickers. Write JESUS IS GOD’S SON or Jesus came to earth to do God’s 
plan on each child’s scroll before rolling it. Tie it with yarn.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. Jesus obeyed God 
and His earthly parents too. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

PLAY OUT STORY WITH A JESUS BLANKET
Print the “Jesus Blanket” instructions and images. Gather the 
blanket and images of Mary and Joseph from the first session. Give 
toddlers the figures and extras to use as you tell this week’s story.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Jesus obeyed God and His earthly 
parents too.

BUILD THE TEMPLE
Use scissors to cut foam pool noodles into 1-inch thick circles for 
toddlers to stack to make a temple. Use Bible person figures for 
toddlers to play with in the temple. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. Jesus came to earth 
to do God’s plan. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

WHERE IS JESUS?
Print the “Spy Jesus” printable in color. Tape the picture to a wall at 
toddlers’ eye level or to a table. You may also provide non-breaking 
magnifying glasses or toy binoculars for toddlers to search for Jesus.
SAY: Mary and Joseph searched everywhere for Jesus. JESUS IS 

GOD’S SON. Jesus came to do God’s plan.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS AT THE TEMPLE
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s Son.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH TEMPLE
Provide play dough and utensils for toddlers to play with. Make a 
temple or church. Briefly retell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Jesus went to the temple to worship God. He stayed to talk to 
the teachers! Jesus came to do God’s plan. JESUS IS GOD’S SON!

CALL AND RESPOND
A week before class, ask parents to bring pictures of toddlers’ 
families, including brothers and sisters. Label pictures as needed. 
Hold up a picture and say, “This is [child’s name]’s family!” Then 
ask, “Who is God’s Son?” Guide the children to say “Jesus!” with 
you.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Jesus obeyed God and His earthly 
parents too. God gave each of us parents to love and take care of us. 
We can obey God and our parents too!

USE MAGNETIC LETTERS
Provide a metal baking sheet and magnetic letters. Make sure 
toddlers do not put magnets in their mouths. Invite toddlers to stick 
letters to the sheet. Spell Jesus and the children’s names as they play.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. Jesus came to do God’s plan!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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