
Use Week of:

3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king 
in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary 

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of 
positions, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel brought them “good news of great joy.” (See 
Luke 2:10-11.) The people of Israel were well aware of 
their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily to atone 
for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

Not only did Jesus come into the world as the Savior, He 
came as our King. Some time after Jesus’ birth, wise men 
came to worship Jesus. They brought Him gifts suitable for 
a king—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus is the King 
who will rule forever, just as God promised King David. 
(See 2 Sam. 7.)

When you share this story with preschoolers, remind them 
that Jesus came because we needed Him. The purpose of 
Jesus’ birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Celebrating the birth of Jesus is about rejoicing 
over the greatest gift we could ever receive. God’s own Son 
came to earth to be our Savior and our King.
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Jesus Was Born
Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20

When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 
named Caesar Augustus sent out an order to all the people 
in the land: “Everyone must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, and 
he wanted a list of all the people who were living in the 
land.

Since Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to have her 
baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay, but 
every place was full. So Mary and Joseph found a place 
where animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her 
baby, Jesus. She wrapped Him in cloth and laid Him in a 
manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were in the fields watching 
after their sheep. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord 
stood in front of them. A bright light shone around the 
shepherds, and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

Then many angels appeared! They praised God and 
said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on 
earth to people He favors!”

The shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Keep 
a set of props out 
of sight and pull 
them out as you 
tell the Bible story. 
Suggested props: 
flashlight (bright 
light), shepherd’s 
staff (shepherds), 
plastic crown (king), 
gifts (wise men). 

• Use a nativity 
set: Use the pieces 
of the nativity set to 
tell the story. Add 
nativity figures as you 
come to the Bible 
person in the Bible 
story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. The shepherds returned to their fields. They 
praised God because everything had happened just as the 
angel had said.

Some time later, wise men came to visit Jesus. They 
asked King Herod, “Where is the king of the Jews? We 
want to worship Him.” King Herod was angry. A new 
king? Herod was king! Herod told the wise men to find 
Jesus.

“Tell me where He is so I can worship Him, too,” 
Herod said. But Herod was lying. Herod did not want to 
worship the new king; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men followed a star in the sky and found 
Jesus. They fell to their knees and worshiped Jesus. Then 
they gave Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

When it was time for the wise men to go home, God 
warned them in a dream not to tell Herod where Jesus 
was. So they took a different way home.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins and to be their King forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Count the preschoolers one-by-one out loud.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, everyone had to go to his 

hometown to be counted. Since Joseph was part 
of King David’s family, he and Mary traveled to 
Bethlehem, the city of David. God said long ago that 
His Son would be born in Bethlehem.

Open your Bible to Matthew 2 or Luke 2. Show the video 
or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling 
helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to 
say the key passage aloud with you. Make it fun by using 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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different voices such as a quiet voice, mousy voice, loud 
voice, deep, voice and so forth.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God sent Jesus into 

the world to save sinners. Do you know who a sinner 
is? Sinners are people who break God’s rules. That is 
you and me—all of us. We are sinners. God sent His 
very own Son to save you and me.

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s see if you remember our big picture question 

and answer. What makes Jesus different? [Invite 
children to respond.] That’s right, Jesus is God’s One 
and Only Son. Jesus is the Lord. Jesus is the King. 
God sent Jesus into the world to save us from our 
sin. This is the greatest news ever!

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. Jesus was not like 

other babies. Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the 
world to save people from their sins and to be their 
King forever. This is something to celebrate!

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “God’s Only Son ” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your One and Only Son 

into the world to save sinners. Help us worship Him, 
praise Him, and tell others about Him. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song
• “God’s Only Son” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Work animal puzzles
Set out an assortment of puzzles featuring animals. Invite 
children to perform the sounds the animals make. 
SAY •  Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay in 

Bethlehem, but every place was full. So Mary and 
Joseph found a place where animals were kept, and 
that is where Mary had Baby Jesus. Jesus was born 
as God promised. God sent Jesus to earth to save 
people from their sin and to be their King forever.

Build a stable
Invite children to use blocks to build a stable. Encourage 
preschoolers to wrap a baby doll in a blanket and place it in 
the block stable. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. But He was not 

born where you might expect God’s very own Son 
to be born. Jesus was born in a stable, where the 
animals lived. He was placed in a manger, where the 
animal’s food was kept. 

Make play dough shapes
Provide play dough and candy cane cookie cutters to make 
shepherd’s staffs. Provide barnyard animal cookie cutters to 

• 
• animal puzzles

LOW PREP

• blocks
• baby doll 
• blankets

• play dough
• candy cane cookie 

cutters
• animal cookie 

cutters
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make the animals in the stable where Jesus was born 
SAY • God sent His angels to tell the shepherds about Jesus’ 

birth. God wanted all people to know about Jesus. 
God wanted the rich and the poor, the powerful and 
the lowly, the old and the young to hear the good 
news. Jesus was born as God promised to rescue 
people of all kinds from their sin. 

Make a handprint manger
Cut out one circle and one oval for each preschooler 
construction paper. Lead children to draw a face on the 
circle for Jesus’ head and cloth on the oval for His body.

Paint a child’s right hand with brown finger paint, and 
help her place her whole hand on a piece of paper to make a 
“manger.” Invite her to use yellow paper strips to make hay 
in the manger. Glue the Baby Jesus shapes on the yellow 
paper strips. Write the main point on each child’s artwork. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. Jesus came into the world to save people 
from their sin and to be their King forever.  

Count cotton ball sheep
Label five cups with numbers 1–5 and the corresponding 
number of dots. Encourage the children to count out the 
appropriate number of cotton balls and place them in the 
correct cup. Help preschoolers count as needed.
SAY • These cotton balls look like the wool on sheep! Do 

you remember hearing about sheep in our story? 
The angels told the shepherds good news! God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus was born as God 
promised! 

Transition to large group closing

• construction paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• crayons or markers
• washable brown 

finger paint
• glue

• cotton balls
• plastic cups, 5
• marker

Option: You may 
invite preschoolers 
to use plastic 
tweezers or rubber-
tipped tongs to 
improve their fine 
motor skills as they 
count the sheep.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why was Jesus born where animals were kept? 
(There was no room anywhere else.)

2. To whom did the angels appear? (shepherds)
3. Who followed the star to find Jesus? (wise men)
4. What did the wise men bring Jesus? (gifts)
5. What happened just as God promised? (Jesus was 

born as God promised.) 
6. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • Jesus is the King who deserves our praise and 

worship. Angels praised God for sending Jesus to 
be our Savior. The shepherds looked for Jesus and 
told others about Him. Later on, wise men came 
a long way to worship Jesus. They gave Him gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus was born as God 
promised. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to rescue Your 
people. You promised to send Him to save us from 
our sin, and You kept Your promise. Help us to 
praise Him like the angels, tell others about Him like 
the shepherds, and bow down before Him like the 
wise men. Jesus is our King forever! We worship Him 
today! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how missionaries use stories to explain the good 
news. You may also show the “Learning the Stories” video.
SAY • Kimberly Cain and her husband are Christian 

workers in West Africa. Even though some of the 
children in their area don’t go to school, Kimberly 
gathers them together to teach stories from the Bible. 
Kimberly wants the children to know that God can 
use them to make a big difference in the world! God 
can use you to make a big difference in the world, 
too! You can make a difference by praying for people 
to trust in Jesus and by telling others about Him. 

Tell the good news 
Assign each preschooler a partner or gather children in 
groups of three. Remind preschoolers that the angel told 
shepherds about Jesus and the shepherds told everyone 
about Jesus, on their way home. Invite preschoolers to 
take turns telling their partners the good news about Jesus. 
Change up partners or groups and play again.

• “Learning the 
Stories” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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