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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 19 • Session 3
God the Son

UNIT 19
SESSION 3

JESUS WAS BORN

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s Son.

The Bible Story

Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
When Jesus was about to be born, Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem 
to be counted. Bethlehem was crowded, and there was no room at the 
inn. Mary and Joseph had to stay where animals slept. Jesus was born, and 
Mary placed Him in a feeding trough filled with soft hay. That night, an 
angel appeared to shepherds. The angel told them good news: “A Savior was 
born in Bethlehem!” Then the sky was filled with angels praising God. The 
shepherds ran to Bethlehem to find Baby Jesus. They praised God and told 
everyone about Him. Wise men from far away followed a star that led them 
to Jesus. The wise men brought Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
The wise men praised Jesus for being God’s special King. 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
 *People praised God for Jesus.
 *God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20. Show the Bible story picture as you 
say the Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us. People praised 
God for Jesus. JESUS IS GOD’S SON. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge” :
“ God sent Jesus down to earth, down to earth, down to earth! 
God sent Jesus down to earth; Jesus is God’s Son!”

SAY: Jesus was born in Bethlehem. God sent Jesus because He loves 
us. JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

MAKE A STICKY SUNCATCHER
Place babies in highchairs with a sheet of clear contact plastic, sticky 
side up. Provide colorful pieces of tissue paper for babies to stick 
to the plastic. Make sure babies do not eat the paper. Cover with a 
second piece of plastic and write the Main Point with a permanent 
marker.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON! God sent Jesus because He loves us.

PLAY WITH TASTE-SAFE KINETIC SAND
Freeze brown sugar in a 9-by-13 cake pan overnight. Post an allergy 
alert. Provide plastic animals and nativity figures for babies to 
play in the brown sugar “sand.” Keep wipes and towels handy for 
cleanup.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON, but Jesus was born in Bethlehem in a 
place where they kept animals. God sent Jesus because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel 
Gems. Pray for the toddlers.

SING A SONG
Invite toddlers to sing “Jesus Loves Me” as they clap, tap the table, 
or follow your simple hand motions. Sing the song twice.
SAY: God sent Jesus because He loves us. People praised God for 
Jesus! JESUS IS GOD’S SON.

PLAY OUT TRAVELING
Invite toddlers to play out different ways Mary and Joseph might 
have traveled to Bethlehem. Ask: “Did they hop? crawl? walk?”
SAY: Jesus was born in Bethlehem like God promised long ago. 
JESUS IS GOD’S SON, our Savior!

PLAY OUT STORY WITH A JESUS BLANKET
Provide the “Jesus Blanket” instructions and blanket to use 
throughout this unit. Give toddlers the Bible person images and 
extras to use as you tell this week’s story. Use the Mary, Joseph, and 
angel figures from previous sessions.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves 
us. People praised God for Jesus!

ENJOY WATER PLAY
Float plastic barnyard animals and nativity figures in a pan of water. 
Provide wooden spoons for toddlers to stir the water and fish out 
the figures. Supervise and review the Bible story as they play.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON! God sent Jesus because He loves us.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

JESUS WAS BORN
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
MAIN POINT: Jesus is God’s Son.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SWADDLE BABIES
Provide swaddling blankets and a vinyl baby doll for toddlers. 
Demonstrate how to swaddle babies, and then invite toddlers to try. 
Talk about how Mary wrapped Jesus in cloth to keep Him warm.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON. God sent Jesus to earth as a baby because 
He loves us. Jesus was a baby just like [toddler’s name] once was!

MAKE “HAY” ART
Post an allergy alert. Give each toddler a piece of construction 
paper. Write the name JESUS in white glue and help toddlers stick 
shredded yellow paper or chenille craft stems on each letter.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON! Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in a place 
where animals were kept. People praised God for Jesus. God sent 
Jesus because He loves us.

PLAY OUT FAMILY SCENES
Provide baby dolls, toy food and dishes, rocking chairs, and other 
home-related items for toddlers to play out family scenes.
SAY: JESUS IS GOD’S SON, but God chose an earthly family to take 
care of Jesus. God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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