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UNIT 15
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Warnings had come from the prophets for decades. God 
patiently waited for His people to turn from their sin. The 
prophet Jeremiah spared few details when he warned Judah 
what would happen if they did not turn from their evil 
ways. (See Jer. 25:1-14.) 

But the people of Judah did not change their ways. The 
kingdom had been declining for years, despite King Josiah’s 
efforts to prompt nationwide repentance. When King Josiah 
died, the people went back to their old ways, worshiping 
idols and disobeying the Lord.

The time of judgment had come. God used 

Use Week of:

Judah Was Taken into Captivity

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Nebuchadnezzar—the king of Babylon—to deport the 
people from Judah to Babylon where they would live in 
exile for 70 years. 

Nebuchadnezzar went to Judah when Jehoiakim was king. 
He put Jehoiakim in chains and took him to Babylon. 
Jehoiachin became king, and Nebuchadnezzar came back 
for him too. Many of the people in Judah were taken, along 
with treasures from the Lord’s temple. Nebuchadnezzar put 
Zedekiah on the throne in Jerusalem.

The people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Zedekiah 
rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and God poured out 
His wrath on Judah. Nebuchadnezzar showed no mercy 
to the people of Jerusalem. The Babylonians set fire to the 
Lord’s temple and the king’s palace. They destroyed the wall 
around Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies carried most of 
the people away to Babylon as prisoners; only poor farmers 
were allowed to stay and work the land. The people were 
held captive in Babylon, serving the king for 70 years.

God did not abandon His people. The prophet Jeremiah 
told what would happen next: “The days are certainly 
coming … when I will restore the fortunes of My people 
Israel and Judah” (Jer. 30:3). God was going to save His 
people from captivity and raise up a new King—a forever 
King—from the line of David. (Jer. 30:9)
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Judah Was Taken into Captivity
2 Chronicles 36:1-21

The last four kings of Judah came from King Josiah’s 
family. His three sons—Jehoahaz (jih HOH uh haz), 
Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim), and Zedekiah (ZED uh 
KIGH uh)—and his grandson Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh 
kin) each had a turn as king of Judah.

Jehoahaz was not king for long. He did what was 
evil, and the king of Egypt came and made Jehoahaz a 
prisoner. The king stole silver and gold from Jehoahaz. 
Then he put Jehoahaz’s brother Jehoiakim on the throne. 
The king of Egypt took Jehoahaz to Egypt.

When Jehoiakim was king of Judah, he too did what 
was evil. The king of Babylon attacked Jehoiakim, made 
him a prisoner, and took him to Babylon. The king of 
Babylon stole some of the things from the Lord’s temple 
and put them in his own temple. When Jehoiakim was 
taken away, his son Jehoiachin became king of Judah.

Jehoiachin was king of Judah for just three months. 
He too did what was evil. The king of Babylon sent for 
Jehoiachin and brought him to Babylon. The king of 
Babylon made Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah king of Judah.

Like his brothers, Zedekiah did what was evil. He led 
the people of Judah to do evil things too. The prophet 
Jeremiah warned Zedekiah that God would punish him, 
but Zedekiah did not listen.

God was angry with the people of Judah. They sinned 
and did not obey God. But God loved His people. He 
wanted them to turn back to Him. God sent prophets to 
warn the people, but the people did not listen.

Finally, it was time to punish the people of Judah for 

The BIBLE STORY
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their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his army 
to attack Judah. Many of the people died.

The king of Babylon took everything out of the Lord’s 
temple and carried it back to Babylon. Then the king and 
his army burned the temple. They tore down the wall 
around the city and burned the palaces. Anything they 
did not take with them was destroyed.

All of the people who were still alive were taken back 
to Babylon. The king forced them to be slaves. Everything 
the prophet Jeremiah had warned about happened, just 
like God said it would.

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people for 
their sin, but He kept His promise to provide a king through 
David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin through His 
Son, Jesus, and made Him our King forever.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 
devotionals to 
discover God 

had compassion 
on His people 

(2 Chron. 36:15) and 
sent many prophets 
to turn their hearts 
back to God. God 
also promised to 

send a Savior. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Invite kids to share what can happen 
when we ignore a warning we are given. (Examples: weather 
warnings or food expiration dates)
SAY • Warnings exist for a reason. If we ignore a warning, 

there can be some serious consequences. In the Old 
Testament, God often sent prophets to give warnings 
to His people. One of these prophets was Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah gave warnings to the people of Judah, but 
they did not listen. Let’s find out what happened.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Challenge kids to complete the “Captivity Crossword” on 
the activity page. You might form groups and assign each 
group one or two clues to find in the Bible. Then complete 
the puzzle together as a class.
SAY • Have any of you ever heard of Jehoahaz (jih HOH 

uh haz) or Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim) or Zedekiah 
(ZED uh KIGH uh)? We will learn about these kings 
of Judah in today’s Bible story.

• “Captivity Crossword” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
• Bibles
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Capture it
Guide kids to form a circle with their chairs. Choose a 
volunteer to sit in a chair in the middle. The volunteer will 
be It. Place a small object under the middle chair.

Direct It to close his eyes. Point to one of the players. 
She should quietly capture the object and hide it with her 
at her seat. Invite It to open his eyes and guess who took the 
item. Play several rounds as time allows.
SAY • In this game, your goal was to secretly capture the 

object. In today’s Bible story, we will hear how the 
king of Babylon attacked and captured the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. 

OPTION 2: Stranded on an island
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. The first child will begin 
the game by saying, “If I were stranded on an island, I 
would want to have [name an object].”

The next kid will then complete the sentence, naming 
a new item but also repeating any items previously named. 
The last person in the circle will complete the sentence and 
then repeat in order what every other player named.
SAY • Today we are going to learn that the people of Judah 

were taken captive. That means they were taken from 
their homes and forced to live in another place.

What do you think the people would have 
wanted most when they were taken away from 
their country? [Allow kids to respond.] Interesting 
thoughts!

Transition to large group

• small object such as a 
ball or pen

LOW PREP

Option: For a 
quicker game or if 
your group is large, 
form several smaller 
circles.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters wearing a security officer’s 
uniform—black pants and a blue shirt. Leader carries a large 
set of keys and a flashlight, carefully scanning the room as he or 
she enters. Leader is happy to see the kids.]
LEADER • Oh, good! I was hoping you all would come to 

the museum again. Listen, before we get started, I am 
supposed to go over some safety warnings with you, 
just in case something happens while we are checking 
out the exhibit.

Are you ready? OK, in the case of a fire, do not 
panic. Please proceed in an orderly fashion to the 
nearest exit. If there is severe weather, we will shelter 
in place at the interior of the building. Stay away 
from doors and windows. And if you get lost, stay 
where you are and yell for help. We will come find 
you. Any questions? No? Great!

Now, I have to warn you that today’s Bible story 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• keys 
• flashlight

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.
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is a little scary. You see, the people of Judah did 
not listen to the prophet Jeremiah when he told 
them what would happen if they did not obey God. 
Jeremiah said that God would punish them. Well, 
the people did not obey God. So can you guess what 
happened? That’s right. God punished them.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

LEADER • Let’s quickly review what we’ve learned about 
Jeremiah so far. God chose Jeremiah as a prophet 
to the nations. Last time, we learned that God’s 
people failed to keep their part of the old covenant, 
so God promised a new and better covenant. How 
awesome!

Today’s Bible story is called “Judah Was Taken 
into Captivity.” Uh, oh. It sounds like God’s people 
were in a lot of trouble.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • The people of Judah were in trouble because they 
did not obey God. Before we hear more, let’s review 
our big picture question. Why should we obey God? 
We obey God because He loves us.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 2 Chronicles 36:1-21. Tell the Bible 
story in your own words, or show the Bible story video 
“Judah Was Taken into Captivity.”
LEADER • Wow, the people of Judah faced some serious 

consequences for their disobedience. God was 
right to punish them for their sin, but He kept His 
promise to provide a king through David’s family. 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Judah Was Taken into 

Captivity” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Let’s see what you can remember about the story.
Ask the following review questions:

1. Can you name any of the last four kings of Judah? 
(Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah, and Jehoiachin; 
2 Chron. 36:1-14)

2. What did all the kings have in common? (All of 
the kings did what was evil in the sight of the Lord; 
2 Chron. 36:5,9,12)

3. How did the people respond to the messengers 
God sent? (They disobeyed God and made fun of His 
messengers, 2 Chron. 36:16)

4. How did God punish the people of Judah? (He 
allowed the king of Babylon to attack the people and 
many died, 2 Chron. 36:17)

5. What happened to the temple? (The Babylonians took 
everything back to Babylon and burned the temple to 
the ground, 2 Chron. 36:18-19)

6. What happened to the people who were not killed? 
(The people were taken back to Babylon as slaves, 
2 Chron. 36:20)

LEADER • God sent Judah into captivity because of their 
sin. Sin is breaking God’s laws. God hates sin, and 
He is right to punish sin. Sin deserves punishment. 
But because of His great love for us, God sent His 
Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. Jesus 
died on the cross for our sin. On the third day, He 
rose from the dead. Jesus is our King forever!

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.
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Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Ezekiel 11:19-20. Then cover a word or two with a 
sticky note. Guide kids to read the key passage again. Then 
cover one or two more words.

Continue to cover the words, pausing for kids to repeat 
the key passage. Challenge kids to memorize the key passage 
this week if they haven’t already done so.
LEADER • God sent Judah into captivity because of their 

sin. We all sin. Nothing we do can take away our sin. 
But remember, God sent His Son, Jesus, to take away 
our sin. Not only that, He promises to change our 
hearts and give us power to say no to sin!

Lead kids to sing “One Heart” together.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • God had sent prophets to warn His people. Why 
are warnings important? What can happen if we 
don’t obey a warning? Watch this video.

Show the “Unit 15, Session 3” discussion starter video. Lead 
kids to discuss what warning Jeremiah gave to the people 
of Judah. What happened when the people ignored God’s 
warning? Then invite kids to talk about warnings God gives 
to us. The Bible contains warnings and instructions for how 
to live. God knows how life works best.
LEADER • Why should we obey God? We obey God 

because He loves us.

• Key Passage Poster
• “One Heart” song
• sticky notes

• “Unit 15, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • The people of Judah were held captive in 
Babylon. They longed to worship in their temple 
again. We are so blessed to be able to come to church 
and worship God. Let’s sing the next song to Him 
with thankful hearts.

Sing together “A Way for Us.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Dear Lord, You tell us in Your Word that our sin 

separates us from You. Thank You for sending Jesus 
and for forgiving us of our sin. Help us to obey You. 
We are thankful for Your love for us. You have given 
us new hearts, and we love You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups

• “A Way for Us” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Judah Was Taken into Captivity
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 36:1-21
MAIN POINT: God sent Judah into captivity because of their sin.
KEY PASSAGE: Ezekiel 11:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why should we obey God? We obey God because 

He loves us.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before small group, write the key passage in words or 
phrases on separate balloons. Then put the balloons in a 
large trash bag.

Display the key passage poster. Invite the kids to say 
the key passage with you several times until they are 
comfortable with the words. Dump the balloons out of the 
bag and challenge kids to arrange the words in the correct 
order. When kids finish, lead them to say the key passage.
SAY • Great job, everyone! In today’s Bible story, we heard 

about how the people of Judah were punished for 
disobeying God. God sent Judah into captivity 
because of their sin.

Our key passage shows us that God promised to 
bring His people back. He promised to change them 
by changing their hearts and giving them power to 
obey Him.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and instruct kids to open their Bibles 
to 2 Chronicles 36:1-21. Give kids strips of paper and 
markers. Explain that as you review today’s Bible story, kids 

• Key Passage Poster
• inflated balloons
• large trash bag
• permanent marker
• Allergy Alert download

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• strips of paper
• tape
• markers
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should list on the paper strips facts about the story, events 
that happened, names of people in the story, and so forth.

Review the Bible story. Assist kids as needed, making 
sure each kid prepares at least one strip. Sample strips:

• The last four kings of Judah came from King Josiah’s 
family.

• God sent prophets to warn the people, but the people did 
not listen.

• God allowed the Babylonians to attack Judah.
Provide tape and prompt kids to work together to form 
a paper chain with their strips of paper. Begin by taping 
together the ends of one strip of paper. Add additional links 
by threading a strip of paper through an existing link and 
taping the ends together. When kids finish, use the paper 
chain as a visual to explain the gospel.
SAY • God was right to punish His people for their sin. 

They deserved to be punished because they refused 
to obey God. [Hold up the paper chain.] God sent 
Judah into captivity because of their sin. 

Like the people of Judah, we deserve to be 
punished for our sin. The Bible says that the fair 
punishment for sin is death. That is bad news for 
us. But God loved us so much that He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. Jesus 
never sinned, but He died on the cross in our place. 
On the third day, Jesus rose from the dead, and He 
is still alive today!

When we trust in Jesus as Lord and Savior, God 
forgives our sin. He frees us from sin [Break the 
paper chain.] and gives us eternal life—not because 
of anything we have done but because of what Jesus 
has done for us. That is the best news ever!

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Capture a king
Prepare a name tag for each child. Each name tag should 
display one of the following names: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, 
Zedekiah, Jehoiachin.

Distribute the name tags and choose one player to be It. 
Instruct the rest of the kids to stand shoulder-to-shoulder at 
one side of the room. It stands in the middle and calls out 
the name of one of the kings.

Pronunciation guide:
1. Jehoahaz (jih HOH uh haz)
2. Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim)
3. Zedekiah (ZED uh KIGH uh)
4. Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin)

Any kids wearing the chosen king’s name tag should hurry 
to the other side of the room. If a player is tagged by It, she 
should sit where she is tagged. Seated players may reach out 
to tag other moving players moving in subsequent rounds.

After several rounds, choose a new volunteer to be It. 
All seated players may return to play as runners. Continue 
playing as time allows.
SAY • The kings in today’s Bible story did what was evil in 

the sight of the Lord. God sent prophets to warn 
the people, but the people did not listen. So God 
sent Judah into captivity because of their sin, but 
He promised to gather them back together one day 
and give them new hearts and power to obey Him. 
[See Ezek. 11:14-21.]

Do you remember our big picture question and 
answer? Let’s say it together. Why should we obey 
God? We obey God because He loves us.

• name tags
• markers

LOW PREP
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OPTION 2: Four corners
Write the following names on separate pieces of paper: 
Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah, Jehoiachin. Post each paper 
in a separate corner of the room. Write each name on a 
separate strip of paper.

If desired, play the song “A Way for Us.” Instruct each 
kid to choose a corner of the room to stand in. Pause the 
music or call for kids to freeze. Randomly choose a strip of 
paper and read the name on it. Kids in the corresponding 
corner are out. Play several rounds until only a few kids 
remain. Then invite all of the kids to play again.
SAY • Were the kings in today’s Bible story good kings or 

evil kings? (evil kings) God sent Judah into captivity 
because of their sin.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Instruct the kids 
to write about a time they faced consequences for 
disobedience. Explain that sin is disobeying God. Like the 
people of Judah, we deserve to be punished for sin.
SAY • God was right to punish His people for their sin, 

but He kept His promise to provide a king through 
David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin 
through Jesus and made Him our King forever.

Pray, thanking God for His great love and for sending His 
Son, Jesus, to rescue us from our sins. 

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Scrambled Up” 
on the activity page. Challenge kids to unscramble the 
words from the Christ Connection: God was right to punish 
His people for their sin, but He kept His promise to provide a 
king through David’s family. Ultimately, God punished our sin 
through His Son, Jesus, and made Him our King forever. 

• construction paper, 
4 pieces

• strips of paper, 4
• marker
• tape
• “A Way for Us” song 

(optional)

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Scrambled Up” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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