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UNIT 11
Session 3

Leader BIBLE STUDY

When David was king, he wanted to build a temple for 
God, but God did not allow him to. “When your time 
comes and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after 
you your descendant, who will come from your body, and 
I will establish his kingdom. He will build a house for 
My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). God said King David’s son 
would build the temple.

King Solomon began to gather materials to build the 
temple. He ordered cedar and cypress timbers from 
Lebanon. He gathered 30,000 men from all of Israel as 
laborers to excavate stone and prepare the timbers for the 

Unit 11 • Session 3

Use Week of:

Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

SMALL GROUP OPENING 
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3

Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

temple’s construction.

The temple was impressive. The entire interior was cedar. 
King Solomon had everything covered with gold. In all, it 
took seven years for the temple to be completed. Inside the 
temple was furniture and accessories. (See 1 Kings 7:48-50.)

The time came to dedicate the temple. All of the Israelites 
gathered in Jerusalem. The priests brought the ark of the 
Lord to the most holy place, and a cloud filled the house of 
the Lord. God’s glory filled the temple.

Solomon prayed and praised God for keeping His covenant 
with David. He recognized that God is not confined to a 
temple. “Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain 
You, much less this temple I have built” (1 Kings 8:27). 
Solomon’s prayer and speech was followed by a great 
offering to God.

The temple was where God met with His people, and it 
gave God’s people a more permanent place to worship Him. 
The priests followed specific instructions to approach God 
on behalf of His people. Jesus changed everything when 
He died for our sins on the cross. By taking our sin upon 
Himself, Jesus made the way for sinners to come to God.
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Solomon Built the Temple
1 Kings 6–8

Solomon became the king of Israel after his father, 
David, died. God made Solomon very wise. Solomon 
began to build a temple for the Lord. The temple was to 
replace the tent where God had met with His people for 
hundreds of years—ever since God led the Israelites out of 
Egypt. Solomon ordered thousands of workers to help 
build the temple. The workers cut cedar logs and stone 
blocks. They laid a foundation and built the outside of the 
temple.

God blessed the temple and made a promise to 
Solomon: “If you obey My commands, I will keep the 
promise I made to David. I will live among the Israelites, 
and I will not abandon My people.”

The construction of the temple took seven more 
years. The craftsmanship was remarkable! The cedar 
paneling inside the temple was carved with ornamental 
gourds and flower blossoms. Solomon overlaid everything 
on the inside of the temple with pure gold. He also hired 
men to make bronze furnishings for the temple, such as 
bronze bowls for holding water.

Now that the temple was complete, it was time for 
Solomon to move the ark of God from its place on 
Mount Zion to the new temple in Jerusalem. Solomon 
gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the ark, 
its holy utensils, and the tent of meeting, King Solomon 
and everyone who had gathered sacrificed sheep and 
cattle to the Lord.

The priests put the ark of the covenant in the most 
holy place in the temple. When the priests came out of 

The BIBLE STORY

138 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 3

005508641_OlderKidsLeaderGuide_SUM16.indb   138 12/1/15   9:10 AM

© 2016 LifeWay



the temple, a cloud filled the temple. God’s glory was in 
the cloud.

Solomon turned to speak to the Israelites. “Praise 
God!” he said. “God promised David that his son would 
build a temple. God kept His promise!”

Solomon stood and prayed with his hands spread 
out toward heaven. “There is no God like You!” he said. 
Then Solomon thought about the future. He knew Israel 
would sin and make God angry again. Solomon asked for 
forgiveness, and he asked God to hear their prayers.

When Solomon had finished praying, he turned 
toward the Israelites and encouraged them to love and 
obey God. The people offered sacrifices to God. When they 
returned to their homes, they were joyful because God was 
good to them.

Christ Connection: Because God is holy, only the priests 
could approach God—and only if they followed specific 
instructions. Ordinary people had no direct access to the holy 
presence of God. Jesus changed all that. By His death on the 
cross, Jesus took away our sin. We can approach God intimately 
and individually when we trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

BIBLE EXPRESS!

Invite kids to check 
out this week’s 

devotionals to see 
that Solomon knew a 
man-made building 
couldn’t contain God. 
Solomon asked God 
to hear His people’s 
prayers when they 

made sacrifices 
at the temple. 
(1 Kings 8:45) 
Order in bulk, 

subscribe quarterly, 
or purchase 

individually. For 
more information, 

check out 
www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Small Group OPENING

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. As kids arrive, invite them to 
describe things they have created or built. How long did it 
take them to build the object? Did they have a plan? What 
materials did they use?
SAY • Imagine trying to build a magnificent building 

without the modern tools we have today. In Bible 
times, building things took a long time. The people 
who worked on buildings were skilled craftsmen, and 
they made some remarkable things! That is what we 
will hear about in today’s Bible story.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Solomon Built It” on the activity 
page. Kids should connect the dots to discover what 
Solomon built. (the temple)
SAY • King David had wanted to build a temple for God, 

but God said that David’s son Solomon would build 
the temple. Today we will learn more about the 
temple Solomon built.

• “Solomon Built It” 
activity page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Model church
Invite kids to draw a picture of the building where you 
gather for worship. Provide blocks or building sets and 
allow kids to construct a model of your church.

Ask them to display their drawings and model. What is 
special about their church building? Is it made of wood or 
brick? How is it decorated? What colors do kids see?
SAY • Today we are going to hear a Bible story about the 

building of a beautiful temple. One of Israel’s kings 
wanted to build a temple for the Lord. I can’t wait to 
hear more!

OPTION 2: Construction project
Set out a bowl of toothpicks and a bowl of mini 
marshmallows. Encourage kids to work individually or 
in pairs to construct a building that would be fit for a 
king. Demonstrate how to connect marshmallows with 
toothpicks to create three-dimensional structures. Give kids 
several minutes to work, and then prompt them to finish.

Invite kids to display their creations. Allow them to 
explain their designs. Ask if kids think these buildings are 
beautiful. What would make them more beautiful?
SAY • When buildings are constructed today, workers use all 

sorts of machines and technology. In Old Testament 
times, none of that existed! But that did not stop the 
people from building beautiful buildings. Today we 
are going to hear about the building of God’s temple.

Transition to large group

• paper
• crayons or markers
• blocks or building sets

LOW PREP

• toothpicks
• mini marshmallows
• bowls, 2
• Allergy Alert download
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Large Group Leader enters enthusiastically, waving at the kids 
as if greeting a studio audience. Leader holds a stack of index 
cards in one hand and speaks into a microphone.]
LEADER • Hello! Welcome back! Nice to see you! Thank 

you, everyone, for joining us today. I’m your host, 
[your name], and this is “Wise Guys!”—the quiz 
game show where you gotta use your brain if you 
want to win the game!

Giant timeline (3 minutes)

LEADER • Who is ready to play? Let’s see those hands.
Choose two volunteers who raise their hands. Introduce 
them to the audience and guide them to stand next to the 
giant timeline.
LEADER • OK, players. Let’s see how much you know. We 

have two challenges today. Here’s the first: When I 
count to three, I need you to put your finger on the 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• microphone
• index cards

• Giant Timeline or Big 
Story Circle

Large Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.
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picture of the Bible story that tells about … a king 
who asked God to give him wisdom! 1 … 2 … 3!

Allow players to respond. They should point to the story 
“Solomon Asked for Wisdom.”
LEADER • Perfect. Now, think about our Bible story last 

week. It was called “Wisdom for God’s People.” Raise 
your hand if you know the answer to this question: 
What book of the Bible contains wise sayings 
collected by King Solomon? (the Book of Proverbs)

Great job! You can have a seat. Now, today we are 
going to hear more about King Solomon. Our story 
today is “Solomon Built the Temple.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to 1 Kings 6–8. Tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the Bible story video “Solomon 
Built the Temple.”
LEADER • When David was king, he wanted to build a 

house for God. Do you remember that story? David 
looked around and saw that he lived in a large palace, 
but the ark of the Lord was in a tent. Did God allow 
David to build a temple for Him? (no, 2 Sam. 7:5-6) 
But God said David’s son would build the temple.

That’s exactly what happened! Solomon was 
David’s son. God chose Solomon to build a temple 
where He would dwell with His people. 

The temple gave the people a more permanent 
place where they could worship God. But because 
God is holy, only the priests could approach God—
and only if they followed specific instructions. 
Ordinary people had no direct access to the holy 
presence of God. Jesus changed all that when He 

• Bibles
• “Solomon Built the 

Temple” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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died on the cross for our sins. By taking our sin 
upon Himself, Jesus made the way for sinners to 
come to God—not through priests, but directly.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)

Use Scripture and the guide provided with this session to 
explain to boys and girls how to become a Christian. Assign 
individuals to meet with kids who have more questions. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other Christian adults any questions they 
may have about becoming a Christian.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Solomon was a good king for much of his reign. 
God gave Solomon wisdom to lead His people. Can 
anyone answer our big picture question? Where does 
wisdom come from? [Allow kids to respond.] Wisdom 
comes from God through His Word.

Key passage (5 minutes)

 LEADER • Our key passage tells us more about wisdom 
from God. Let’s read it together.

Show the slide or poster of Proverbs 2:6-7. Lead the boys 
and girls to read the verse. Allow a few volunteers to 
demonstrate the hand motions for the phrases of the key 
passage. For example:

• Point to head—For the Lord gives wisdom;
• Point to mouth—from His mouth come knowledge 
and understanding.

• Stand up tall with hands on hips—He stores up 
success for the upright;

• Hold arms vertically in front of body like a shield—He 

Tip: Provide I’m a 
Christian Now for 
new Christians to 
take home and 
complete with their 
families.

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Lord Gives 

Wisdom” song

Note: You may 
choose to adjust the 
motions based on 
your preferred Bible 
translation.
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is a shield for those who live with integrity.
Guide kids to read the key passage several times as they do 
the motions. Then sing “The Lord Gives Wisdom.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 

LEADER • Have you ever been separated or far away from 
a friend? How did you communicate across such a 
great distance? Think about that and check this out.

Show the “Unit 11, Session 3” discussion starter video.
LEADER • Did those friends have any good ideas? Which 

ideas do you think might work? Which ideas would 
definitely not work?

When Solomon built the temple, priests worked 
hard to follow God’s instructions for making 
offerings and sacrifices. Ordinary people were not 
allowed to enter God’s presence. This is because 
people are sinful and God is holy. God cannot be 
around sin.

But Jesus changed everything. He came to die 
on the cross, taking our sin upon Himself. Jesus 
takes away our unrighteousness and gives us His 
righteousness. When we trust in Him, we don’t need 
to speak to God through someone else. We can go to 
Him directly. In fact, God’s Spirit lives inside of us 
so God is always with us!

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • When the temple was completed, the people were 
joyful because God was good to them. How has God 
been good to you? Let’s sing and praise Him!

Sing together “God, Give Us Wisdom!”

• “Unit 11, Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video

• “God, Give Us Wisdom!” 
song
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Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to small groups.
LEADER • Lord, we come to You now, unhindered. Thank 

You for Jesus! He takes away our sin so we can come 
to You directly—not through a priest. Jesus made the 
way for us to come to You, and we are so thankful. 
God, we know You are not confined to a temple or 
any other space. You are a big God! We run to You 
and we love You. Amen.

Dismiss to small groups
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

SESSION TITLE: Solomon Built the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 6–8
MAIN POINT: God chose Solomon to build a temple where He would dwell 

with His people.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 2:6-7
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster and lead kids to read it aloud 
together. If your group made posters for key words during 
the first session, ask four volunteers to hold up the posters 
as kids say the key passage.

Remove the key passage poster and challenge kids to say 
Proverbs 2:6-7 using only the key words as prompts.

Write phrases of the key passage on several pieces of 
tape and apply them to blocks. Invite kids to construct 
a building, arranging the blocks so the words of the key 
passage are in order.
SAY • Wisdom is a gift from God. Memorizing His Word 

can help us become wise. If you haven’t memorized 
Proverbs 2:6-7 yet, practice this week!

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Before the session, use a marker to divide a piece of 
construction paper into six sections. Number the sections 
from 1 to 6. Position the paper on the floor. Set a small 
bowl of water on a table next to several cotton balls. Form 
three teams of kids. Instruct kids to open their Bibles to 
1 Kings 6. Point out that today’s Bible story is found in the 

• Key Passage Poster
• blocks
• tape
• marker
• key word posters 

(optional)

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Main Point Poster
• construction paper
• cotton balls
• small bowl of water
• permanent marker
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Book of 1 Kings. Explain that 1 Kings and 2 Kings describe 
the time when Israel was ruled by kings.
SAY • Does anyone know what Bible division 1 Kings is in? 

(Old Testament History)
Call for one representative from each team to come to the 
front of the room. Guide them to stand several feet away 
from the construction paper. Choose a team representative 
to play first. He should dip a cotton ball in the water and 
then toss it at the paper. The cotton ball should leave a wet 
spot where it first lands.

Ask a review question. If he answers correctly, award 
his team points corresponding with the numbered section 
where his cotton ball first landed.

1. Who built the temple? (King Solomon, 1 Kings 6:1)
2. Who was Solomon’s father? (David, 1 Kings 6:12)
3. Where was the temple? (in Jerusalem, 1 Kings 8:1)
4. God chose Solomon to build a temple where He 

would do what? (dwell with His people; 1 Kings 6:13)
5. Where does wisdom come from? Wisdom comes 

from God through His Word.
6. Say the key passage, Proverbs 2:6-7, from memory.
7. Who was allowed to approach God in the temple? 

(only the priests, 1 Kings 8:6)
8. Who gives us direct access to God? (Jesus, Eph. 2:18)
9. How did Jesus take away our sin? (He died on the 

cross in our place, 2 Cor. 5:21)
Allow the other players a turn. Then choose new 
representatives and play again. If a player gives an incorrect 
answer, award no points. Allow any of the kids to give the 
answer. Play passes to the next representative. The team to 
earn the most points wins.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Cross over challenge
Clear an open space for an active game. Instruct kids to 
stand against one wall. Choose two or three players to sit 
cross-legged in the middle of the floor. Explain that kids 
will try to cross the room without being tagged. Players 
who are seated will try to tag crossing players. If a player is 
tagged, she should sit. She is now a tagger too. Taggers must 
stay seated to tag players passing by.

Play several rounds. Each round will be more difficult 
as more tagged players are seated. End play when all players 
are tagged. If time allows, reset the game and play again.
SAY • Why was crossing the room so difficult? What 

stopped you? What would have made crossing easier?
In our Bible story today, we heard about the 

priests in the temple. Because God is holy, only 
the priests could approach God—and only if they 
followed specific instructions. Ordinary people had 
no direct access to the holy presence of God.

But Jesus changed all that. By His death on the 
cross, Jesus took away our sin. We can approach 
God intimately and individually when we trust in 
Jesus as Lord and Savior.

OPTION 2: Make soap carvings
SAY • God chose Solomon to build a temple where He 

would dwell with His people. The temple Solomon 
built was beautiful! The walls were made of wood 
and were carved with ornamental gourds and flowers.

Have you ever made a soap carving? Let’s try 
carving some beautiful things like Solomon made in 
the temple.

LOW PREP

Option: Review 
the gospel with 
boys and girls. 
Explain that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they have 
questions.

• “Carving Template” 
printable

• craft sticks
• metal spoons
• bars of soap
• ziplock bags
• pencils
• newspaper or 

tablecloths
• Allergy Alert download
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Provide supplies for kids to carve bars of soap. Show the 
carving templates and demonstrate how to carve:

1. Use a pencil to trace a template onto the soap. 
2. Use the carving tools to carefully scrape away the 

soap beyond the outline. 
3. Carve details into the soap as desired. Remember, 

once you carve something off you cannot put it back!
Allow kids to work for several minutes. Provide ziplock bags 
for kids to take home their carvings. Encourage them to 
use the soap at home and remember that Solomon made a 
temple where God could be with His people, but when we 
trust in Jesus, He is always with us.
SAY • Remember that Solomon built a temple where God 

could dwell with His people. When we trust in Jesus, 
He is always with us.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Encourage kids to 
write a few sentences describing how they feel knowing that 
they are never alone. God dwells with His people.
SAY • Let’s pray before you go. Lord God, You are faithful 

and You keep Your promises. Thank You for Your 
Word. We know that the temple did not contain 
You. You cannot be put in a box; You are so great! 
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to take away 
our sin and bring us to You. We love You. Amen.

If time remains, allow kids to complete the “Temple Quiz” 
on the activity page. Kids should put a check mark next to 
each correct answer. Provide Bibles for kids to look up the 
Scripture references to check their answers. (Answers: 1. B; 
2. B; 3. A; 4. C; 5. A)

Tip: Cover tables 
with newspaper or 
tablecloths for easy 
cleanup.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Temple Quiz” activity 

page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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