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UNIT 36
Session 4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

While he was a prisoner on the island of Patmos, the apostle 
John had an amazing vision of heaven. Jesus told John to 
write down everything he saw. John saw things that will 
happen when Jesus comes back to earth.

In the final chapters of the Book of Revelation, John 
described a vision of heaven itself. He wrote about the 
beauty of the New City—the New Jerusalem. The streets 
will be pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the 
city wall will be adorned with precious stones. The city will 
not need the sun or the moon because God’s glory lights 
up the city. There will be no darkness, and nothing evil will 
ever come into the city. There will be no sadness, crying, or 

Use Week of:

Jesus Will Return

BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will come back and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus 

will make all things new.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

pain. Even though there will be no sun or moon, there will 
be no darkness because the glory of God will be its light. 
The Lord will reign forever and ever. What an amazing 
place heaven will be!

Even with John’s descriptions, we can’t imagine exactly 
what it will be like when Jesus returns. Use this session to 
emphasize what we do know, using the unit big picture 
question and answer: What will happen when Jesus comes 
back? Jesus will make all things new.

The promised return of Christ should fill believers with 
hope, strengthening them to persevere through the trials 
of this life and remain faithful to the Lord. When Christ 
returns, those who trust in Him will be with Him and enjoy 
Him forever. God will undo every bad thing caused by 
sin—no more death, no more pain, no more tears.

Christ’s return should also give believers a sense of urgency 
to share the gospel with the world. It is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes! (Rom. 1:16) Jesus is 
coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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Jesus Will Return
Revelation 21–22

John had a vision of heaven. He heard a large crowd 
of people praising God. John saw the things that will 
happen when Jesus comes back to earth, and he wrote 
about what he saw.

John saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first 
heaven and the first earth had disappeared. He also saw the 
Holy City, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God.

John heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 
“Look! God will live with His people. They will be His 
people, and He will be their God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, 
no more sadness, no more crying, and no more pain. 
These things are gone forever.”

John saw an angel come and carry him to a high 
mountain. The angel showed him the holy city of 
Jerusalem. The city was shining with God’s glory. The 
foundations of the city wall had every type of jewel, and the 
city street was made of pure gold, as clear as glass.

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on 
it. The glory of God gives light to the city, and there is 
no darkness. The city is safe and clean; nothing unclean 
is in the city and no one will do wrong things in the city. 

Then the angel showed John the river of living water. 
It sparkled and flowed from God’s throne. God’s servants 
will see His face, and they will worship Him. The Lord will 
reign forever and ever.

Jesus said, “Listen, I am coming soon! I am the First 
and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Use props 
to help tell the story, 
such as jewels, gold, 
glass, the lights, and 
water. 

• Pacing and tone: 
Start the story speaking 
normally, but gradually 
increase the pace at 
which you speak, 
adding excitement 
as you go. When you 
reach the words spoken 
by Jesus, drop your 
voice to a whisper and 
speak deliberately to 
emphasize His promise 
to return.

The BIBLE STORY
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Jesus is the One who says that all of these things will 
happen. He is coming soon.

“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!”
 
Christ Connection: Jesus said that He is coming back soon. 

When Jesus comes back, everyone who trusts in Him will be 
with Him forever. God will undo every bad thing—no more 
death, pain, or tears! Jesus is making all things new.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers 
to check out this 

week’s devotionals 
to discover how 
God’s Word can 

help them grow in 
the gospel. Order 
in bulk, subscribe 

quarterly, or purchase 
individually. For 

more information, 
check out 

www.lifeway.com/
devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will come back and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus 

will make all things new.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide the preschoolers to draw a line connecting the sad 
picture to its corresponding happy picture.
SAY • In this world, people get sick. People get hurt. People 

feel sad, but when Jesus comes back there will be no 
more death, no more sadness, no more crying, and 
no more pain. Those things will be gone forever! I 
can’t wait for that day! Can you? We will hear more 
about that day in our Bible story.

• “I Stand Amazed” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “All Things New” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons
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Play “I Spy”
Inform preschoolers that you are going to pick an object in 
the room, and they have to guess what object you’ve chosen. 
Give the children a clue by saying, “I spy something [declare 
the color of the object].” Choose only items that are clearly 
visible to the children.
SAY • In our Bible story, Jesus gave John a vision. A vision 

is like a dream except you are awake! In this vision, 
there were many things that John saw and wrote 
down. We’ll learn what John saw in our Bible study!

Make sun art
Cover a table with a plastic tablecloth. Give each 
preschooler a coffee filter. Invite a preschooler to decorate 
her coffee filter with red, orange, and yellow markers. When 
she is finished, help her spray water on her art. Be careful 
not to oversaturate the filter. Point out how the colors 
spread to look like the sun. Set the filter aside to dry. 
SAY • Today we are going to learn about a new city that is 

coming. This city does not need the sun or the moon 
to shine on it. The glory of God gives light to the 
city, and there is no darkness. If we trust in Jesus, 
we will get to live in that city one day! We will learn 
more about that city in our Bible story. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite the preschoolers to pretend they are searching for 
something by placing their hand on their foreheads as they 
walk to Bible study.

LOW PREP

• plastic tablecloth
• paper coffee filters
• red, orange, and yellow 

markers
• spray bottle
• smocks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
SAY • Can you imagine a world without nighttime? A 

world where light is always shining? In today’s Bible 
story, John sees a vision of a new heaven and a new 
earth. The new heaven and new earth doesn’t need a 
sun because God’s glory shines so brightly!

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Revelation 21 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Our story today comes from the Bible. Every word in 

the Bible is true because they are all God’s words. We 
can trust the stories we read in the Bible because they 
come from God.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • There is a day coming when there will be no more 

crying and no more pain! Jesus will come back and 
make all things new. Jesus promised to come back 
soon and when He does, everyone who trusts in Him 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “Jesus Will Return” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will come back and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus 

will make all things new.
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will be with Him forever. 
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions:

1. When will the things John saw in his vision happen? 
(when Jesus comes back to earth) 

2. Where will God live? (with His people)
3. What city did the angel show John? (the Holy City, 

the New Jerusalem)
4. What gives light to the city? (the glory of God)
5. Who is coming soon? (Jesus)
6. Who is going to make all of these things happen? 

(Jesus)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, What will happen when 

Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all things new. 
There will be a new heaven and a new earth. God 
will wipe away every tear, and there will be no more 
death or pain! Jesus promised that He will come back 
and make all things new, and Jesus always keeps His 
promises.

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to Revelation 21:5. Read the key passage 
aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 
“Making Everything New.”
SAY • The words in our key passage are true. Jesus will 

come back and make all things new. Jesus promised 
He’ll come back soon. Come, Lord Jesus!

Transition to experience the story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “Making Everything 

New” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Will Return 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 21–22
MAIN POINT: Jesus will come back and make all things new.
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What will happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus 

will make all things new.

Relay the message
Form two groups to line up on opposite sides of the 
classroom. Choose the first child in line in one of the 
groups to run to the other group, and shout, “Jesus will 
come back!” The first child in the second group can then 
run to the other group, and shout, “Jesus will make all 
things new!” Allow play to continue until all children have 
had a chance to relay a message.
SAY • John saw a vision of heaven and he wrote it down. 

We now read about John’s vision in the Book of 
Revelation. We can share Jesus’ message with our 
friends and family. Let’s practice now: What will 
happen when Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all 
things new! 

Listen to worship
Lead the children to visit the worship center or sanctuary. 
Try to go at a time where children can stand outside and 
hear the voices singing praise to Jesus. 
SAY • This reminds us a little of what life will be like in 

the new heaven and the new earth. In John’s vision, 
he heard a large crowd of people praising God. We 
praise Jesus here on earth now, but Jesus will come 

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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back and make all things new. When He does, we 
will get to praise Him forever with people from every 
nation. 

Build a city
Encourage preschoolers to work together to build a city 
with blocks. Provide decorative gem vase fillers in a variety 
of colors and gold wrapping paper for children to use as 
they build. 
SAY • The foundations of the wall around the new 

Jerusalem will have every type of jewel, and the 
city streets will be made of pure gold, as clear as 
glass. Jesus will come back and make all things 
new. Everyone who trusts in Him will be with Him 
forever in this new city.

Form a city
Before the session, cut out medium-sized rectangles and 
small squares from construction paper. Make sure that at 
least two squares can fit side by side on the rectangles. Give 
each preschooler a sheet of blue construction paper. Set 
out the rectangles and squares. Show a preschooler how to 
glue rectangles on their paper to serve as buildings. Then 
show him how to glue squares on the rectangles to serve as 
windows. 
SAY •What a beautiful city you built! In John’s vision, John 

saw the city of Jerusalem coming down from heaven. 
Jesus said that He is coming back soon. When Jesus 
comes back, everyone who trusts in Him will be 
with Him in that city forever. God will undo every 
bad thing—no more death, pain, or tears! Jesus will 
come back and make all things new.

• blocks
• decorative gem vase 

fillers
• gold wrapping paper
• tape

• construction paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• glue stick
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Stick jewels to a wall
Attach clear contact plastic to a wall sticky side out. Set out 
flat-backed jewels. Invite preschoolers to stick the jewels to 
the plastic to make a jeweled wall. 
SAY • In his vision, John saw the New Jerusalem. The 

foundations of the city wall had every type of jewel. 
Jesus said that He is coming back soon. Jesus will 
come back and make all things new. When Jesus 
comes back, everyone who trusts in Him will be with 
Him forever. God will undo every bad thing—no 
more death, pain, or tears! 

• clear contact plastic
• tape
• flat-backed jewels
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve chewy fruit-flavored snacks for snack. Talk about 
how the fruit snacks bright colors look like jewels, and 
remind the children that the city John saw had many 
jewels in its walls. The city will be beautiful, but the most 
beautiful part of the city will be Jesus Himself. Remind the 
children that Jesus always keeps His promises so we can 
trust that Jesus will come back and make all things new.

Transition 
When a child finishes her snack, guide her to throw away 
any trash. She may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page and invite preschoolers to draw a 
picture of a river. Remind the children that the river flowed 
from the throne in today’s Bible story, and that everything 
in today’s Bible story will come true one day! Pray for the 
children.
SAY • Jesus, thank You for always keeping Your promises. 

You promise You will come back and make all things 
new. Give us hearts that believe this and trust You! 
You are trustworthy. Come, Lord Jesus. Come soon! 
We love You. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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