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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 36 • Session 2
The God Who Makes All Things New

UNIT 36
SESSION 2 

GOD’S WARNING TO SEVEN 
CHURCHES
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 2–3
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
MAIN POINT: Jesus is King over everything.

The Bible Story

Revelation 2–3

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Jesus wanted John to give a message to seven churches: Ephesus (EF uh 
suhs), Smyrna (SMUHR nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh muhm), Thyatira 
(thigh uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR diss), Philadelphia (fil uh DEL fih 
uh), and Laodicea (lay ahd ih SEE uh). John wrote down Jesus’ words. Jesus 
told the churches what they were doing well, and then He told them what 
they were doing wrong. Jesus wanted His churches to love one another, be 
brave, believe the truth, tell people about Him, and obey God’s words. Jesus 
said, “I stand at the door and knock. If you open the door, I will come in 
and be with you, and you will be with Me.” Jesus wants us to hear and obey 
His words to the churches too.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * John wrote down Jesus’ message to the churches.
 * Jesus told the churches to do what is right.
 * Jesus wants us to hear and obey His words.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Revelation 2. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: John wote down Jesus’ message to the churches. Jesus wants 
us to hear and obey His words. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING. 

[Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good” :
“ Jesus is King. Jesus is King. 
Jesus is King over everything.”

SAY: JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING. Jesus wants us to hear and 
obey His words because we love our King.

KNOCK ON THE DOOR
Provide an activity table that features doors and latches. If you do 
not have one, gently hold a child’s hand as you help her pat the 
table. You may also sing “Behold, Behold.” Read Revelation 3:20 to 
the babies.
SAY: Jesus wants us to hear and obey His words. JESUS IS KING 

OVER EVERYTHING.

WHERE ARE YOUR EARS?
Sit with a baby on your lap. Tug on your ear and ask, “Where are 
your ears?” Gently guide a baby’s hand to touch his ears. You may 
repeat with other parts of the body, like nose, mouth, and eyes.
SAY: God gave [baby’s name] ears. Jesus wants us to obey His words, 
even if our ears cannot hear. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card. Open 
your Bible to Revelation 2. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE EARS TO HEAR
Cut out large ear shapes from paper for each toddler. Provide 
crayons, stickers, glue, and yarn for children to decorate their ears 
as they see fit. Use strips of paper and tape to connect the ears (like 
earmuffs). Use another strip to make a headband so the ears stay in 
place. Write Hear and obey Jesus’ words on each child’s band. 
SAY: John wrote down Jesus’ message to the churches. Jesus said, 
“Hear what I say!” JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING. 

SAY IT LOUD OR SOFT
Invite toddlers to say the Main Point in a loud or soft voice. For 
young toddlers, ask “Who is King over everything?” (Jesus)
SAY: JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING. We can say it loud or soft!

COUNT SEVEN “CHURCHES”
Provide seven blocks to represent the seven churches. Invite toddlers 
to take turns counting the blocks. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: John wrote down Jesus’ message to the churches. Jesus told the 
churches to do what is right. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING.

EXPLORE SOUNDS
Fill six plastic water bottles with varying amounts of water; leave 
one empty. Seal the lids with duct tape. Invite toddlers to tap the 
sides of the water bottles to hear how the sound differs. Toddlers 
may also squeeze the empty bottle.
SAY: God gave us ears to hear many sounds. Jesus wants us to hear 
and obey His words. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING! 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

GOD’S WARNING TO SEVEN CHURCHES
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 2–3
KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5
MAIN POINT: Jesus is King over everything.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, people-shaped cookie cutters, and utensils. 
Invite toddlers to flatten the dough and make cookie cutter people. 
Briefly tell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: John wrote down Jesus’ message to the churches. A church is 
people who love Jesus and meet together to worship Him. Jesus told 
the churches to do what is right. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING.

PLAY OUT SPREADING THE NEWS
Provide dress-up clothes and a tote or suitcase for toddlers. Invite 
toddlers to play out traveling to tell others the good news (the Main 
Point). Explain that someone took John’s message to seven churches.
SAY: John wrote down Jesus’ message to the churches. Jesus wants 
us to hear and obey His words. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING.

TAKE A WALK
Use a stroller or walking rope to go on a walk outside. Talk about 
how the churches in the story were in real cities. Retell the story.
SAY: Jesus wants us to hear and obey His words because He loves 
people all over the world. JESUS IS KING OVER EVERYTHING.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.

© 2018  LifeWay




