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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 35 • Session 4
The God Who Gives Hope

UNIT 35
SESSION 4 

WHILE WE WAIT

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:1-13
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:16
MAIN POINT: God teaches us through the Bible.

The Bible Story

2 Peter 3:1-13

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Peter wrote a letter to believers who were facing trouble because they loved 
Jesus. Peter wrote, “Dear friends, I wanted to remind you of Jesus’ words. 
Some people will not believe that Jesus is going to come back. I want you 
to know something important: God is not slow to keep His promises. Jesus 
is waiting for more people to hear the good news and trust Him. We must 
wait for Jesus and be ready for Him. When Jesus comes back, He will take 
away all bad things. The people who love Him will be with Him forever in a 
new heaven and new earth.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Peter wrote a letter to believers waiting for Jesus.
 * Jesus will come back one day.
 *People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
2 Peter 3. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Peter wrote a letter to 
believers waiting for Jesus. Jesus will come back one day! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Hold the Bible as you sing “Wonderful Words of Life.” 
“ Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life. 
Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life. 
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty; 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. [2x]”

SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE that Jesus will come 
back one day! Those are beautiful, wonderful, true words!

MAKE BIBLE ART
Fold construction paper in half for each baby. Write the Main 
Point on the front of each folded page. Provide stickers and jumbo 
crayons for babies to decorate the inside page. Tape a ribbon to the 
inside cover to hang out like a Bible marker.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. The Bible says Jesus 
will come back one day, and we will be with Him forever!

BUILD WITH BLOCKS
Help babies stack blocks to make a city. Make sure babies do not 
stack blocks higher than chin height.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus will come back 
one day! People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to 2 Peter 3. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PAINT WITH ICE
Before class, add food color to water in an ice cube tray with craft 
sticks as handles. Freeze overnight. Provide painting smocks and 
paper for toddlers. Invite toddlers to paint with the ice cubes. Write 
Jesus will come back on each page.
SAY: We have to wait for ice cubes to freeze. People have been 
waiting a long time for Jesus. GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE 

BIBLE that Jesus will come back one day!

WAIT FOR A GUEST
Arrange for an adult leader to visit your class. Build anticipation by 
telling toddlers when the guest will arrive. Cheer for the guest.
SAY: Was it exciting to wait for [guest’s name]? GOD TEACHES US 

THROUGH THE BIBLE that Jesus will come back one day.

COUNT THE DAYS
Provide a calendar with toddlers’ birthdays listed. Count how long 
it will be until each child’s birthday. Talk about waiting.
SAY: Peter wrote a letter to believers who were waiting for Jesus. 
GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE that Jesus will come back 
one day! People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE?
Line a tall cannister with waxed paper. Add water and large beads. 
Freeze overnight. In class, remove the ice from the cannister. Set it 
on a tray. Toddlers will use eyedroppers and water to melt the ice.
SAY: We waited for our ice to melt. Peter wrote a letter to believers 
who were waiting for Jesus. GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

WHILE WE WAIT
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 3:1-13
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:16
MAIN POINT: God teaches us through the Bible.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: SLOW AND FAST
Invite toddlers to move around the room. When you call out “slow,” 
exaggerate your movements as you move as slowly as possible. 
When you call out “fast,” walk quickly, pumping your arms to 
exaggerate your speed.
SAY: Peter wrote a letter to believers who were waiting for Jesus. 
Peter said God is not slow, but patient. GOD TEACHES US THROUGH 

THE BIBLE that Jesus will come back one day!

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS
Sing to the tune of “Jesus Loves the Little Children” :
“ Jesus will come back for all His people 
from every nation of the world! 
Every color, shape, and size; they are precious in His eyes, 
Jesus will come back for all His people!”

SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE that Jesus will come 
back one day. People who love Jesus will be with Him forever!

HOW LONG IS A MINUTE?
Invite toddlers to sit still as you time them for 10 seconds. Then 
invite toddlers to wiggle for 10 seconds. Alternate for 60 seconds.
SAY: Sometimes it is hard to wait; sometimes time goes fast. GOD 

TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE Jesus will come back one day!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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