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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 35 • Session 2
The God Who Gives Hope

UNIT 35
SESSION 2 

PAUL GAVE HOPE

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:16
MAIN POINT: God teaches us through the Bible.

The Bible Story

1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Some people were confused about when Jesus would come back. What 
happened to believers who died? What were believers supposed to do while 
we wait for Jesus? Paul wrote a letter to help them understand the truth. 
Paul said, “Jesus died and came back to life. When people who love Jesus 
die, Jesus takes them to be with Him. When Jesus comes back with a sound 
like a trumpet, He will bring with Him the believers who died. We will be 
with Jesus forever! Do not worry about when Jesus will come back, but be 
ready. We do not know when Jesus will come back, so we should tell people 
about Him all the time! Jesus is always with us.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus promised He would come back.
 *Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back.
 *People who love Jesus will be with Him forever.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible 
to 1 Thessalonians 4. Show the Bible story picture as you say the 
Gospel Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. In our story today, 
Paul said people who love Jesus will be with Him forever! [Pray.]

SING A SONG
Hold the Bible as you sing “Wonderful Words of Life.” 
“ Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life. 
Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life. 
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty; 
beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. [2x].”

SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE that people who love 
Jesus will be with Him forever! 

MAKE CLOCK ART
Provide a paper plate for each baby. Write the numbers 1-12 
clockwise on the edge of the plate. Help babies glue strips of 
construction paper to the clock to be hands. Write Tell about Jesus 
all the time! on each child’s artwork.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE that Jesus promised 
He would come back. We tell people about Jesus until He comes.

PLAY PEEKABOO
Sit with a baby on your lap. Cover your face with your hands or a 
blanket. Uncover your face as you say “Peekaboo, Jesus loves you!”
SAY: We do not see Jesus right now, but Jesus promised He would 
come back. GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to 1 Thessalonians 4. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PLAY OUT GETTING READY
Provide baby dolls, dress-up clothes, and totes. Invite toddlers to 
play out getting ready to go on a trip. Briefly review the story.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Paul said to be ready 
for Jesus to come back so we can be with Him forever.

MAKE TRUMPET NOISES
Provide a kazoo for each toddler. Invite them to march silently 
around the room. When you say “Jesus is coming back,” invite them 
to play to their “trumpets” as loud as they can. Review the story.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus promised He 
would come back. People who love Jesus will be with Him forever!

WORK PUZZLES
Provide two or three knob puzzles and mix up the pieces in one pile. 
Invite toddlers to work together to sort and assemble the puzzles.
SAY: Working mixed-up puzzles was a little confusing for us to 
do. Paul’s friends were confused about Jesus. GOD TEACHES US 

THROUGH THE BIBLE what is true about Him. 

EXPLORE A SENSORY BOX
Place items from today’s Bible story in a small box, such as a Jesus 
figure or image, quilt batting or cotton balls, a toy trumpet, and a 
scroll. Briefly review the Bible story as toddlers explore the box.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus promised He 
would come back. Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL GAVE HOPE
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:16
MAIN POINT: God teaches us through the Bible.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: LOOK FOR JESUS
Place a picture of Jesus underneath one of three cups. While 
children are watching, slide the cups to rearrange them. Invite a 
toddler to search for “Jesus.”
SAY: Paul’s friends were confused about where Jesus is. GOD 

TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus promised He would come 
back. Paul said to be ready for Jesus to come back.

PLAY “HIDE-AND-SEEK”
Invite toddlers to hide while you count to 10. Search for the 
children. After a minute, blow a kazoo to summon the toddlers. 
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus promised He 
would come back. Jesus will call His followers, and people who love 
Jesus will be with Him forever.

PAINT WITH WATER
If weather permits, take children outside to paint on a sidewalk with 
cups of water and clean paintbrushes. Briefly review the Bible story.
SAY: When the water dried, we could not see it anymore. Jesus is 
in heaven, but we do not see Him right now. GOD TEACHES US 

THROUGH THE BIBLE Jesus promised He would come back. We will 
see Jesus face to face!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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