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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 35 • Session 1
The God Who Gives Hope

UNIT 35
SESSION 1 

PAUL’S LETTER TO 
PHILEMON
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon 8-22
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:16
MAIN POINT: God teaches us through the Bible.

The Bible Story

Philemon 8-22

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Paul wrote a letter to a believer named Philemon. Philemon’s servant 
Onesimus had run away. Onesimus met Paul in jail, and Paul taught 
Onesimus about Jesus. Onesimus trusted in Jesus, and he became a believer 
too. As a believer, Onesimus needed to do what was right: go home to 
Philemon. Paul wrote Philemon a letter. Paul said, “Philemon, I know you 
will do what is right. I am sending Onesimus back to you. Onesimus is a 
believer now. When he returns to you, I ask you to welcome Onesimus as 
your brother instead of a servant. I pray you will do more than that!” Paul 
wanted Philemon to forgive Onesimus out of love for Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul told Onesimus to go back to Philemon.
 *Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus.
 * Jesus wants us to do what is right because we love Him.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Philemon. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus. Jesus wants us to 
do what is right because we love Him. GOD TEACHES US THROUGH 

THE BIBLE. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Hold the Bible as you sing the hymn “Wonderful Words of Life.” 
“ Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life. 
Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life. 
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty; 
beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. [2x]”

SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. It is God’s words.

MAKE HEART ART
Tape clear contact plastic sticky side out to the floor or window at 
baby’s level. Cut heart shapes from colorful paper, old letters, or 
doilies. Help babies stick the hearts to the paper. Seal with another 
sheet of contact plastic. Write the Main Point on each child’s art.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Paul asked Philemon 
to forgive Onesimus because the Bible said it is right to forgive.

CARE FOR BABY DOLLS
Provide baby dolls and blankets for babies to hold and play with. 
Talk about how people care and show love for babies.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. The Bible teaches us 
to love others. Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage 
card. Open your Bible to Philemon. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

TRACE FEET
Support toddlers as they stand on construction paper. Use a pencil 
to outline their feet. Provide crayons and stickers for toddlers to 
decorate their feet outlines. Write I can follow God’s words in the 
Bible on each toddler’s art.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus wants us to do 
what is right because we love Him. 

FOLLOW THE LEADER
Perform an action, and invite toddlers to do what you do. Older 
toddlers may enjoy coming up with the motions.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus wants us to do 
what is right because we love Him. Paul told Onesimus to go back 
to Philemon, and Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus.

PLAY A MATCHING GAME
Print two copies of the “Paul Matching Cards” printable. Cut apart 
the cards. Place them faceup in a grid. Toddlers take turns finding 
matches. Older toddlers may flip the cards facedown to start.
SAY: Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus. Paul’s letter is in 
our Bible. GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE.

MAKE RECYCLED PAPER
Print the “Recycled Paper” instructions and gather the pulp, shallow 
tub of water, and frame. Help toddlers dip the frame in the tub. Set 
the paper aside to dry. Write the Main Point on each finished paper.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. It is God’s words!
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL’S LETTER TO PHILEMON
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philemon 8-22
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Timothy 3:16
MAIN POINT: God teaches us through the Bible.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY IN SAND
Post an allergy alert. Provide towels and a small basin with clean 
play sand. Invite toddlers to roll trucks and cars, fingerwalk, or play 
with people figures in the sand. Review the Bible story.
SAY: Paul told Onesimus to go back to Philemon. In Bible times, 
Onesimus would have had to walk because there were no cars. It 
was not easy to do, but Onesimus went back to Philemon. GOD 

TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. Jesus wants us to do what is 
right because we love Him.

FOLLOW THE PATH
Wind colorful yarn or masking tape around the room to make a 
path for the children to follow. At the path’s end, tape the Bible 
story picture to the wall at toddler’s height. Briefly review the story.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. In our Bible story, 
Paul told Onesimus to go back to Philemon. Paul asked Philemon 
to forgive Onesimus. Paul said both of these things were right. 

LOOK AT GOD’S WORDS
Provide various Bibles and Bible storybooks for toddlers to handle. 
Place the key passage card in the Bible and read it to the children.
SAY: GOD TEACHES US THROUGH THE BIBLE. It is God’s words.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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