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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 34 • Session 5
God’s Plan for Paul

UNIT 34
SESSION 5 

PAUL MADE MUCH OF JESUS

BIBLE PASSAGE: Colossians 1:15–2:3
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

The Bible Story

Colossians 1:15–2:3

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
While Paul was in jail, he wrote letters to churches. One church in Colossae 
had a problem. Some people had been teaching things about Jesus that were 
not true. The church in Colossae was confused about who Jesus is. Paul 
wrote, “Jesus is God the Son. He shows us what God is like. Jesus made 
everything in heaven and earth. All things were made through Him and 
for Him. He is also the head of the church, since He died on the cross and 
came back to life. Jesus is powerful because He is God the Son. Only Jesus 
could forgive people from their wrong choices. I want you to understand 
God’s love for you in Jesus. God’s plan is all about Jesus.”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 * Jesus shows us what God is like.
 *Paul said that Jesus made everything.
 *God’s plan is all about Jesus.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Colossians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Some of Paul’s friends were confused about who Jesus is. Paul 
said that Jesus made everything. God’s plan is all about Jesus. GOD 

IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ God is with us. God is with us everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave us; He will always help us. 
Trust in Him, trust in Him!”

SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. Did you know Jesus shows us what 
God is like? Jesus is God’s Son. Paul said that Jesus made everything. 

READ BOOKS ABOUT CREATION
Provide Bible storybooks or picture books about things God made. 
Talk about God’s good plan to send Jesus.
SAY: God’s plan is all about Jesus. Because of Jesus, we know that 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

LOOK AT NATURE ITEMS
Post an allergy alert. Press flowers, leaves, slices of fruit or vegetables, 
and other nature items between clear CD covers. Seal the edges with 
duct tape. Consider providing plastic magnifying sheets to bring out 
the details of the items for babies.
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US because He made us. Paul said that 
Jesus made everything. Jesus shows us what God is like. 

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide Bibles for toddlers to handle. Read the key passage card. 
Open your Bible to Colossians 1. Show the Bible story picture as 
you tell the story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE JESUS ART
Write the name JESUS in block letters on colorful paper for each 
toddler. Provide stickers and crayons for toddlers to decorate their 
paper. For older toddlers, instruct them to place stickers on the 
letters of Jesus’ name.
SAY: God’s plan is all about Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS
Provide rhythm instruments for toddlers to play as you sing songs 
about Jesus, such as “Jesus Loves Me,” “Oh, How I Love Jesus,” and 
“Jesus Is All the World to Me.” If you are not familiar with these 
songs, check them out online before class.
SAY: Paul had a lot to say about Jesus! Jesus shows us what God is 
like. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US, and God’s plan is all about Jesus!

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Gather the “God’s Plan for Paul” figures and blocks used in the 
unit. Remind toddlers of previous stories and God’s plan for Paul.
SAY: God’s plan is all about Jesus! GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

MATCH PARTS OF THE BODY
Before class, print pictures of the toddlers. Cut out their faces and 
glue them to a body cutout. Provide clothespins labeled head, arm 
(2), and leg (2). Read each label and guide toddlers to clip the 
clothespins to the figure in the right spot.
SAY: Paul said Jesus is the head, or leader, of the church. Jesus shows 
us what God is like. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL MADE MUCH OF JESUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Colossians 1:15–2:3
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, cookie cutters, and play dough utensils for 
toddlers to make things that God created. As toddlers play, briefly 
review the Bible story.
SAY: Paul’s friends in Colossae were confused. Paul said that Jesus 
made everything. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US, and Jesus shows us 
what God is like. God’s plan is all about Jesus. 

TOSS A BALL
Invite toddlers to spread out throughout the room. Gently toss or 
roll a ball to a toddler. When she catches it, invite her to cheer for 
Jesus with you. Cheer, and then invite her to toss the ball back to 
you. Play until each child has a turn. Read the key passage card.
SAY: Paul loved Jesus. Paul said that Jesus made everything. God’s 
plan is all about Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US because of Him!

LOOK AT THE SOLAR SYSTEM
Provide pictures of the stars and solar system for toddlers to look at 
via an electronic tablet. Talk about how Jesus made everything!
SAY: Jesus shows us what God is like. Paul said Jesus made 
everything in our beautiful world. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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