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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 34 • Session 4
God’s Plan for Paul

UNIT 34
SESSION 4 

PAUL’S JOY IN PRISON

BIBLE PASSAGE: Philippians 1:12-30
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

The Bible Story

Philippians 1:12-30

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
While Paul was in jail in Rome, he wrote many letters to the churches that 
he had started on his trips. Paul had good news for the church in Philippi. 
Paul wrote, “I wanted you to know that God is using me in jail to tell 
people about Jesus. Even the guards have heard about Jesus! I will praise 
God for the chance to tell people about Jesus even in jail. Whether I live 
or die, it’s all about Jesus. If I live, it means I get to tell more people about 
Jesus’ love. If I die, then I get to be with Jesus! Live for Jesus, even suffer for 
Him. This is God’s good plan!”

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul was happy to tell about Jesus.
 *Paul was ready to live or die for Jesus.
 *God’s plans for us are always good.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Philippians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Paul was happy to tell about Jesus. God’s plans for us are 
always good. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ God is with us. God is with us everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave us; He will always help us. 
Trust in Him, trust in Him!”

SAY: Paul was ready to live or die for Jesus. God’s plans for us are 
always good. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

MAKE JESUS ART
Use thin painter’s tape to write JESUS on heavyweight paper for 
each child. Place the paper in ziplock bags with glitter paint and seal 
the bag with duct tape. Invite babies to squish the bags. Remove the 
paper and allow it to dry. Peel away the painter’s tape.
SAY: Paul was happy to tell about Jesus. God’s plans for us are 
always good. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

PRAISE GOD
Provide small plastic containers filled with rice, jingle bells, pony 
beads, or other items. Play joyful music and invite babies to shake 
the containers. Talk about God’s goodness to Paul.
SAY: Paul was happy to tell about Jesus. God’s plans for us are 
always good. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Philippians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you tell 
the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Print and cut out the “God’s Plan for Paul” figures and attach them 
to blocks. Keep these to use throughout the unit. Help toddlers 
build a jail or house with the remaining blocks as you tell the story.
SAY: Paul was ready to live or die for Jesus. God’s plans for us are 
always good. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

LACE CARDS
Print and cut out the “Paul Lacing Cards” for each toddler. Use a 
hole punch to make holes along the cards’ edge. Show toddlers how 
to lace shoelaces through the holes. Talk about the story.
SAY: Paul was happy to tell about Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. 

SING JOYFUL SONGS
Sing and perform the hand motions to actions songs, such as “I’ve 
Got the Joy, Joy, Joy (Down in My Heart)” or the chorus of “He 
Has Made Me Glad.” If you are unfamiliar with the songs, check 
them out online before class.
SAY: Paul was happy to tell about Jesus everywhere he went. Paul 
trusted God’s plan because GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

TAKE A NATURE WALK
Use a stroller or a walking rope to take toddlers on a walk outside, if 
weather permits. Talk about the story as you walk.
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. Paul was ready to live or die for 
Jesus. God’s plans for us are always good.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

PAUL’S JOY IN PRISON
BIBLE PASSAGE: Philippians 1:12-30
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

TRANSITION: MAKE A JOY COLLAGE
Provide paper plates, precut images from magazines, smiley face 
stickers, and other craft supplies. Assist toddlers as they glue images 
to their plate. Write the Main Point on the back of each plate. 
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. Going to prison for telling people 
about Jesus may not seem like a good plan for Paul, but God’s plans 
for us are always good. Paul loved Jesus most of all.

WORK AS A TEAM
Provide a parachute or a bedsheet for toddlers to hold onto together. 
Make waves with the sheet. Briefly review the story.
SAY: You made waves with your friends. Paul was happy to tell 
about Jesus. Paul trusted God’s plan. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

PLAY WITH LOCKS
Gather old door knobs, padlocks and keys, and padlocks with 
combinations (to twist only). You may also provide a lock-and-latch 
board for toddlers to explore, but cover small parts with duct tape. 
Invite toddlers to explore the locks as you tell the story.
SAY: Paul was locked in prison, but Paul was happy to tell about 
Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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