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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 34 • Session 3
God’s Plan for Paul

UNIT 34
SESSION 3 

THE SHIPWRECK

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 27:13-44; 28:11-16
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

The Bible Story

Acts 27:13-44; 28:11-16

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Paul was in chains on his way to Rome to speak to Caesar about Jesus. 
While Paul was sailing on a large boat, a strong storm beat against the boat. 
The storm was so strong, the sailors could not even see the sun or stars! The 
sailors were afraid they were going to die. Paul stood up among the sailors 
and said, “Take courage! We will lose the boat, but no one will die. An angel 
told me not to be afraid because I must speak to Caesar.” Paul encouraged 
the sailors to eat. The next day, the ship struck the rocks and broke apart. 
Paul and all the people swam or floated on pieces of the boat, and they all 
made it safely to shore.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul was taken on a boat to Rome.
 *A storm broke apart Paul’s boat, but God kept him safe.
 *Nothing could stop God’s plan for Paul.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 27. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: A storm broke apart Paul’s boat, but God kept him safe. 
Nothing could stop God’s plan for Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. 

[Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ God is with us. God is with us everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave us; He will always help us. 
Trust in Him, trust in Him!”

SAY: Nothing could stop God’s plan for Paul, and nothing can stop 
God’s plan for you. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

PAINT WITH WATER
Provide construction paper, small cups of water, and paintbrushes. 
Encourage babies to “paint” with water as they sit in bucket seats 
or on the floor. Keep towels handy for cleanup, and remove paper 
before it becomes too soggy. Write the Main Point on each paper.
SAY: Paul was taken on a boat to Rome. Nothing could stop God’s 
plan for Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

PLAY WITH BOATS AND PEOPLE
Provide a baby-friendly toy boat and peg people for babies to play 
with. Supervise babies and make sure there are no small parts.
SAY: Paul was taken on a boat to Rome. A storm broke apart Paul’s 
boat, but God kept him safe. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Acts 27. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE SPONGE BOATS
Provide small sponges, drinking straw halves, and triangles cut from 
colorful paper. Help toddlers carefully stick the straw into sponge 
and secure it with liquid glue. Help toddlers tape a flag to the mast 
of the boat. Write the Main Point on each boat.
SAY: Paul was taken on a boat to Rome. God was with Paul, and 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Print and cut out the “God’s Plan for Paul” figures and attach them 
to blocks. Keep these to use throughout the unit. Use a blue blanket 
to help reenact the shipwreck. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: A storm broke apart Paul’s boat, but God kept him safe. 
Nothing could stop God’s plan for Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

WORK PUZZLES
Print the Bible story picture and cut it into four pieces. Invite 
toddlers to work the puzzle as you retell the story.
SAY: Paul was taken on a boat to Rome. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

WILL IT SINK OR FLOAT?
Provide a small plastic container with half an inch of water. Provide 
various items for toddlers to drop in the water to see if it will sink or 
float. Keep towels handy. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Paul was taken on a boat to Rome. Nothing could stop God’s 
plan for Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too.
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE SHIPWRECK
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 27:13-44; 28:11-16
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PARACHUTE PLAY
Provide a small parachute or sheet. Help toddlers stand around 
the sheet and hold it firmly. Move the sheet up and down to make 
waves. If you made sponge boats, place one in the center of the 
sheet to move with the waves. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Paul was taken on a boat to Rome. A storm broke apart Paul’s 
boat, but God kept him safe. Nothing could stop God’s plan for 
Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

SHAKE SENSORY BOTTLES
Fill clean, empty water bottles with small pebbles and water. You 
may also add food color. Allow children to shake and “make waves.” 
SAY: A storm broke apart Paul’s boat, but God kept him safe. 
Nothing could stop God’s plan for Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

READ BOOKS ABOUT STORMS
Read age-appropriate books about storms or rain. You may also use 
a Bible storybook to read about Jesus calming the storm or walking 
on water. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Storms can be scary, but we can trust God no matter what. 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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