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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 34 • Session 1
God’s Plan for Paul

UNIT 34
SESSION 1   

THE PLAN TO STOP PAUL

BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 23
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

The Bible Story

Acts 23

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus. Some people did not like Paul, 
and they had a plan to stop him. People put Paul in jail. Jesus appeared to 
Paul and said, “Have courage! You must tell people about Me in Rome.” 
The next day, the men who wanted to hurt Paul made a bad plan. Paul’s 
nephew heard their plan and ran to the jail. The commander asked the boy 
what was wrong. The boy said, “The Jews want you to bring Paul to the 
council tomorrow, but it is a trap!” The commander summoned two soldiers 
and said, “Get many soldiers and horses. Take Paul to Felix the governor to 
keep him safe.” God kept Paul safe so he could tell people about Jesus.

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus.
 *Some people wanted to stop Paul.
 *God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Acts 23. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems in 
a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Some people wanted to stop Paul from telling people about 
Jesus. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
“ God is with us, God is with us everywhere, everywhere! 
He will never leave us; He will always help us. 
Trust in Him, trust in Him!”

SAY: God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus. God was with Paul. 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US, and He loves us.

MAKE A MEGAPHONE
Provide stickers and help babies stick them to colorful paper. Roll 
up the paper for each baby, and tape it into a cone shape. Write 
each child’s name on his megaphone. 
SAY: God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus. [Use extra 
megaphone.] Jesus loves [baby’s name]! GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

PLAY WITH LINKS
Provide plastic links or interlocking teething rings for babies. Wrap 
the links loosely around favorite toys and objects. Encourage the 
babies to pull the links apart.  
SAY: God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus, but some people put 
Paul in chains. God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan. GOD 

IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to Acts 23. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE MOUTH ART
Cut sponges into mouth shapes. Provide washable paint, painting 
smocks, heavyweight paper, and clothespins for each child. Help 
toddlers use the clothespins as handles to stamp the mouths onto 
paper. Write God chose Paul to tell about Jesus on each paper.
SAY: Some people wanted to stop Paul from telling people about 
Jesus. God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US!

PLAY OUT THE STORY
Print and cut out the “God’s Plan for Paul” figures and attach them 
to blocks. Keep these to use throughout the unit. Invite toddlers to 
use other blocks to build a jail as you briefly retell the story.
SAY: Some people wanted to stop Paul, but God chose Paul to tell 
people about Jesus. God was with Paul. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

WORK PUZZLES
Provide puzzles or cut the Bible story picture into four pieces. 
Review the Gospel Gems as toddlers play.
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. God will always help us do His plan.

HEAR AND TELL
Provide PVC pipes for toddlers to take turns listening to the Main 
Point as you whisper it into the pipe. You may also use toy phones.
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. God kept Paul safe so he could do 
God’s plan. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE PLAN TO STOP PAUL
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 23
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 1:21
MAIN POINT: God is always with us.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: MAKE CHAIN ART
Provide painting smocks; paper; and clean, empty bath tissue rolls 
for toddlers. Pour washable paint onto foam plates. Show toddlers 
how to dip the ends of the roll into the paint, then press it onto the 
paper. Help toddlers overlap the circles to make chains. Write the 
Main Point on each toddler’s artwork and set it aside to dry.
SAY: God kept Paul safe so he could do God’s plan even when he 
was in chains. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US, and He will always help us 
do His plan!

SING ABOUT JESUS
Provide rhythm instruments, or invite toddlers to clap their hands 
as you sing “Jesus Loves Me” or “Oh, How I Love Jesus.” 
SAY: God chose Paul to tell people about Jesus. God kept Paul safe 
so he could do God’s plan. God has a plan for you and me, and 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US!

TAKE A NATURE WALK
If weather permits, use a walking rope or stroller to walk with 
toddlers outside. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: People moved Paul to a safe place. God kept Paul safe so he 
could do God’s plan. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US, too!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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