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The Plan to Stop Paul
Acts 23

MAIN POINT: WHEN PAUL WAS ARRESTED, GOD PROTECTED  
HIM SO HE COULD PREACH ABOUT JESUS.

The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever he went. 
When he returned to Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see him. But many Jews 
did not like that Paul taught people they don’t have to follow Jewish rules to be 
saved. So these Jews made a plan to stop Paul.

Paul was at the temple when a crowd of people dragged him away and tried to 
kill him. But a Roman official came and stopped them. This official arrested Paul 
and brought him to the Sanhedrin.

Paul stood in front of the Sanhedrin. “Friends,” he said. “I do not believe I 
have done anything wrong.” Paul explained that he had been arrested because he 
taught that Jesus was resurrected from the dead. The men in the Sanhedrin began 
arguing. The Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe.

The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him an incredible message: 
“Have courage!” He said. “You told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell 
about Me in Rome, too.”

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and made a plan to kill Paul. 
These men told the Jewish leaders about their plan.

Paul’s nephew overheard this evil plan. He hurried to tell Paul what was going 
on. Paul told his nephew to report it to the commander.

The army commander told two of his officers to get together a large group of 
soldiers and horses. They brought a horse for Paul to ride on, and that night, the 
soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the governor.

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey 
Jesus. He believed that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to 
die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard times. We too can risk 
everything to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us and will 
care for us.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Why do you think some people 
oppose the gospel?

• What are you willing to risk to tell 
people about Jesus? Why?

• Can anything stop God’s plan? (See 
Job 42:2.) How does that encourage 
you to trust and obey Him?
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Uncovered!
Use the key to color in the spaces and discover what a young boy uncovered 
in today’s Bible story.

Sharing the Good News
Draw yourself into each scenario above. What would make it 
difficult to share the good news there? Could you do it?  
Why or why not?

• •• •••
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Paul Before Rulers
Acts 24:22-27; 25:1-14; 26:24-32

MAIN POINT: PAUL PREACHED ABOUT JESUS TO GOVERNORS AND KINGS.

Paul had narrowly escaped death in Jerusalem. The Jews planned to kill Paul, 
but the Roman soldiers took him away to Caesarea, where he would be safe. The 
Roman leaders wanted to figure out why the Jews hated Paul so much. So Paul 
met with rulers to try to explain what was going on.

First, Paul met with Felix the governor. Paul talked about faith in Jesus. He 
talked about righteousness and self-control, and he explained that one day God 
is going to judge the world. Felix was afraid of what Paul said. He sent Paul away, 
but he met with him many times for the next two years. When a new governor 
came into power, Felix did not release Paul from prison.

The new governor was named Festus. Paul stood before Festus. “I have not 
done anything wrong,” Paul explained again. “I want to see Caesar!” Festus agreed.

While Paul was waiting to go to Rome, King Agrippa and Queen Bernice 
visited Festus and Paul. Paul told the king how he became a believer. He explained 
that Jesus died to bring salvation to Jews and Gentiles.

“Paul, you are out of your mind!” Festus said.
King Agrippa, Festus, and the others with them got up. They agreed that Paul 

had done nothing wrong. The king was ready to free Paul, but Paul had already 
asked to go to Rome.

Christ Connection: God had chosen Paul to take the gospel to Gentiles, kings, and 
the Israelites. (Acts 9:15-16) Paul met with people again and again to tell the good 
news about Jesus. He wanted everyone to believe that Jesus is Lord. Because Jesus has 
the power to save people from sin, Paul was willing to do whatever it took to share the 
gospel.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• How do you think Paul felt as he 
spoke before rulers? How do you 
think he felt being in custody for two 
years?

• What is God’s plan for us? How do 
you expect that to happen?

• Does God always work in ways we 
expect or understand?
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A Message for Everyone
What message did Paul want everyone to believe? Untangle and 
reorder the letters to find out.
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The Shipwreck
Acts 27:13-44; 28:11-16

MAIN POINT: GOD PROTECTED PAUL IN THE SHIPWRECK 
SO HE COULD STAND BEFORE CAESAR.

Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea. He had asked to see Caesar about his case, so 
Paul got on a ship with other prisoners going to Rome. The journey was difficult. 
Strong winds and rain tossed the ship. All the people on the ship were afraid they 
would die.

One night, God sent an angel to Paul. The angel told Paul to not be afraid. 
God would save the lives of everyone on the ship. Paul told everyone on board 
what God had said.

When the ship got close to an island, the ship struck a sandbar and stopped. 
The waves crashed into the ship, and it began to break into pieces. An army officer 
ordered everyone to swim for shore. Those who could not swim clung to the 
planks and pieces of the ship. They all made it safely to shore. Paul was right; God 
saved all of their lives.

Three months later, Paul got onto another ship and sailed to Rome. Paul was 
still a prisoner, but instead of going to jail, Paul was allowed to live by himself in 
a house. A soldier stayed with him to guard him. People came to Paul’s house and 
listened to him speak about the kingdom of God and about Jesus. Some of the 
people believed and followed Jesus.

Christ Connection: Paul trusted God to keep His promise to rescue them from the 
storm. He encouraged the sailors to trust and obey God too. God calls us to trust in His 
Son, Jesus, who died to rescue us from sin and death, and to tell others this good news.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• What kind of difficulties or suffering 
did Paul face? 
(See 2 Corinthians 11:24-29.)

• How can you encourage others to 
trust God?

• What evidence do you see of God’s 
control over your life?

5
© 2018 LifeWay



Survival at Sea | Use the clues to fill in the blanks and discover what Paul faced in today’s Bible story.

Message in a Bottle

Imagine you were with Paul when he was shipwrecked. Write a letter to your family and friends 

explaining what happened. What would you want them to know?
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Paul’s Joy in Prison
Philippians 1:12-30 

MAIN POINT: WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON, PAUL TOLD  
THE PHILIPPIAN CHURCH TO BE JOYFUL.

Paul was living as a prisoner in Rome. He was waiting to meet with the 
emperor of Rome. While in prison, Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Philippi 
to thank them for sending a gift and to tell them about his work.

Paul wrote, “I want you to know, brothers, that even though the Jews tried to 
stop me, everything that has happened has actually helped me tell more people the 
good news about Jesus.

“I hope that I will never be afraid or embarrassed about anything. I want to be 
bold and honor Jesus, whether I live or I die.

“For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I live, I live for Jesus. If I die for 
Jesus, I will be with Him forever.

“No matter what happens, live your life in a way that brings honor to the 
gospel of Christ. ”

Paul also urged the believers to not let anyone scare them away from doing 
God’s work. He said, “This is the work God has given you to do—not only to 
believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him.”

Christ Connection: God used Paul’s difficult circumstances to spread the gospel and 
build the church. Paul knew that because Jesus suffered to bring salvation to the world, 
believers doing God’s work would suffer too.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Why was Paul joyful, even in prison?

• How have you seen God bring about 
good through difficult circumstances?

• What does it mean to be joyful? How 
is joy different from happiness?
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Beside each description, draw a face showing how you might feel in that situation.

1.  The family car breaks down on your vacation. 5. Your mom is cooking your least favorite meal.

2. You win tickets to an amusement park. 6. A friend asks you about Jesus.

3. Your team won the championship. 7. Your sister wants to play with you.

4. School is closed due to weather. 8. You are put in prison for telling others about Jesus.

Letters from Prison | Use the key to decode part of Paul’s letter from prison.
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Paul Made Much of Jesus
Colossians 1:15–2:3

MAIN POINT: JESUS IS BETTER THAN ANYONE OR ANYTHING ELSE.

When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, Paul wrote a letter to the church in 
Colossae. The Colossian believers knew the gospel, but false teachers had been 
telling them lies. Some were saying there was a secret gospel only they knew about. 
Paul wrote to remind them the truth about Jesus. This is what Paul wrote:

“ Jesus shows us what God is like. 
The Son of God existed before God created anything. 
He created everything— 
everything exists for Him. 
Jesus holds everything together. 
God was happy to send His Son to earth to rescue people from sin 
through His blood on the cross.”

Paul reminded the believers that their sin had separated them from God. But 
now, they had salvation and forgiveness through Jesus.

Paul had told them the complete gospel. Anyone who came and said there was 
a secret gospel was lying.

“Be encouraged and love one another,” Paul wrote. “I want you to know Jesus. 
All wisdom and knowledge is found in Him.”

Christ Connection: Paul encouraged believers by reminding them that Jesus is great. 
Jesus is God’s Son, and He died on the cross to rescue people from sin. The gospel is true, 
and Jesus is all we need.

• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for 

God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 

help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
• Name three things that are true about 
Jesus.

• What are some things people might 
do to try to make themselves right 
with God? Why can’t people save 
themselves?

• In a few sentences, how would you 
tell someone the good news about 
Jesus? (See Colossians 1:19-22.) 
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The Bible Tells Me So
Unscramble the letters to find what the Bible says about who 
Jesus is or what He has done. Look up the Bible references to 
check your work.

Choose the Truth
Use a dark crayon to color over the incorrect word or phrase in 
each pair to make the statements true.
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