
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul had written a letter (1 Corinthians) addressing several 
sins that were being tolerated in the church at Corinth. The 
letter had been a risk. The Corinthians may have rejected 
Paul, but they did not.
 
Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to celebrate what God had done 
in the church and to call on them for help. The church 
in Jerusalem was in desperate need of help, so Paul was 
collecting money from the other churches on their behalf.

A Cheerful Giver

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

TEACH 
 THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 124

EXPERIENCE 
 THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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REVIEW 
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be generous. He told 
them about the churches in Macedonia. Macedonia was an 
area north of Corinth. The Christians there were suffering, 
and they did not have a lot of wealth. Nevertheless, they 
had joy and gave as much as they could to help others.
 
Paul encouraged the believers at Corinth to give too. Giving 
is one way we can show we love God. God is generous to 
us, so we can be generous to others. Jesus was rich; He 
had glory and honor in heaven. But He gave that up and 
became poor by coming to earth to help sinners. 
 
Jesus did this so that we, who had nothing, could become 
rich. Now we have salvation and eternal life in Jesus. As a 
result, Paul wanted the Corinthians to give generously and 
joyfully, out of gratitude for what God has done.
 
Your preschoolers may feel like the churches in Macedonia 
who had little to give, but encourage them the same way 
Paul encouraged the church in Corinth. It is not the 
amount that we give that glorifies God—it is our level of 
generosity and joy when we give. 

Caution preschoolers not to give out of duty but out of 
gratitude. God loves a cheerful giver. Help preschoolers find 
ways they can give—whether time or money or talents—to 
advance the work of the gospel in your city, your nation, 
and the world.
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 A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15

Paul was collecting money for the believers in 
Jerusalem because they needed help. He wrote a letter 
to the people at the church in Corinth who believed in 
Jesus. They were his friends, and he wanted to tell them 
about something amazing God did.

Paul wrote about Christians in other churches who 
were poor. Even though they did not have a lot of money, 
God gave them joy. And the believers gave as much as 
they could to help others.

Paul encouraged the believers in Corinth to give 
too. Giving is one way we can show we love God. God 
is happy to give us what we need, and we can happily 
give others what they need. Jesus gave up everything He 
had in heaven and came to earth to rescue sinners. We had 
nothing, but because of Jesus, we now have salvation and 
life forever with God.

The believers in Corinth were not poor like the 
Christians in the other churches. They had more than 
enough! Paul said, “Give to people who do not have 
enough. Then everyone will have what they need.”

Paul said that God loves a cheerful giver. When we 
give to the church, the church uses what we give to help 
people in need. Then those people will thank God.

Paul said, “Giving cheerfully shows that you believe 
the good news about Jesus. Let’s thank God for the most 
wonderful gift of all—His Son, Jesus!”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Listen for a 
word: Instruct 
children to listen for 
every time you say a 
variation of the word 
give. When they hear 
it, they should extend 
both hands as if 
giving a present. 

• Draw it: On a large 
tear sheet, sketch 
pictures of a few key 
words in the story 
(Paul, friend, church, 
money, happy, or 
cheerful). Encourage 
preschoolers to guess 
what each drawing 
represents. Begin 
to tell the Bible 
story, but when you 
encounter one of the 
words represented by 
a drawing, pause and 
point to it to allow 
children to say the 
word.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: God has provided everything we 
need. He gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus gave 
everything He had—even His very own life—to save us from 
sin. Because of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to name things they feel they need. Record 
responses on sticky notes and attach to a focal wall. Discuss 
the difference between wants and needs. Gently point out 
if some of the things they thought were needs are actually 
wants. Revisit the notes on the wall. Separate the wants 
from the needs.
SAY • Some of us already have the things we need. We have 

a home and a family; we have food to eat and clothes 
to wear. In today’s Bible story, Paul wrote about 
Christians in different churches. Some were poor and 
had many needs, and others had more than enough. 
Listen to hear how we should help each other.

Open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 8. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

• “Children of the 
Kingdom” song

• “From the Inside 
Out” song 

• Bible
• sticky notes
• pen or marker
• “A Cheerful Giver” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
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Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 
Bible to the key passage. Guide boys and girls to say the 
words old and new as you read the verse.
SAY • When we follow Jesus, we have the greatest gift of all. 

He makes us a new creation!
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
Pass a nonbreakable mirror around the group. Allow 
boys and girls to look at themselves and study their facial 
features.
SAY • When you look at your face in a mirror, it probably 

doesn’t look like Jesus’ face, but we know that if we 
trust in Him, we are changed. Who changes us? God 
changes us to be like Jesus, and we begin to think 
and act more like Him.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God wants us to give to others. God has provided 

everything we need. He gave us the greatest gift—
His own Son. Jesus gave everything He had—even 
His very own life—to save us from sin. Because of 
Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.

Sing “From the Inside Out” and “God Gives Us Everything 
We Need” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “One.” Collect an offering. 
SAY • God, we are so thankful for the gift of Jesus. Help us 

show You how thankful we are by sharing what we 
have with other people. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or 

ribbon
• “A New Creation” 

song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• nonbreakable hand 
mirror

• Main Point Poster 
• “From the Inside 

Out” song
• “God Gives Us 

Everything We 
Need” song

• “One” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

Experience THE STORY

Create a cheerful mask
Talk about what the word cheerful means. Lead preschoolers 
to decorate a cheerful face on the paper plate. Retell the 
story inviting boys and girls to hold their mask in front of 
their faces when Paul mentions giving cheerfully. 
SAY • God wants us to give to others cheerfully. God has 

provided everything we need. He gave us the greatest 
gift—His own Son. Jesus gave everything He had—
even His very own life—to save us from sin. Because 
of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.

Play out a meal
Set out kitchen toys and toy food. Invite preschoolers to 
play out preparing meals to share with each other. Say the 
main point and commend children’s kindness in sharing.
SAY • God gave us the greatest gift when He sent Jesus, and 

God wants us to give to others too. The people in 
the churches in today’s Bible story used what they 
had to help other people. 

Give an offering
Assist preschoolers as they decorate and cut out play money. 
Suggest boys and girls use offering envelopes and pass a 

• paper plates
• markers

LOW PREP

• kitchen toys 
• toy food

• green paper
• blunt-tipped 

scissors
• offering envelopes
• collection plate or 

basket
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collection plate or basket to take up an offering. 
SAY • God wants us to give to others so that their needs 

can be met and we can show them God’s kindness. 
God gave us what we needed most when He sent 
Jesus. Jesus gave everything He had—even His very 
own life—to save us from sin. Because of Jesus, we 
can be kind and giving to others.

Stamp letters on paper
Display index cards with words from the main point. Show 
a child how to select a letter stamp and touch it to the 
stamp pad. Press the stamp on the paper. Continue until a 
word is created. Say the main point as preschoolers work.
SAY • Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Corinth. Paul 

wrote that some churches were poor. Others had 
more than enough. He wanted the churches to 
happily give what they had to help people in need. 
Paul explained that God wants us to give to others. 

Assemble blessing bags
Before the session, gather items to put in blessing bags. 
Consider contacting preschool families before the session to 
ask for donations. Show the Bible story picture. Encourage 
preschoolers to draw a picture to give to someone in need. 
Include each child’s drawing in a separate blessing bag. 
Instruct families to keep the bag in their family vehicle, and 
give it to someone they encounter who may need it. 
SAY • Paul told about Christians who didn’t have very 

much, but they still had joy. They all gave what 
they could to help others. God wants us to give to 
others. You can help someone who is in need by 
giving this bag to him or her. 

Transition to review the story

• index cards
• marker
• washable ink pad
• letter stamps
• wet wipes

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• paper
• crayons
• travel-size toiletry 

items
• water bottles
• gallon-size ziplock 

bags

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why was Paul collecting money for the believers in 
Jerusalem? (They needed help.) 

2. Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth. What 
did Paul want them to know? (God wants us to 
give to others.) 

3. How does God want us to feel about giving to help 
others? (God wants us to give cheerfully.) 

4. When we give happily, we show we are being 
changed. Who changes us? God changes us to be 
like Jesus.

SAY • As we become more like Jesus, God makes us happy 
to help others. God gave us everything when He 
gave us Jesus, His Son. Jesus gave us everything when 
He died for us and rose again to save us from sin. It 
is because of Jesus that we can be kind and give to 
others.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have. 
Invite a child to pray aloud, and then close the prayer.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside 

Out” song 
• “A New Creation” 

song

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

Review THE STORY

128 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 33 • Session 5

© 2017 LifeWay



SAY • God, thank You for teaching us how to give 
cheerfully to others. Thank You for giving us Jesus, 
Your Son, the best gift of all. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how missionaries teach new believers in Jesus 
how to talk to God in prayer. You may also show the 
“Prayer Acts” video. Ask boys and girls to think of things to 
pray about using the ACTS method described in the video.
SAY • When we pray, we are simply talking to God. We 

can tell Him how much we love Him. We can ask 
Him to forgive us when we do wrong things. We can 
thank Him for the things He gives us. We can ask 
Him to help other people. Let’s talk to God now. 

Toss and tell
Gather preschoolers in a circle. Toss a soft ball to a friend 
and invite her to answer a question that recaps the events 
of the day. Ask questions like: “How can you help a friend? 
Can you show me a cheerful face? What is one thing you 
remember from today’s story? How did the church friends 
help each other? Who changes us?”
SAY • God wants us to know that He is happy when we 

give to others. Paul wrote what God wanted the 
people to know, and we can read it in the Bible. God 
is pleased when we give cheerfully because that is one 
way we can be more like Jesus.

• “Prayer Acts” video
• “Missions Prayer 

Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• soft ball
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