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UNIT 33
Session 5

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul had written a letter (1 Corinthians) addressing several 
sins that were being tolerated in the church at Corinth. The 
letter had been a risk. The Corinthians may have rejected 
Paul, but they did not.
 
Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to celebrate what God had done 
in the church and to call on them for help. The church 
in Jerusalem was in desperate need of help, so Paul was 
collecting money from the other churches on their behalf.
 
Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be generous. He told 
them about the churches in Macedonia. Macedonia was an 
area north of Corinth. The Christians there were suffering, 

Use Week of:

A Cheerful Giver

BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Additional resources for each session are available at 
gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-session 
help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

and they did not have a lot of wealth. Nevertheless, they 
had joy and gave as much as they could to help others.
 
Paul encouraged the believers at Corinth to give too. Giving 
is one way we can show we love God. God is generous to 
us, so we can be generous to others. Jesus was rich; He 
had glory and honor in heaven. But He gave that up and 
became poor by coming to earth to help sinners. 
 
Jesus did this so that we, who had nothing, could become 
rich. Now we have salvation and eternal life in Jesus. As a 
result, Paul wanted the Corinthians to give generously and 
joyfully, out of gratitude for what God has done.
 
Your preschoolers may feel like the churches in Macedonia 
who had little to give, but encourage them the same way 
Paul encouraged the church in Corinth. It is not the 
amount that we give that glorifies God—it is our level of 
generosity and joy when we give. 

Caution preschoolers not to give out of duty but out of 
gratitude. God loves a cheerful giver. Help preschoolers find 
ways they can give—whether time or money or talents—to 
advance the work of the gospel in your city, your nation, 
and the world.
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 A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15

Paul was collecting money for the believers in 
Jerusalem because they needed help. He wrote a letter 
to the people at the church in Corinth who believed in 
Jesus. They were his friends, and he wanted to tell them 
about something amazing God did.

Paul wrote about Christians in other churches who 
were poor. Even though they did not have a lot of money, 
God gave them joy. And the believers gave as much as 
they could to help others.

Paul encouraged the believers in Corinth to give 
too. Giving is one way we can show we love God. God 
is happy to give us what we need, and we can happily 
give others what they need. Jesus gave up everything He 
had in heaven and came to earth to rescue sinners. We had 
nothing, but because of Jesus, we now have salvation and 
life forever with God.

The believers in Corinth were not poor like the 
Christians in the other churches. They had more than 
enough! Paul said, “Give to people who do not have 
enough. Then everyone will have what they need.”

Paul said that God loves a cheerful giver. When we 
give to the church, the church uses what we give to help 
people in need. Then those people will thank God.

Paul said, “Giving cheerfully shows that you believe 
the good news about Jesus. Let’s thank God for the most 
wonderful gift of all—His Son, Jesus!”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Listen for a word: 
Instruct children to listen 
for every time you say 
a variation of the word 
give. When they hear 
it, they should extend 
both hands as if giving 
a present. 

• Draw it: On a large 
tear sheet, sketch 
pictures of a few key 
words in the story (Paul, 
friend, church, money, 
happy, or cheerful). 
Encourage preschoolers 
to guess what each 
drawing represents. 
Begin to tell the Bible 
story, but when you 
encounter one of the 
words represented 
by a drawing, pause 
and point to it to allow 
children to say the word.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: God has provided everything we 
need. He gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus gave 
everything He had—even His very own life—to save us from 
sin. Because of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.

WANT TO 
DISCOVER 

GOD’S WORD? 
GET 

MORE!

Invite preschoolers to 
check out this week’s 

devotionals to discover 
how God’s Word can 

help them grow in the 
gospel. Order in bulk, 
subscribe quarterly, or 

purchase individually. For 
more information, check 
out www.lifeway.com/

devotionals.
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Introduce THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

Welcome time
Play the unit theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Invite preschoolers to circle the cheerful faces.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, we are going to talk about how 

we should give to others. We should give cheerfully 
with a big smile on our face! God is happy when we 
give cheerfully!

Listen for a cheerful voice
Choose a favorite Bible story from a Bible storybook to 
read. Explain to preschoolers that you will use a different 
voice to read each page. When they hear you read in a 
cheerful voice, they should stand up. Vary between a 
cheerful voice, a whiny voice, a sad voice, an angry voice, 
and a grumpy voice. 
SAY • How would you feel if people gave you something 

you needed or wanted, but they were grumpy, sad, 

• “From the Inside Out” 
song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert download
• favorite toys related to 

the Bible story theme

• “Be Cheerful” activity 
page, 1 per child

• pencils or crayons

• Bible storybook

LOW PREP
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or whiny when they did so? In today’s Bible story, 
Paul told the believers in Corinth that God is happy 
when we give to others cheerfully. He said God loves 
a cheerful giver. Listen to hear what else Paul wrote 
in our Bible story. 

Count with your ears
Set a metal container and some coins in front of you as 
children gather around. Direct children to close their 
eyes and listen carefully as you drop coins in the can. 
After each round, ask them to open their eyes and guess 
how many coins you dropped. Start with only one or 
two coins, dropping them in slowly. After several rounds, 
drop the coins in faster or drop more coins in the can for 
preschoolers to guess.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Paul was collecting money 

for the believers in Jerusalem because they needed 
help. He wrote a letter to the people at the church in 
Corinth who believed in Jesus. Paul encouraged the 
believers in Corinth to give too. Listen to hear what 
Paul had to say to the believers in Corinth.

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the 
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Give each preschooler a cheerful high-five as they move to 
Bible study.

• coins 
• metal container

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to tell about a great gift they received. 
Then ask if they can think of the best gift they ever gave. 
SAY • Giving a gift is often better than getting a gift! God 

gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Knowing 
Jesus makes us want to give to others. Listen to our 
Bible story about giving cheerfully.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Place a bookmark at 2 Corinthians 8 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Another great gift God gives us is His Word. We 

can believe the Bible because it is God’s true words. 
Today’s Bible story comes from 2 Corinthians.

Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.

Talk about the Bible story
SAY • God wants us to give to others. Jesus gave up 

everything He had in heaven and came to earth to 
rescue sinners. We had nothing, but because of Jesus, 
we now have salvation and life forever with God. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• “A Cheerful Giver” video 

(optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

Teach THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
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Giving cheerfully shows that we believe the good 
news about Jesus.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline or big 
story circle as you ask the following review questions: 

1. Why was Paul collecting money for the believers in 
Jerusalem? (They needed help.)

2. What did Paul encourage the believers in Corinth to 
do? (to give to those in need) 

3. What would happen if people gave to those who do 
not have enough? (Everyone will have what they need.) 

4. What kind of giver does God love? (a cheerful one) 
5. What happens when we give to the church? (The 

church uses what we give to help people in need. Then 
those people will thank God.)

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus. 

Jesus gave everything He had—even His very own 
life—to save us from sin. Knowing what Jesus did 
for us changes us. We want to be kind and giving to 
others because God has given us everything we need. 

Practice the key passage 
Open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 5:17. Read the key 
passage aloud several times. Sing together the key passage 
song, “A New Creation.”
SAY • We do not change on the outside when we trust in 

Jesus, but we most certainly change on the inside. 
God makes us new by giving us the Holy Spirit.

Transition to experience the story 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Key Passage Poster
• “A New Creation” song
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Experience THE STORY

SESSION TITLE: A Cheerful Giver 
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

Sing “If You’re Happy and You Know It” 
Lead preschoolers in singing “If You’re Happy and You 
Know It” with the traditional motions and lyrics, but add 
the verse below. Lead preschoolers to stretch out their hands 
as if giving a gift when they say, “share what you have.”

“ If you’re happy and you know it, share what you 
have, 
If you’re happy and you know it, share what you 
have, 
God gave us everything we needed when He sent 
His Son to save us. 
If you’re happy and you know it, share what you 
have.”

SAY • God gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus 
gave everything He had—even His very own life—to 
save us from sin. We have every reason possible to be 
happy! God wants us to give to others. Because of 
Jesus, we can joyfully and happily give what we have 
to help others.

Make a coupon book
Cut a sheet of a paper into six equal rectangles for each 
preschooler. Staple the six papers together to form a 

LOW PREP

• paper
• scissors
• stapler
• staples
• decorative tape
• markers or crayons
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coupon book. Cover staples with decorative tape. Write, I 
can help! on the cover of each preschooler’s coupon book. 
Help preschoolers think of five ways they can serve others. 
Examples include fold washcloths, pick up trash, pick up 
sticks in the yard, feed a pet, pick up toys, and so forth. 
Write a task at the top of each page in the coupon book. 
Invite preschoolers to illustrate each page. 
SAY • God wants us to give to others. Money is not the 

only thing we can give to help others. We can share 
our time and talents too. You can use your coupon 
books to help others with different chores. Because of 
Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.

Clean pennies 
Gather a collection of pennies. Make sure most of them are 
fairly oxidized. Explain to preschoolers to you will try three 
different solutions to see which one cleans the pennies best. 
Fill one cup with water, a second cup with ketchup, and a 
third cup with vinegar and salt. Drop several pennies into 
each solution. Ask preschoolers to predict which solution 
will best clean the pennies. After a few minutes, remove 
the pennies from each solution. Dry them off with a paper 
towel. Ask preschoolers to evaluate which solution cleaned 
the pennies best. 
SAY • Paul wrote about Christians in other churches who 

were poor. Even though they did not have a lot of 
money, God gave them joy. And the believers gave 
as much as they could to help others. God wants us 
to give to others. God has provided everything we 
need. Because of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to 
others.

• Allergy Alert download
• pennies
• clear cups, 3
• water
• ketchup
• vinegar 
• salt
• spoon
• paper towels

Tip: Make sure 
preschoolers do not 
put pennies in their 
mouths. 
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Make a coin pouch
Cut duct tape strips into 7-inch lengths. Provide a snack-
sized ziplock bag for each child. Guide preschoolers to use 
the duct tape strips to cover their ziplock bags. Cut off 
excess tape when the bag is completely covered. Preschoolers 
may decorate their pouches with additional duct tape or 
stickers. Demonstrate how to use the ziplock seal to open 
and close a coin pouch. 
SAY • God wants us to give to others. You may not have 

a lot of money to give to help others, and that is 
OK. God cares more about what we feel in our 
hearts when we give than how much we give. Are we 
giving with a cheerful heart or are we really wanting 
to keep what we have for ourselves? We are sinners. 
We want to keep what we have for ourselves, but 
when we remember that God gave us everything we 
need when He sent Jesus to save us, the Holy Spirit 
changes our hearts and helps us to give with joy. 

Count coins
Write the numbers 1 through 10 on individual sheets of 
paper. Draw the corresponding number of circles on each 
paper. Set out the numbered papers and some coins. Invite 
preschoolers to place the correct number of coins on each 
mat by placing one coin in each circle. 
SAY • God wants us to give to others. Giving money is 

not the only way we can help others. We can give our 
time and talents to help others too. Cheerfully giving 
whatever we can shows that we believe the good news 
about Jesus. Jesus gave everything He had—even His 
very own life—to save us from sin. Because of Jesus, 
we can be kind and giving to others.

• duct tape, various colors
• snack-sized ziplock 

bags 
• scissors or craft knife 

(leader use only) 
• stickers

• coins
• paper
• marker
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Snack
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Guide preschoolers to clean their areas. Take a restroom 
break and wash hands. Gather preschoolers for snack time. 
Thank God for the snack. 

Serve round golden crackers for snack. Comment on 
how the crackers resemble coins. Remind preschoolers 
that God wants us to give to others whether we give our 
money, time, or talents. God provided everything we need 
when He sent His own Son. Jesus gave everything He 
had—even His very own life—to save us from sin. Because 
of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others. 

Transition 
When a child finishes his snack, guide him to throw away 
any trash. He may select a book or puzzle to examine, play 
quietly with play dough or a favorite toy, or color the Bible 
story coloring page.

Offer the journal page. Spend a few minutes 
brainstorming ideas of how preschoolers can give their 
money, time, and talents to help others. Invite preschoolers 
to choose an action that was mentioned and draw a picture 
of themselves doing it. Pray for the children.
SAY • God, thank You that Jesus gave everything He had—

even His very own life—to save us from sin. Help 
us to remember that and to let it change us so that 
we will joyfully share what we have with others and 
show them kindness. Amen.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert download
• snack food
• paper cups and napkins 

• books
• puzzles 
• play dough 
• Journal Page printable, 

1 per child 
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page
• crayons
• Big Picture Cards for 

Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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