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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 33 • Session 1
The God Who Changes Us

UNIT 33
SESSION 1 

CHILDREN OF GOD

BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 8:12-39
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
MAIN POINT: God helps us love Him.

The Bible Story

Romans 8:12-39

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Paul wrote a letter to the church in Rome. Paul had a special message for 
them. Paul wrote, “When you trust in Jesus, He gives you the Holy Spirit. 
People who have the Holy Spirit are called God’s children.” We can talk 
to God because He is our Father who loves us. God hears us when we 
pray to Him. The Holy Spirit helps us talk to God when we do not know 
what to say! Paul said, “God has a plan for His children, and He works out 
everything—even bad things—for good. It does not matter if people say 
mean words to us, or even if they hurt us for loving Jesus. Nothing can ever 
make God stop loving His children.” Jesus will always be with us! 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *People who love Jesus are called God’s children.
 *God gives the Holy Spirit to people who love Jesus.
 *Nothing can ever make God stop loving us.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
Romans 8. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel Gems 
in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Nothing can ever make God stop loving us. GOD HELPS US 

LOVE HIM. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The More We Get Together”:
“ God sends the Holy Spirit to help us, to help us! 
God sends the Holy Spirit to help us love Him! 
We love God, obey Him, and tell friends about Him! 
God sends the Holy Spirit to help us love Him!”

SAY: GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM by giving us the Holy Spirit. People 
who love Jesus are called God’s children. 

FINGER PAINT AND MIX COLORS
Write the Main Point on heavyweight paper for each child. Provide 
painting smocks and washable finger paint in primary colors. Help 
babies mix colors together, and gently press their hands onto the 
paper. Wipe hands immediately.
SAY: When we mix colors, we cannot split the colors. Nothing can 
ever making God stop loving us! GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM too.

READ ABOUT GOD’S LOVE
Provide Bible storybooks to read about God’s love. Tell babies God 
loves each one of them.
SAY: Nothing can ever make God stop loving us. GOD HELPS US 

LOVE HIM by giving the Holy Spirit to people who love Jesus.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read 
the key passage card. Open your Bible to Romans 8. Show the Bible 
story picture as you tell the story. Say the Gospel Gems. Pray.

STAMP LETTERS
Provide rubber letter stamps and washable ink for toddlers to stamp 
paper. Keep wipes handy for cleanup. Stamp words like God and 
love on each paper. Write the Main Point or a Gospel Gem.
SAY: Paul wrote a letter to the church in Rome. Paul said nothing 
can ever make God stop loving us. GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM.

TALK TO GOD IN PRAYER
Ask toddlers if they would like to pray. Encourage any attempts, 
reminding them that the Holy Spirit helps us talk to God when we 
don’t know what to say.
SAY: God gives the Holy Spirit to people who love Jesus. GOD 

HELPS US LOVE HIM and talk to Him.

SCRIBBLE IN SAND
Shake clean play sand into the bottom of a plastic container. Provide 
craft sticks for toddlers to scribble in the sand. Keep towels handy.
SAY: Paul wrote a letter to the church in Rome. He wrote that GOD 

HELPS US LOVE HIM.

COMPARE NEW AND OLD
Before class, gather new objects and old but clean objects, such as 
socks with holes, broken toys, and rusted pans. Invite toddlers to 
compare the items, and then read the key passage card.
SAY: God gives the Holy Spirit to people who love Jesus. People 
who love Jesus are called God’s children. GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM 
by changing us on the inside. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

CHILDREN OF GOD
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 8:12-39
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
MAIN POINT: God helps us love Him.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: PLAY OUT A FAMILY
Provide vinyl dolls, dress-up clothes, toy food and dishes, and other 
homeliving items for toddlers to play out family scenes. Talk about 
God’s plan for families. Be sensitive to children’s home situations.
SAY: People who love Jesus are called God’s children. Nothing can 
ever make God stop loving us. GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM too!

FINGER PLAY ABOUT PRAYER
Say the following finger play and perform the motions.
“ God is listening; God is listening [Cup your ear and lean in.] 
to every word we say. [Tap your mouth.] 
He will hear us; He will hear us. [Cup your ear and lean in.] 
Every time we pray.” [Fold your hands and bow your head.]

SAY: People who love Jesus are called God’s children. God is our 
Father, and we can talk to Him any time! GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM.

CAN IT TEAR?
Provide scrap paper, leftover fabric, and felt pieces. Invite toddlers 
to take turns trying to tear the items in half. As children work, talk 
about how nothing can tear us away from God.
SAY: God gives the Holy Spirit to people who love Jesus. God calls 
us His children. GOD HELPS US LOVE HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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