
Use Week of:

5 Leader BIBLE STUDY

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new 
churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed 
godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel. 
Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters 
to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders 
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had 
traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a 
leader at the church in Ephesus.
 

Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

TEACH 
 THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 50

EXPERIENCE 
 THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 52

REVIEW 
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 54
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

5

Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul 
too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train 
more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus 
advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.
 
Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was 
difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders. 
Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God. 
Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere 
and live in a way that pleased Christ. 
 
As you share with your preschoolers this week, help them 
see the value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways 
to support your leaders so that your preschoolers value 
them, love them, and respect them. Consider ways your 
group can encourage your leaders. 
 
At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them 
and that they too might be leaders in the church one day—
perhaps one day soon. Help preschoolers see that being a 
leader is a great privilege to help point others to the gospel. 
 
Finally, be sure that your preschoolers understand that 
church leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders 
follow the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to 
us. He gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sin. 
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Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14

After Jesus went up to heaven, the Holy Spirit came 
down to help Jesus’ followers. The church grew because 
more and more people heard the good news about Jesus and 
believed. Jesus’ followers went to different cities to tell more 
people about Jesus. The believers met together, and leaders 
taught them about God and about how Christians should 
live.

Paul wrote letters to some of the church leaders. One 
of the leaders was named Timothy. He was Paul’s friend. 
Paul and Timothy had traveled together, and Timothy 
helped Paul. Now Timothy was a church leader in the city 
of Ephesus. 

Paul’s letter to Timothy said, “Dear Timothy, it does 
not matter that you are young. Be an example for the 
other believers. Show them how to live, how to love, and 
how to trust God.” Paul also said, “Teach the people 
what is right. Teach God’s Word, and always be ready to 
share the good news about Jesus. Later on, people will 
not want to hear what is right. They will want you to say 
things that make them happy even if they are not true. 
Don’t do that! Keep telling God’s truth no matter what.”

Another church leader was named Titus. Titus had 
traveled with Paul too. Now Titus was a church leader on 
the island of Crete. Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus to 
share good ideas with them and tell all the church leaders 
what they should do.

Paul’s letter to Titus said, “God is kind to people who 
sin. He sent Jesus to rescue people from their sins. This is 
why we want to do what is right. We want to live in a way 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Choose 
a preschooler to be 
Paul, another to be 
Timothy, and another 
to be Titus. Guide 
them to act out the 
story as you tell it. 

• Deliver letters: 
Make two copies 
of the Bible story 
and place each in 
an envelope. Write 
Timothy on one 
envelope and Titus 
on the other. Use a 
sign to designate 
one area of the room 
to be Ephesus and 
another to be Crete. 
Walk to those areas 
of the room and open 
up the proper letter 
at the appropriate 
moment in the Bible 
story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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that pleases God. One day, Jesus will come again. We 
want to do what is good because He loves us.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote letters to leaders in the 
church. He helped them know how to lead God’s people. 
Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve 
the church. Jesus served us by dying on the cross for our sins.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Pretend to be reading a newspaper. Ask preschoolers if they 
know what you are holding. Allow for responses. 
SAY • This is a newspaper. In this newspaper, some news 

might make you happy and some news might make 
you sad. Today we will learn about how Paul told the 
church leaders to spread the good news of Jesus. 

Open your Bible to 1 Timothy 4 and place a bookmark 
in Titus. Show the video or tell the Bible story using the 
provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the 
Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at 
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to 
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key 
passage. Invite any preschoolers who wish to recite the key 

• “The Reason That 
We Sing” song

• “Take My Life and 
Let It Be” song 

• newspaper
• Bible
• bookmark
• “Letters to Church 

Leaders” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• paper strip 
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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passage from memory to do so. Prompt them as needed.
SAY • Jesus gave His life up for you and me. He died on the 

cross to rescue us from our sin and came back to life 
to give us a new life with Him. That is the good news 
that we can tell others.

Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us. Paul told church leaders to 
teach God’s Word. God’s Word teaches us what it 
looks like to live as God’s people, but the Bible is also 
where we hear the good news of how Jesus came to 
rescue us. We obey God because we want to show 
Him how much we love Him for sending us His Son.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Paul wrote letters to leaders in the church. He 

helped them know how to lead God’s people. Paul 
told church leaders to teach God’s Word. Church 
leaders help believers know what is true, and they 
serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the 
cross for our sins.

Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Great Big Family 
of God” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “God’s Plan.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for our church leaders who know 

how important it is to teach us Your Word. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Take My Life and 

Let It Be” song 
“Great Big Family of 
God” song

• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Experience THE STORY

Play “Follow the Leader”
Choose a child to be the leader. The rest of the group will 
line up single file behind the leader and mimic her actions 
as she moves about the room. After a short time, choose 
another leader and play again. 
SAY • The people at the churches in Ephesus and Crete 

followed Timothy and Titus. Paul helped them know 
how to lead God’s people. Paul told church leaders 
to teach God’s Word. Church leaders help believers 
know what is true, and they serve the church. Jesus 
served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

Sort mail
Before the session write Paul, Timothy, and Titus on 
several envelopes. Label a bin with each name. Set out 
the envelopes and bins on a table. Invite preschoolers to 
compare a name on an envelope with the names on the 
bins. Help them to sort the mail into the proper bins.
SAY • Paul wrote letters to Timothy and Titus. Paul told 

church leaders to teach God’s Word. Church 
leaders help believers know what is true, and they 
serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the 
cross for our sins.

LOW PREP

• envelopes
• marker
• bins
• labels
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Look at books
Provide various picture books, how-to books, atlases, and 
Bibles for children to look through. Talk about the different 
types of books and the information they contain.
SAY • Books can give us lots of information. But the Bible 

is the most important book. Paul told church 
leaders to teach God’s Word. God’s Word helps us 
know the truth about Jesus.

Make a “Thank you” banner
Lay a large sheet of paper on a table and write Thank you! 
in the center. Invite preschoolers to decorate the banner. 
Transcribe messages of encouragement from children to 
church leaders. Consider taking preschoolers with you to 
hang the banner in an area where church leaders will see it. 
SAY • Church leaders help believers know what is true, and 

they serve the church. God is kind to give us church 
leaders who love His Word and His people. Paul 
told church leaders to teach God’s Word. Let’s pray 
for our church leaders and ask God to keep helping 
them lead us well. 

Play out teaching Bible stories
Set out Bibles, books, clipboards, small dry erase boards, 
and dry erase markers. Invite preschoolers to play out 
teaching Bible stories. Guide preschoolers to take turns 
being the teacher.
SAY • Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word. 

Church leaders help believers know what is true, and 
they serve the church. The most important thing 
church leaders do is tell the good news about how 
Jesus served people by dying on the cross for sin. 

Transition to review the story

• various books
• Bibles

• large sheet of paper 
• markers

• Bibles 
• books
• clipboards
• small dry erase 

boards
• dry erase markers
• dry eraser 

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. After Jesus went up to heaven, who came down to 
help Jesus’ followers? (the Holy Spirit)

2. Who wrote letters to the church leaders? (Paul)
3. Who did Paul say could be an example even though 

he was a young church leader? (Timothy)
4. Whom did Paul tell that God shows kindness even 

to people who sin? (Titus)
5. Who will come again one day? (Jesus)
6. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
SAY • Paul wrote letters to the leaders in the church. He 

wrote to Timothy and Titus. He told them to teach 
God’s Word. Church leaders help believers know 
what is true. More and more people heard the good 
news about Jesus and believed.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You giving us Your words in the Bible. 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and 

Let It Be” song 
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Review THE STORY
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Thank You for giving us church leaders to teach us 
truth. Help us to share the truth of the gospel with 
others. We love You! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how Timothy and Titus had both been 
missionaries with Paul spreading the good news to people 
who needed to hear it. We can spread the good news too. 
You may also show the “Caroline in China” video.
SAY • In this video, we found out about a girl named 

Caroline, who has been a missionary kid in China, 
India, and Thailand. Caroline was traveling to 
China with her mom and brother. While they were 
there, they prayed for the people in China who are 
searching for hope and joy. We can pray for the 
people in China to find their hope and joy in Jesus.

Hop the big picture answer
Set out six hula hoops side by side on the floor. Form a line. 
Ask a preschooler the big picture question. Help him say 
each word of the big picture answer as he hops through the 
hoops. Ask the big picture question to the next child in line 
and play again.
SAY • Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us. Jesus served us by dying on 
the cross for our sins. God showed so much love 
to us in sending His Son. We can obey Him with 
gratefully joy! 

• “Caroline in China” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• hula hoops, 6
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