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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Paul helped start the church in Corinth, a city in southern 
Greece, during his second missionary journey. Corinth was 
known for its wickedness. If any city needed a church, this 
was it. Paul remained in Corinth for about 18 months and 
then continued traveling to share the gospel and plant more 
churches.
 
Six years later, Paul received word from Chloe, a believer in 
Corinth, that the church there was struggling. The church 

The Church Was Divided

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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was fractured and openly engaging in various sins. Some 
believers were even denying the resurrection! This news 
surely troubled Paul, so he sat down to write a letter to the 
church.
 
One of the first issues Paul addressed was the church’s 
division. Even if he could help resolve the other issues, a 
divided church would never be healthy and impact the city 
the way it needed to. According to Chloe’s report, several 
factions had formed in the church. Some claimed to follow 
Paul. Others Apollos. Others Peter. And some even claimed 
to follow Jesus, which wasn’t as good as it sounded. This 
group was most likely simply trying to sound more spiritual 
than the others. 
 
Paul told the Corinthian believers that they should not 
be divided; they should all be one because of their shared 
faith in Jesus. Jesus isn’t divided, and He alone died on the 
cross for them. Paul’s message was clear: the gospel does not 
divide believers, it unites them.
 
We all—preschoolers included—are experts in finding ways 
to divide ourselves. Sin and selfishness divide, but Jesus 
and the gospel unite. God designed the church to show 
what true unity among a beautifully diverse people looks 
like. This week, pray that the message Paul shared with the 
Corinthian believers takes root in your heart and in the 
hearts of your preschoolers. Pray that God would break 
down the barriers we create and bring your preschoolers 
together as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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 The Church Was Divided
1 Corinthians 1:10-31

Paul started a church in the city of Corinth. He stayed 
there awhile, and then he traveled on to tell more people 
about the good news of Jesus. Years passed, and Paul heard 
some bad news: the church in Corinth was not doing 
well. The believers there argued and had many other 
problems. So Paul decided to write a letter to them.

The people in the church should have been like 
one team working together, but they were divided into 
different groups. They thought that one teacher was 
better than the other. One group said, “We follow Paul.” 
Another group said, “We follow Apollos.” A third group 
said, “We follow Peter.” A fourth group said, “We follow 
Jesus.” Paul said believers should not be divided. 

Paul asked, “Who died on the cross for you? It wasn’t 
Paul. It wasn’t Apollos. It wasn’t Peter. It was Jesus! Jesus 
died on the cross for you.” The people agreed that only 
Jesus is Lord, so Paul told them they should get along 
and love one another.

Paul said that people who do not believe in Jesus think 
the good news about Him is silly. He said, “Friends, think 
about this: God chose you to be in His family—not because 
of what you know or who is in your family here on earth.” 
God saves people who trust in Jesus. No one can brag 
about being saved because it is not something we can 
earn or make happen. We should only brag about Jesus 
and what He has done.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use your space: 
Arrange preschoolers 
in smaller groups 
and guide them 
to sit in different 
spots around the 
room. Motion for 
the preschoolers to 
move together in 
one big group at the 
appropriate moment 
in the Bible story.

• Use music: Play 
background music 
as you tell the Bible 
story. Use intense, 
dramatic music at the 
portion of the story 
where people are 
disagreeing. Switch 
to calm, peaceful 
music at the portion 
of the story where 
Paul exhorts the 
believers to work 
together. 

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Paul told believers in the church at 
Corinth to get along. Paul reminded the people that Jesus saves 
sinners. Because of Jesus, believers can come together like one 
big, happy family.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Form piles of four or five blocks or interlocking bricks. Ask 
a few preschoolers to come build something out of their 
block piles. Then encourage the children to combine their 
piles and work together to build something.
SAY • Paul wrote that Christians should work together. In 

today’s Bible story, we will see that because of Jesus, 
believers can come together like one big family.

Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 10. Show the video or 
tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at 
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to 
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key 
passage. Lead the girls in saying the key passage using the 

• “The Reason That 
We Sing” song

• “Take My Life and 
Let It Be” song 

• Bible
• blocks or 

interlocking bricks
• “The Church Was 

Divided” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• paper strip 
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

SESSION TITLE: The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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motions you created last week. Then lead the boys. Go back 
and forth between boys and girls several times before saying 
the key passage together as a group.
SAY • Our key passage says that we live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved us and gave Himself up for us. 
Paul reminded the Corinthian believers that Jesus is 
the only One who gave up His life by dying on the 
cross to save them from sin. 

Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us. Paul reminded the believers 
that God chose them to be in His family—not 
because of what they knew or who was in their 
family here on earth. Who would not want to obey a 
God like that? 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Paul wrote that Christians should work together 

and get along. Paul reminded the people that Jesus 
saves sinners. Because of Jesus, believers can come 
together like one big, happy family.

Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Help, Help, Help” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Plan.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You so much for sending Your Son, Jesus, 

to save us from our sin. Help us to work together like 
one big family. We love You. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Take My Life and 

Let It Be” song 
• “Help, Help, Help” 

song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Experience THE STORY

Pass the hula hoop
Lead preschoolers to form a line holding hands. Place 
a hula hoop over the head of the first child in line. Tell 
preschoolers to pass the hula hoop down the line without 
letting go of hands. Help younger children step and bend 
through the hoop so they do not lose their balance or fall.
SAY • You had to work together to move the hula hoop 

down the line. Paul wrote that Christians should 
work together. Because of Jesus, believers can come 
together like one big family. 

Work together to clean
After preschoolers have played for a while, instruct children 
to work together to clean up the room. 
SAY • The people in Corinth were divided. Paul wrote that 

Christians should work together. Instead of arguing 
they should get along and love each other. All of you 
working together made cleanup much easier. 

Work puzzles in groups
Lead three or four preschoolers to sit together at a table. 
Give each preschooler several pieces of a puzzle. Encourage 
them to work together to assemble the puzzle. 

• hula hoop

LOW PREP

LOW PREP

• puzzles

LOW PREP
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SAY • You would not be able to complete the puzzle if 
you only had your pieces. You needed your friends 
to help complete the puzzle. Paul wrote that 
Christians should work together. Paul reminded 
people that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus, 
believers can come together like one big family. 

Make art together
Give one preschooler construction paper, another 
preschooler glue, another scissors, and another crayons. 
Preschoolers must ask other children permission to use the 
different supplies to create a piece of artwork. Consider 
setting a timer for younger preschoolers where everyone 
must switch supplies when the timer goes off.
SAY • You shared your supplies to create a work of art. Paul 

said that Christians should work together. Because 
of Jesus, believers can come together like one big 
family. 

“Write” on a sensory bag
Fill a ziplock bag half full of shower gel. Place the sealed bag 
in another ziplock bag. Close the bag and reinforce the seal 
with duct tape. Invite preschoolers to “write” on the bags 
with their fingers. 
SAY • Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Corinth. Paul 

said that Christians should work together. Paul 
reminded the people that Jesus saves sinners. Because 
of Jesus, believers can come together like one big, 
happy family.

Transition to review the story

• paper
• glue
• blunt-tipped 

scissors
• crayons
• timer (optional)

• ziplock bags
• shower gel
• duct tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. When Paul heard that the people in Corinth were 
not getting along, what did he do? (wrote them a 
letter)

2. Name some of the people that the Corinthians 
were following. (Paul, Apollos, Peter, Jesus)

3. Who died on the cross and came back to life to 
rescue people from sin? (Jesus)

4. What did Paul tell the believers in Corinth to 
do? (Paul wrote that Christians should work 
together.)

5. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 
because God loves us.

SAY • The people in Corinth were divided. Some were 
choosing to follow other people instead of Jesus. 
Paul wrote that Christians should work together. 
Paul reminded the people that Jesus saves sinners. 
Because of Jesus, believers can come together like one 
big family.

Sing the unit theme song “Take My Life and Let It Be” or 
the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and 

Let It Be” song 
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

SESSION TITLE: The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Review THE STORY
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our 

sin. Help us to follow You. Help us to work together, 
be friends, and love each other. We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Paul traveled around starting churches. Paul 
wrote letters to remind those churches of the truth. You 
may also show the “Creative Work” video.
SAY • The women at Blessed Hope in Nepal use their 

baking and creativity to provide for their families, 
as well as telling other women the good news about 
Jesus. What are some things that you like to do that 
God can use to help you tell other people about His 
Son, Jesus? [Invite preschoolers to discuss.] Let’s pray 
for the ladies in Nepal as they tell others about Jesus!

Pass a beach ball
Direct preschoolers to move a beach ball from one side 
of the room to the other without moving their feet. After 
preschoolers struggle a bit, guide them to spread out from 
one side of the room to the other, plant their feet, and pass 
the beach ball from one child to the other as a team.
SAY • You all worked together to get the beach ball across 

the room. Paul wrote that Christians should 
work together. Because of Jesus, believers can come 
together like one big family.

• “Creative Work” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• beach ball
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