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Use Week of:

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Unit 31 • Session 2
The God Who Leads

UNIT 31
SESSION 2 

THE CHURCH WAS DIVIDED

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

The Bible Story

1 Corinthians 1:10-31

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS
Paul wrote a letter to his friends at the church in Corinth. The believers 
in Corinth were not being kind to one another. Some of them said, “I 
follow Paul.” Some of them followed another teacher named Apollos. Some 
followed Peter. They thought that one teacher was better than the others. 
Paul wrote, “I did not die on the cross and come back to life for you; Jesus 
did! We should follow Jesus! Jesus helps us know about God’s love and His 
plan. So we should not be proud of how smart we are. We should be happy 
that Jesus loved us so much!” 

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
 *Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth.
 *Paul told the people to be kind to one another.
 * Jesus helps us know about God.
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Babies Activities

LOOK IN THE BIBLE
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to 
1 Corinthians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you say the Gospel 
Gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM by giving us His words in the Bible. 
Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth. Paul told the people to 
be kind to one another. [Pray for the babies.]

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
“ God helps us obey Him, God helps us obey Him! 
We love the Lord and obey Him. 
Oh, God helps us obey Him!”

SAY: Jesus helps us know about God. The more we know about 
God, the more we love Him. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

SIGN TOGETHER
Place the babies in bouncers or invite the leaders to sit with babies 
on their laps, facing the others. Place babies’ fists together and 
gently move them in a small circle as you say together. 
SAY: Paul told the people to be kind to one another. God wants us 
to be kind and work together. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

BUILD WITH SOFT BLOCKS
Provide soft blocks to stack in front of babies. If babies are old 
enough to stack, make sure they do not stack higher than their chin. 
Invite the babies to knock down the blocks and play again.
SAY: Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth to help them be 
kind. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your 
church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the Gospel Gems 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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Toddler Activities

CIRCLE TIME (5 MINUTES) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s 
words. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open 
your Bible to 1 Corinthians 1. Show the Bible story picture as you 
tell the Bible story. Say the Main Point and Gospel Gems. Pray.

MAKE QUILT ART
Provide 1-inch squares of patterned scrapbook paper. Invite toddlers 
to choose different pieces and glue them in a quilt pattern (or 
something like it) on construction paper. Write the Main Point on 
each child’s paper.
SAY: Many kinds of fabric are sewed together to make a quilt. Many 
different people come together because of Jesus to make a church, 
and we can be kind to one another. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

FOLLOW THE LEADER
Invite toddlers to line up behind you and march around the room. 
After a minute, let a toddler lead. Give each toddler a turn.
SAY: Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth about following 
Jesus. Jesus helps us know about God. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

PLAY A MATCHING GAME
Print the “People Matching Cards” printable and cut them apart. 
Invite toddlers to match the pieces together. Tell the Bible story.
SAY: Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth. Paul told the 
people to be kind to one another. God helps us obey Him.

WORK TOGETHER
Place a large cup in a plastic container. Give each toddler a small 
cup of water. Guide them to work together to fill the larger cup.
SAY: Paul told the people to be kind to one another. We work 
together at church. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. 
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Bonus Teaching Hour

THE CHURCH WAS DIVIDED
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
MAIN POINT: God helps us obey Him.

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FOLLOW ME
Gather four different colors of stickers and four colors of paper to 
match. Write Apollos, Peter, Paul, and Jesus on one of each paper. 
Form four groups and give each toddler a sticker. When you hold 
up each colored paper, the toddlers with that sticker must follow 
whatever motion you do. Play as time allows.
SAY: Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth about following 
Jesus. Jesus helps us know about God. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

SING SONGS ABOUT JESUS
Provide rhythm instruments as you sing “Jesus Loves Me,” “God Is 
So Good,” and “I Love You, Lord.” 
SAY: Jesus is the One we follow. Jesus helps us know about God. 
GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM and love Him.

DIVIDE PLAY DOUGH
Provide play dough, rolling pins, and plastic toy knives for toddlers 
to roll out and divide the play dough. When finished, squish the 
play dough together and play again.
SAY: The church in Corinth did not get along. Paul told the people 
to be kind to one another. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Main Point, or Gospel Gems throughout the week.
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