
Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Peter, one of Jesus’ original disciples, had grown up in a 
culture where the Jews believed that God only cared about 
them, not the Gentiles. Because of this, most of the Jews 
looked down on the Gentiles and refused to even associate 
with them because Jews believed Gentiles were unclean; 
Gentiles didn’t live the right way to please God. Any Jew 
who did associate with Gentiles did so at the risk of being 
ridiculed by his own people.
 

Paul Confronted Peter

BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

TEACH 
 THE STORY 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE 
 THE STORY 

(25–30 MINUTES)
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REVIEW 
THE STORY

(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, God shared with 
Peter that He loved not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as 
well. (Acts 10:9-16) Peter took to heart this message from 
God and began associating with Gentiles, even eating with 
Gentile believers. That is, until some Jewish believers came 
around. When he was among Jews, Peter did not eat with 
the Gentiles and even told them they were supposed to 
follow certain Jewish laws. But he knew that was not true! 
Peter also led Barnabas, known for encouraging believers 
and bringing them together, into acting the same way.
 
When the apostle Paul learned about this, he confronted 
Peter in person. Paul reminded Peter that they both knew 
that God accepts people not based on how they live but by 
faith. (Rom. 3:21-22) Peter’s actions contradicted that core 
gospel message. 
 
Paul shared this story with the believers in Galatia (a major 
province of Rome in modern Turkey) to remind them, and 
us, of the same truth. Salvation is not based on ethnicity or 
external obedience to the law. Salvation comes from faith in 
Jesus Christ, a faith that is freely available to people of every 
tongue, tribe, and nation. 
 
As you teach preschoolers this week, encourage them not 
to wonder if they have what it takes to be saved. Salvation 
is found in Jesus. Remind them that because God loves all 
people, we—in Jesus—can love all people too.

Check out the video 
“The Big Story” for 
a picture of this 
quarter’s part in 
God’s big story of 
redemption.
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Paul Confronted Peter
Galatians 2:11-21

Paul was a follower of Jesus, and he worked hard to tell 
people all over the world about Jesus. He told Jews and 
Gentiles, or people who were not Jews, what was true.

Paul wrote a letter to the people at the church in 
Galatia (guh LAY shuh). Most of the people in that church 
were not Jews. In his letter, Paul told a story about Peter.

Peter followed Jesus, too. Peter knew what was true: 
God loves and accepts all people. He loves Jews and 
Gentiles. Peter ate meals with the Gentile believers. But 
when the Jewish believers were around, Peter did not 
eat with the Gentiles. The Jewish believers thought the 
Gentiles needed to follow the same rules as the Jews. 
Their idea was wrong, but Peter pretended to agree with 
the Jews because he was afraid of them.

Paul said that Peter was doing the wrong thing. Paul 
said to Peter, “You are a Jew. You know that people aren’t 
saved from sin by following rules; they are saved through 
faith in Jesus! Why would you make the Gentiles think 
they have to obey all the Jewish rules to be saved?

Paul told Peter, “Our people tried to obey the rules 
perfectly to make God happy, but we could not obey 
perfectly! We are sinners. The rules showed me that I 
need Jesus to save me from sin. Because of Jesus, I can 
live for God.”

Paul also said, “The way I used to live is gone. Jesus gave 
me new life, and I trust in Him. Jesus loves me and gave up 
His life for me.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Pantomime 
writing a letter: 
Invite a leader to 
pantomime writing 
a letter as you 
narrate the story. 
You may invite two 
other leaders to 
pantomime Paul 
confronting Peter. 

• Follow the rules: 
Tell preschoolers 
you will give them 
some rules to follow 
while you tell the 
Bible story. Possible 
rules include keeping 
head completely 
still, tapping knee 
with one finger, 
never taking eyes 
off the storyteller. 
Help preschoolers 
understand that no 
matter how hard 
we try to follow the 
rules, we will always 
break some of God’s 
rules, and so we need 
Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his 
friendship with the Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for 
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul said that only Jesus 
can save people from sin. No matter how hard we try to follow 
the rules, we will always break some of God’s rules and so we 
need Jesus.
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Teach THE STORY

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hold up some mail. Ask preschoolers if they have ever 
received a letter in the mail.
SAY • Some of the books in the New Testament are letters. 

Paul wrote many letters to different churches. In the 
Bible story today, Paul had written a letter to the 
church of Galatia. In it, he told about a time that he 
told Peter he was making a wrong choice.

Open your Bible to Galatians 2. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at 
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to 
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key 
passage. 

• “The Reason That 
We Sing” song

• “Take My Life and 
Let It Be” song 

• Bible
• mail
• “Paul Confronted 

Peter” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• paper strip 
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.
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Create simple motions for the key passage. Use the 
motions from the key passage song video “F-A-I-T-H” as 
inspiration. Teach the motions to preschoolers as you repeat 
the passage several times.
SAY • Paul wanted the church in Galatia to understand that 

following rules would not save them. Only having 
faith in the Son of God, Jesus, could save them.

Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, Why does God want us 

to obey Him? The answer is, We obey because God 
loves us. God loves us and sent His Son, Jesus, for us. 
We love and obey Him because He loved us first.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his friendship 

with the Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for 
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul said 
that only Jesus can save people from sin. No matter 
how hard we try to follow the rules, we will always 
break some of God’s rules and so we need Jesus. Paul 
wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.

Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Great Big Family 
of God” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “God’s Plan.” Collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for loving us so much that You sent 

Your Son for us. Help us to show our love for You by 
obeying You. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Take My Life and 

Let It Be” song 
• “Great Big Family of 

God” song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Experience THE STORY

Sort by characteristics
Use tape to divide the room. Direct preschoolers to stand 
on one side. Then call out a characteristic and instruct 
preschoolers who fit that characteristic to move to the other 
side of the room. Characteristics can be children with red 
on their clothing, children who like vegetables, children 
who like to play with dolls. Continue calling out different 
characteristics and moving from side to side as time allows.
SAY • We are all different, but the good news about Jesus is 

for all of us. Paul wrote that we are saved through 
Jesus alone. Peter did the wrong thing in our Bible 
story by hiding his friendship with the Gentiles. 
Believers should love all people. 

Play “Jesus Says”
Play a version of “Simon Says,” using the name Jesus instead 
of Simon. Preschoolers must only do the actions that begin 
with “Jesus says.” Gently correct preschoolers who make a 
mistake and allow them to continue playing.
SAY • Obeying perfectly is hard in games and in regular life. 

Paul told Peter that people are not saved by following 
rules. We are all sinners. Paul wrote that we are 
saved through Jesus alone.

• tape

LOW PREP

LOW PREP
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Outline with pom-poms
Write JESUS on a sheet of paper for each preschooler. Set 
out a variety of pom-poms in different shapes and sizes. 
Invite preschoolers to use the pom-poms to outline Jesus’ 
name.
SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone. 

Paul said that only Jesus can save people from sin. 
The good news about Jesus is for everyone, and we 
should love everyone. No matter how hard we try to 
follow the rules, we will always break some of God’s 
rules and so we need Jesus.

Make a food collage
Using magazines or circulars, guide preschoolers to locate 
pictures of food. Help preschoolers tear or cut out the 
pictures and glue them onto a paper plate. Cut out images 
before the session for younger preschoolers.
SAY • Peter did the wrong thing by not eating with his 

Gentile friends. The good news about Jesus is for 
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul wrote 
that we are saved through Jesus alone. Paul said 
that only Jesus can save people from sin. 

Write with magnets
Write JESUS on an index card. Tape it to the top of a metal 
baking sheet. Set out a variety of alphabet magnets. Help 
preschoolers find the letters for Jesus and assemble His 
name on the metal sheet.
SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone. 

Only Jesus can save people from sin. No matter how 
hard we try to follow the rules, we will always break 
some of God’s rules and so we need Jesus.

Transition to review the story

• paper
• marker
• pom-poms

• magazines or 
circulars

• blunt-tipped 
scissors

• paper plates
• glue sticks

• index card
• tape
• metal baking sheet
• alphabet letters

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Paul wrote a letter to which church? (church in 
Galatia)

2. Who was hiding his friendship with the Gentiles? 
(Peter)

3. Can we keep the rules if we try really, really hard? 
(No, we will always break some of them.)

4. Are people saved by following rules? (No, Paul 
wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.)

5. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 
because God loves us.

SAY • Paul wanted the church of Galatia to know that faith 
in Jesus is the only thing that could save them from 
their sin. Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his 
friendship with the Gentiles. The good news of Jesus 
is for everyone, and we should love everyone. 

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for loving us. Help us love all people 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and 

Let It Be” song 
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

SESSION TITLE: Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey 

because God loves us.

Review THE STORY
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and remember that the good news is for everyone. 
Make us faithful to share it with everyone. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not 
participating in a missions activity, talk about how Paul 
worked hard to tell people all over the world about Jesus. 
The good news is for everyone. You may also show the 
“Scripture Planting” video.
SAY • Alex and his family are helping people in East Asia 

hear the good news about Jesus in their own “heart” 
language, or the language they use at home and in 
their neighborhoods. Let’s pray for the people in East 
Asia to hear and believe God’s true words about Jesus 
so they can be rescued from their sin. 

Sing a song 
Lead preschoolers in singing, “Oh, How I Love Jesus.” If 
you are unfamiliar with the tune look it up online before 
the session. 

“ There is a name I love to hear. 
I love to sing its worth. 
It sounds like music in my ear, 
the sweetest name on earth. 
 
Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus 
Because He first loved me!”

SAY • No matter how hard we try to follow the rules, we 
will always break some of God’s rules and so we need 
Jesus. We can only love Jesus because He loved us 
first and gave His life to save us from sin.

• “Scripture Planting” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child
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